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Hi Fellow Members,
Here is wishing that all of you had a Merry Christmas and
are working on having a Happy New Year. I hope everyone had a Great Holiday Season. I am looking forward to
Myrtle Beach.
I would like to see some familiar faces whom we have not
seen in a while. We have lost some good souls in the past
year and they will be sorely missed, especially Bob Sentell, who was in charge of setting many reunions and administering the Benevolence Committee.
We gained a few new members, but not enough. We
have to fill some “holes” at our next meeting. Jim Dykes
is back to school, and will not have the time to perform all
the duties of the Sec./Treasurer; he has done an outstanding job. Walt and Melitta Fort will no longer be the
Newsletter editors after years of doing a tremendous job.
You can see, we have a lot of work to do. Please give
your utmost attention to these two positions.
I have sent out my five notices to members who did not
attend our Rapid City reunion. Have you? Max Knouse
has sent out fifteen, and will send out more, So will I.
Johnnie Albritton has been working hard to make the
Myrtle Beach Reunion a great success. Lets fill up The
Landmark Resort.
Till then,
Respectfully and T&T
André

President
André Arceneaux

Administrative Notices/News
The Communicator
ONLINE

How to read the current & older
NEWSLETTERS

Attention
Please, send any
administrative news items
pertaining to memberships, change of addresses (incl. e-mail), illnesses, deaths
notices...

http://www.97thsigbn.org/communicator
No password needed; All Newsletters from 2005
to current issue are on this site.
Webmaster: Jay Horvitz;
e-mail: jmhorvitz@comcast.net

only to :
Secretary/Treasurer: James Dykes
1167 Oak Knoll Court,
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.: 916-984-4634
E-mail:
jadpad@pacbell.net

ACHTUNG:
Our Newsletter is available online; see above

Please, No Jokes and other Spam!!!

The hard copies will be printed and sent out
by a new printing company.
The quality and service will be very much
improved.

To all Members:
97th Signal Battalion Association
2011 Financial Statement
Balance January 1, 2011
Total credits
Total
Total Debits

$12,809.26
$11,292.30
$24,101.56
$11,588.20

Balance January 1, 20102

$12,513.36

Benevolence Fund $1650.00 included in the
Balance

J. Dykes
Secretary/Treasurer
January 17, 2012

We have been the Communicator Editors since
2000.
After 12 years, we have decided to resign from
this position.
The February and June editions will be our last
issues.
It has been enjoyable - and also challenging
sometimes, but we took pride in producing a
good Newsletter that kept everyone informed
about events, Association business, and other
newsworthy items.
We hope, other members will assume the position and continue to keep the troops informed.
T&T
Walt & Melitta Fort
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Help!!!

W el come

Welcome

We need Members to lend a
hand with various tasks:

New
Member

Open Positions:
1. Reunion & Hospitality
Co-ordinator

Roy C. Brown
247 Cherryville Road,
Flemington, NJ 08822-4936
“C” TRP 46-47
14-632-EM

2. Host/help with a Reunion;
3. Recorder
4. Historian & Publication, and
Information Director:

Note from Dave Harris:

Where in the World…
Finding 97th Army Buddies

Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership Chairman. He asks that
each of us reach back in our memory
bank and come up with some names from
those days when we were in Germany.
It’s important to find more of our younger
guys who served from 1965 and later.
We have to use any type of search available to us.
LAST NAME, MI.
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FIRST NAME

The member who will assume the duties of
PIO & Historian, will more likely be assisted by
the info. In the RSO (Army Retirement Services Office Mission) website. When I was in
that position I found the RSO Newsletter to
their retirees was a great way notifying former
97th members of the Assn. A very good tool to
use.

Finding Old Buddies
Tel: (716) 822-2380
E-mail: marygene@roadrunner.com
US Mail:
Eugene Darmstedter
4 Sunrise Drive
Blasdell, NY 14219
ADDRESS

DOB

ASN

Taps
Remembering our
Comrades who have
taken their Last Retreat
Richard P. Besselman, March 2011
Leon French, Oct. 25, 2011
Robert A. Sentell, Nov. 10, 2011
Loren R. Keefer, Dec. 3, 2011
Richard E. Cieslik, Dec.21, 2011
We also would like to remember our
Members’ spouses who passed away:

Ill Members

These members are ill, and would appreciate
cards, phone calls, e-mails, etc.
We hope, many are on the way to recovery,
and/or are well again!!!
John Kilburn
Rosie Roberts
Manual Ortiz
Richard Holliday
George Zentner
Charlie Hornsby
Raymond Brown
Bill & Shirley Riggle
If a member hears of another ill member,
please notify
Jimmy Dykes who will contact
Andy Whitton, so that he may send get-well
wishes on behalf of the Association.

4

Bob Sentell Farewell

Bob and I go back a long way and
time. We came to the 97th together in
September 1947, and had been close
pals up to his death. The reunions will
not be the same without the support of
this man. Bob was the only member
who was able to attend each of the reunions from 1989-2011.
I truly loved this man as my brother,
which he was.
Go to sleep Bob, you have stood your
last retreat of which all of us soldiers
must sooner or later stand.
Dave Harris

!
alendars
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We need more
helping hands with the
reunions: hosting
duties in the CP room,
etc.
Please consider being
a HOST for a reunion in the
years ahead. It’s never too
early!
If two or three members
get together to hold a reunion, it would be so much
easier for everyone. The
more the merrier; it’s less
of a burden just for one
host, and can be lots of fun,
too.
By helping with some of the
tasks—like serving on the
reunion committee—
members will feel more
involved in the future of the
Association!

Get in touch with people
who were former hosts
for Guidelines.

ur C
Mark Yo

2012
National Reunion
hosted by
Johnnie Albritton
At Myrtle Beach SC
Landmark Resort
May 6-12 2012
Make your
Reservations early!

The Association has
established a “BENEVOLENCE
FUND”. This fund is used for any
of our members who are unable
to attend our reunions because of
financial considerations.
Should any of our comrades
wish to attend the reunions,
please contact our Benevolence
Fund Coordinators: Gilbert L.
MacDonald (El Paso, TX)
Any information regarding this
plan is treated as “Confidential”,
and not made available to the
general membership.
If any member is aware of another member being in need of
such assistance, please notify
one of the Fund Coordinators.
If a member who needs such
service, can arrive in the reunion
city, we will assist with the lodging
and banquet.
The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the
97th is Alive and Well”.
Thank you!!!

We also need
Proposals
for the
2013 REUNIONS
to be presented
at Myrtle Beach
Information/ Registration information for the coming
reunion
see next pages
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97th Signal Battalion Association Twenty-fourth Annual Reunion
May 6 through 12, 2012
Landmark Resort Hotel,
1501 S. Ocean Blvd. Myrtle Beach , SC 29577

Room Rates:
See page 7 - discounted room rates
NOTE: make reservations
Tel. direct: 800-845-0658
Identify yourself as a member of the
97th Sig. Bn. Assn.

Room Rates are
available five (5)
the Reunion as
well five(5) days
prior and after
the Reunion.

Tel.: 843-448-9441
Register Early!

Please return FORM & Remittance below
No later than April 17, 2012

Mail to:

Jim Dykes, Sec./Treasurer
1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom CA 95630

Make checks payable to:

Facilities for the
Handicapped are
available

MEMBER
SPOUSE______________________

97th Sig.Bn.Assn.

NAME___________________________________

GUEST(S)_____________________________________________________________________________________
STREET________________________________________________
CITY/TOWN____________________________________
TEL.____________________________

FUNCTION

STATE______ ZIP CODE_______________

E-MAIL________________________________

SELF

SPOUSE

GUEST(S)

COST

TOTAL

REGISTRATION FEE
$10.00 per person

X $10.00

$

BANQUET/ ENTERTAINMENT

X $ 30.00

$

$10.00

$

$30.00 per person
A—Prime Rib Au Jus
B—Boneless Breast of Chicken
Marsala
C— Flounder Filet stuffed with
Crab Meat
2012 MEMBERSHIP FEEIF NOT PAID YET

CP Room Donation

Favorite drink?

$

Salt Water Marsh Cruise $31.00 per
person

X $31.00

$

Narrated Tour – Historic City of George
Town; $23.00 per person

X $23.00

$

Enclosed check

$

CP – ROOM Donations - Note: Hospitality Room donations will be used to stock the CP Room — NO Association fees may be used for bartender’s expenses; We depend on everyone’s donations. Please state choice of favorite drinks to avoid waste.
Page 6
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Room Rates:

Transportation:

Single/Double Occupancy Rates plus Tax

Myrtle Beach is served by the following Airlines:

Interior Hotel rooms:
Ocean View rooms:
Oceanfront rooms:
Oceanfront Efficiencies:
King Angle Ocean view
suites:
Double Angle Ocean view
Suites:
Oceanfront Suites:
Deluxe Oceanfront Suites

$50.00 per night
$60.00 per night
$70.00 per night
$72.00 per night

U.S. Air, Delta, Allegiant Air, Asa,/Delta/Com Air, Direct
Air, Porter Air, Spirit, North West, United.

$70.00 per night

The Airport is located appr. One and quarter miles from
the resort.

$72.00 per night
$75.00 per night
$80.00 per night

Shuttle Service provided by Land Mark Resort; pick up the
phone and press Land Mark Resort Shuttle—The shuttle
should arrive within 20 to 25 minutes.

Parking:
For those who are driving to the reunion… the parking
deck is located across the street, with an enclosed walkway above the street; there is no charge for parking.

TOURS
Tours will depend on interest. —- Tour price is based on the participation of
a minimum of fifty (50) persons.
Wednesday, May 9, 08:00 — Salt water marsh cruise. Price: $31.00 per person
Thursday, May 10, 09:00 — Narrated tour of the historic city of George Town .
Price: $23.00 per person

BANQUET Menu
“A” - Prime Rib Au jus
“B” - Boneless Breast of Chicken Marsala
“C” - Flounder Filet Stuffed with Crab Meat
Chef’s Dessert and Beverage

Volume 1, Issue 1
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Reunion Agenda
SUNDAY, MAY 6
Early check-in

MONDAY, May 7
Early check-in
12:00 CP Room opens — Registration desk opens — Free time

TUESDAY May 8
10:00 CP Room opens — registration desk opens — Free time

WEDNESDAY, May 9
08:00 Salt water marsh Cruise departs
10:00 CP Room opens —Registration desk opens — Free time

THURSDAY, May 10
09:00 Tour of historic City of George Town departs
10:00 CP Room opens — free time

Friday, May 11
09:00 Board of Directors meeting
10:00 General Membership meeting — Vote for two (2) new Board members
12:00 Men’s Group picture
12:30 CP Room opens
13:30 New Board of Directors meeting, if required
16:00 CP room closes
18:00 Cocktail Hour — ”No host bar”
19:00 Banquet
20:00 Awards & Presentations
21:00 CP Room opens

Saturday — Good byes
Page 8
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My Story
By Ray Brandoli

Story cont’d from … October issue.
Another privilege I enjoyed, as a result of
my teaching job was, that I was excused
from Saturday morning inspection, which meant I could
leave the Kaserne Friday night after chow. I immediately
hit the road to hitchhike all over the American Zone, making sure to be back to check in by midnight Sunday.
Of all of my many friends, I was the only one who travelled. Everyone else spent every weekend either with
Fräuleins or drinking beer at our Enlisted Men‟s “Club
Largs Bay”. (The club was named after the ship carrying
the original men and officers of the 97th in 1942 to France,
but broke down in the English Channel and had to dock in
England for repairs).
In most major cities, the Army had “Transient Billets”
where any G.I. Could get a hot meal, a folding cot and that
good old heavy wool blanket for an overnight stay. Breakfast was Army coffee, powdered milk, those good old powdered eggs, and sometimes that special treat of creamed
chipped beef on toast also affectionately known in the
Army as “shxx on a shingle”.
In visiting cities and villages, much of the riding and
searching for those transient billets was after sunset, in
total darkness. The daylight hours were spent walking and
taking pictures, hour
after hour, mile after
mile. Each trip was
planned by talking to
G.I.‟s who knew Germany or from advice
obtained from the Red
Cross.

One night, I was dropped off in Würzburg, a very large
city which had suffered serious damage. There was no
moon that night. My diary noted that there was only one
light in the whole town. As years passed, I began to doubt
my entry in that diary.
Then, in 1992 my wife Ersilia and I were in Mannheim as
honored guests of the still active 97th, at
their 50th Anniversary Celebration. During a side trip back to Würzburg, we met a
group of young American tourists who told
us that their hotel owner showed them
photos of the WW II devastation.
He told them that things were so bad at the
end of the war, there was only one lighted
streetlamp in the whole city of Würzburg;
it finally confirmed my notes.
Page 9
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Some of my visits were to our VHF Radio Stations,
which were located in such places as Munich, Bayreuth,
Heidelberg, Freising, as well as in castles, such as
Schwanbach above Kitzingen , and Altenburg above our
home base in Bamberg. During the Crusades, King Richard the Lionhearted was imprisoned in Altenburg.
The highlight of my travels, thanks to the Red Cross, was a
one day leave, travel authorization and transportation to
the Nürnberg Hall of Justice to observe the War Crimes
Trials. I was seated with the World Press Corps, forty feet
away from all the surviving Nazi leaders such as Göring,
Hess, Doehnitz, Raeder, Speer, von Papen, Jodl, etc. Security was “tight”. At both ends of each corridor there was a
manned machine gun behind sand bags.
Later, I learned that our 97th Signal Battalion installed and
operated the whole communications system in the building.
During the summer of „46 my weekly excursions continued. Travelling on the Autobahn and back country dirt
roads was always by open jeep, 2½ ton truck or Weapons
Carrier. The drivers always “pushed the pedal to the
metal”. The top speed of all vehicles was 60MPH. Consequently, the final ride home, late Sunday night was in
open, unheated vehicles, in a very cold, 60mph. It took all
night to thaw out.
The widespread devastation throughout the American
Zone was concentrated in most of the cities, the railroad
yards and stations, highways and bridges, airfields, canals
and rivers.
In the cities, many of the buildings were just open shells.
It was odd to look to the upper floors and see a kitchen
with all the pots, pans and pictures still hanging on the
walls.
Everywhere I walked there were enormous piles of rubble
of broken bricks and architectural masterpieces within the
broken walls of the buildings and in the streets. There
were no motorized vehicles to transport this mixture. In
Nürnberg, narrow gage railroad track was installed
through part of the city. A very small locomotive with
dump cars, loaded by hand, transported the rubble to
areas for sorting, salvaging or restoration.
In Munich, I walked all day through the center of the city,
surrounding the famous Marienplatz Rathaus, where before and after the war, tourists watched cuckoo clock type
life size figures of dancing
people, and another figure of
a knight knocking another
knight off his horse.
The beautiful Rathaus (Town
Hall) was badly pockmarked
but was amazingly standing
alone,
intact,
surrounded by shells
of historically
famous buildings.
Cont‟d next page
Cont’d next page
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... Brandoli Story
Final installment
I was very fortunate, during one of my many visits there,
to be able to take pictures, a full 360 degrees, from the top
balcony, to capture the destruction of the entire area. I
walked for hours through much of the city and through the
famous “English Garden”. There were a few civilians in the
streets, but I never saw one habitable space in all my walks.
One day, while walking next to the “Old Rathaus” a jeep
pulled up onto the sidewalk, right in front of me, two M.P.‟s,
armed with chrome plated 45‟s, jumped out and pushed two
young Germans against the building. At gunpoint the M.P.‟s
frisked both men and then roughly loaded them into the jeep.
They were gone in seconds. Later I was told that they were
accused of having weapons. This was a major crime. (I have
a copy of an article in our “Stars and Stripes” Newspaper
where a young German, in the British Zone, just had his death
sentence commuted for simply having and showing a picture
of Hitler. Penalties were severe because there was a great
fear and real possibility of the resurgence of Nazism).
In the hundreds of miles I traveled on the Autobahn, I can‟t
remember seeing any bridges that weren‟t destroyed. Only
a few of the dry bridges crossing over the Autobahn were
repaired. The main stretches of highway over rivers and valleys were all connected with temporary, U.S. Army Bailey
Bridges, unless heavy construction was underway. Only a few
of the bridges crossing over the Autobahn were repaired.
Away from the big cities most of the side roads were unpaved. Some of the small villages away from the Autobahn,
had short stretches of cobble stone pavement through the
village. Many of these roads were narrow and not much
wider than the small wagons pulled by animals. Between
Buildings were very narrow sidewalks, on both sides of the
street.
This brings me to one very terrifying ride I had one day.
While hitchhiking off the beaten path, a sleek, olive drab
painted Mercedes or Duesenberg car stopped to pick me up.
It was a low slung luxurious compact 4 seater with a long,
long, long hood up front, obviously a “Prize of war”. It was
driven by a G.I. who was the chauffeur for some very high
ranking American Officer. After exchanging greetings, we
took off at high speed. The ride was more frightening than
my ride with my 97th combat vet friends mentioned earlier.
When the German pedestrians in the narrow village streets
heard us coming, they tried to press their backs up against
the building walls or jump into doorways. It was just like the
movies. I can never understand how we did not kill somebody. I can only surmise that the Germans were used to this
kind of thing. I assume, many of them did the same thing, or
worse, when they were the occupiers in other countries.

During the war the Autobahn was used extensively as
Airfields. The burned out remains of the best fighters were
backed up under the trees, about 75 feet off the road. There
were also a lot grass air strips with all kinds of wrecked aircraft. Because of my interest in aviation, I always had my
driver drop me off to climb over wrecks and take pictures.
I then hitched another ride and continued on my way.
The German river and canal system was a vital link in moving their war Materials. Consequently, all waterways were
littered with sunken ships, barges, and river boats, especially around Heidelberg.
One day I passed through a small town that had damage
unlike all others I had seen. Instead of shells of buildings,
this town was leveled. I learned later that a V-2 Rocket, being transported by rail through the town, was blown up by
American fighter planes.
One weekend I hitched a ride out of the small airfield on the
outskirts of Bamberg. The top man of the Constabulary was
General Harmon who had his personal plane tied down
there. It was an L-5, a light observation airplane and was
called “Harmon‟s Hopper”.
My very first airplane flight ever, was in one of those Constabulary L-5‟s, heading for Frankfurt. As soon as we took
off, the pilot, a master sergeant , cleared the trees and then
began making steep “S” turns, with full flaps, over the
Regnitz River, looking for Fräuleins bathing in the nude.
(Never saw any). The high “G” maneuvers caused me to get
sick, but that was more than offset by the thrill of the experience.
That same weekend I hitched my second flight out of Frankfurt in a twin tail, twin radial engine Beechcraft, back to
Bamberg. During both flights we flew tree level, only
climbing enough to clear church steeples. This was another
unforgettable experience.

C

The Altenburg—an old Castle near Bamberg

Cont.‟d next page
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When the Signal School closed, I became “C” Troop
Signal Supply Sergeant. From March to July 31st I earned
4 stripes ending up with a T/3 rating. I did get good assignments and did well at each, but part of my good fortune was due to the fact that there were a large number
of openings in the T/O (Table of Organization) due to the
exodus of so many veterans, at one time.
The new stripes earned one new privilege that I enjoyed.
It entitled me to eat my meals in the Non Com (Non commissioned Officers) dining hall. We had German waiters
with white jackets, white table clothes, excellent food and
most of all, no more waiting in long chow lines.

The warehouse I inherited consisted of garages
full of VHF radio sets, telephones and teletype set, carrier
bays, as well as those 50 ft portable VHF field antennas;
much of which were in pretty bad shape. A number of the
new 97th members were sent to Ansbach to learn to check
and repair the equipment. Upon their return, they did a
great job getting everything back in operating condition;
another good example of the Army‟s great training methods.
A few months after I took over Signal
Supply, I accompanied First Lieutenant Paddy Driscoll, a West Point
Graduate, on a tour of the 97th VHF
Radio Station sites.
There were four of us in the jeep,
towing a 2 wheel trailer. Lt. Driscoll
sat up front with our driver and I was
in the rear seat with another G.I.
Just outside of Ingolstadt on the Danube River, traveling at
high speed, we approached a huge, slow moving German
truck loosely towing 2 trailers. As we both were rounding a
curve in the road, the two trailers swung onto our side of
the road. We were forced off the road, went airborne over
a pile of dirt, and as we were coming to a stop, hit a telephone pole. I never was able to figure out how, without
seatbelts, we stayed in the jeep, and how the trailer did not
jackknife.
Our Lieutenant jumped out of the jeep, with his pistol in
hand, ran to catch the truck, jumped on the running board
and stopped the truck. He arrested the driver and marched
him directly off to the nearby local jail. We stayed in the
jeep and waited for his return.
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The truck driver could have been faultless, but it was never
known when these incidents occurred, whether or not there
was some intent to do harm. In this case, our Officer had to
show strength and not display weakness.
The front bumper and the right front spring hanger on the
jeep were bent, so our front end was way up in the air. One of
our mechanics was called to come down from Bamberg. He
put everything back in good shape and we continued on our
way. There were many Polish soldiers where we operated.
Not too long after that trip, I was on another weekend trip
to Munich. Right in front of us, a Polish driver, driving an
American 2 1/2 ton truck, intentionally forced a German,
who was driving a big truck towing a trailer, off the road.
The truck went airborne because the field was about 10 feet
below the highway. The truck and trailer were pretty well
smashed up, and the driver‟s arm was bleeding. We
stopped and ran over to help him out of the cab. We waited
until the MPs arrived. The Polish driver never stopped.
Their treatment of Germans was brutal. They treated them
with contempt; for good reason. As I was composing “My
Story”, a lady, born in a German dominated area of Poland,
explained how her people, when approaching a German,
were required to lower their heads and never look a German
in the eye. The Poles were looked on as the lowest of the low
and were called “Flüchtling”(refugee). This lady told me this
humiliating treatment still bothers her to this day, some 70
years later.
One other major Problem for the Germans came from the
many displaced persons (DPs) Camps that existed at that time.
People of all nations, who were stranded in Germany when
the war ended, and who had served as slave laborers, or had
escaped, or had been released from the from the notorious
Concentration Camps, were placed in Camps, which looked
very much like the prisons they came from.
Many were surrounded by barbed wire to keep the residents
under control. Everything humanly possible was being done
to help them find their families and get them back to their
homes. This was slow, tedious task which required time consuming research.
As we drove past these camps, it was a depressing sight to
see the inadequate clothing and the terrible living conditions
these DPs had to endure. While they now had their freedom,
they were a long way from getting home to live normal decent
lives with what was left of their families.
These people, like the Poles, had good cause to hate the Germans because of the inhuman conditions they lived under during the war. Now, during the early period of the occupation
these DPs had to be kept under control because immediately
after the war ended, there were many cases of killing and pillaging against the Germans; out of revenge.

Cont.‟d next page
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On the brighter side, in August, shortly after the first
whole milk arrived from Denmark, as mentioned earlier, the
Army set up a Dairy Bar for the G.I.‟s in downtown Bamberg.
This was the first time we saw ice cream since we had left
the States. We went to the bar every night. After a diet of
powdered milk, we couldn‟t get enough ice cream.
The bar also sported a brand new Bowling Alley. It was a
crude piece of work, made with 2 X 4 lumber, but it proved
to be a sensation and a lot of fun.
As a result of my aggressive hitchhiking every weekend,
my frequent letters and photos from film I sent home, were
saved by my Mom. Also, I was a “pack rat”, and collected a
lot of memorabilia which showed how things were in Germany, and in the 97th, in1946.
Because film was scarce and I couldn‟t get it developed, my
Mom sent me one roll of film at a time, from the USA. After
using it up I returned it to her to be developed in The USA.
So I never did get to see the photos I took, till I got out of the
Army and arrived home. The camera I used was a simple
Kodak 620 folding camera, which took excellent pictures. It
used roll film and had to be loaded in the dark, which was a
problem at times.
In October Congress passed a law which allowed students
drafted while attending college, to leave the service to return to college.
I applied, but immediately ran into an interesting road
block. As a Signal Supply Sergeant I was responsible for
every piece of Signal Equipment signed out to my “C”
Troop.
While my inventory records were “always on the money”,
I was never required to deal with Serial Numbers. To my
dismay, on a Friday afternoon, I could not find a bunch of
coffin size Carrier Bays. I was scheduled to leave Bamberg
by train on Monday.
An Officer gave me tip that the equipment of different
Troops was sometimes inadvertently interchanged. I visited
the “A” Troop Supply Sergeant and he would not allow me
into his warehouse. So, over the weekend, I broke into the
rear of his storeroom, through a high window.
Fortunately, I found all my missing Bays, and had my inventory records approved and signed off on Monday morning,
just before my train was due to depart from the Bamberg
Bahnhof.
This was a nerve wrecking experience, because I knew of
actual cases where G.I.s were held responsible for missing
Army equipment, had to sign a “statement of charges”, and
money was actually deducted from their pay.
The trip from Bamberg that November 1946, was to Bremerhaven, where thousands of G.I.‟s were assembled to await
transportation to New York.
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As I boarded the Texarkana Victory Troop ship, it was interesting to note that the U.S Constabulary concept was well
on it‟s way to completely turning things around in reducing
conflict, providing adequate food supplies, and gaining the
respect of the Germans. As in Iraq, the population began to
cooperate with the Americans. Early in 1947, a few months
after I left Germany, 77,000 Germans marched in protest
against German terrorists. Also, the American media were
beginning to praise the work of the Occupation Forces.
My apprehension about the German people, when I first
embarked for Europe, turned out to be unfounded. In all of
my travelling throughout the American Zone, I was always
treated with respect. The people were courteous and helpful. Their custom of greeting with a firm handshake was an
“ice breaker”. I know, there had to be a lot of hostility due
to the devastation and enormous loss of life, but I was lucky
enough not to experience any of it.
One Sunday I was attending Mass in the Kapelle Pilgrimage
Church next to the Fortress Marienberg in Würzburg. It was
famous for its life size Stations of the Cross. The church was
packed. There were no benches and we all stood shoulder
to shoulder. The Mass lasted almost 2 hours. I was the only
American soldier I could see. As I was leaving, a German
gentleman standing behind me, gently put his hand on my
shoulder and whispered “Good Man” in German. That
touched me. Of the many times I found myself alone, in
large groups of Germans, I always wondered what was going through their minds.
I came home with the realization that you can‟t judge a
whole nation by the extreme actions of a few. I also learned
you can‟t trust the media to shape your opinion. You really
have to meet the people of any country face to face to understand more closely who they really are.
Regarding reconstruction, the Germans were a hard working, intelligent people. The restorations of hundreds of historic buildings that were beyond repair was truly miraculous. In 1978, 32 years after my 1946 residence, I revisited
the ancient churches and public buildings that had been
leveled, to find they were restored to their original splendor
with the ceilings and wall paintings, gold angels and
Baroque architecture. Amazing!
The trip from Bremerhaven to New York was once again in
winter, via the North Atlantic. Because I now had stripes,
instead of bunking down in the bowels of the Troop Ship,
I was in a State Room, above deck, with 2 other room mates.
That didn‟t help my “mal de mer” (seasickness) one bit.
I was every bit as miserable as before.

Editor‟s Note:
On page 10 third column of the Oct. Communicator should
read: “being a timid person at that time, and a little frightened, I replied with a “Thank you”, should have been “No
thank you.”

EPILOG
Upon arriving home—thanks to the
“G.I Bill”— I was able to earn my Bachelor
of Science in Mechanical engineering from
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, and my Bachelor of Business Administration from western New England College.
College was followed by an extremely interesting 41 year
career as Chief Design Engineer and then Director of
Quality Assurance for the Engine and Compressor Division of Worthington Corporation; Vice President and
General Manager of Universal Photo; Assistant Director
of Quality Assurance and the Manager of Reliability Engineering and Stanadyne Automative Incorporated, where
Diesel Fuel Injection Equipment was developed and
manufactured.
Looking back, I cannot express more the importance and
value of my service in the U.S. Army, the U.S. Constabulary, and most of all in the 97th Signal battalion.
It was especially important because it took place at the
close of World War II, an extremely interesting period
of American history.
I was very fortunate and so proud to have been a member
of the 97th Signal Battalion in 1946. The officers, non coms
and fellow G.I.‟ were such wonderful and friendly people.
Our 97th Sig Bn Association is an extension of that early
organization and is of the same character and tradition.
The mix of the great ladies of the 97th, including those
wonderful “German War Brides”, makes this group an
exceptional group of people.
My military experience made a man of me.
The change is evident in the various photos…
I. October 1945 when I was stationed at Ft. McClellan,
Alabama, during my 4 month Basic Infantry Training period, when I was a “buck” private and had just turned 18.
2. Ten months later in August 1946 when I was serving
with the 97th in Bamberg. I had just turned 19, and had
the “T/3 Sergeant rating.
3. Next I was “Sergeant of the Guard”. This was the
“Changing of the guard ceremony—as my detail was
coming of duty. The officer leaning up against the Building in the background, was our Battalion Commander,
Colonel Graham, who was observing the event.
In closing, I cannot adequately thank my fellow
members, who organized this wonderful “97th Signal Battalion Association”, and who work so hard to keep it functioning, year after year.
My thanks to all the god friends in the Association for all the good times we have had and continue to
enjoy as the years roll by.

As I was making my final review of all the
experiences I chose to write about, an incident came to mind
which happened at the 97th Signal Battalion’s 50th Anniversary Celebration in Mannheim, Germany, in 1992.
The celebration took place at the Signal Station where the
American 97th Signal Battalion was operating in conjunction
with the German Centag Signal Group.
After the ceremony was over, and we were socializing with
the American and German officers, and soldiers of both units,
a German Soldier approached me. He presented me with a German/American Friendship Cap and a lapel Button with crossed
German and American Flags.

I was overwhelmed with the fact that 50 years earlier we were
deadly enemies, had killed hundreds and thousands of each
other, and here we find both our nations the best of friends,
serving with each other.
This experience brings to mind the many events, just in my
lifetime, where everything looked hopeless and impossible to
be resolved, when suddenly the problem was virtually reduced or eliminated.
A few examples have been:
USA Equal Rights Movement and end of Segregation
Japan and Germany becoming close friends of USA
Decline of Communism world wide
Break up of the Soviet Union
Dismantling of the Iron Curtain
Unification East and West Germany
Return of Poland to Democracy
The threat of Atomic Missile attack
Beginning of Democracy in Iraq and
Afghanistan in the middle of Islamic States

As in the case of Japan and Germany, as symbolized by my German/American Friendship cap, I believe the
Iraqi and Afghanistan people will eventually become good
friends.
While I am presently in the minority, I firmly believe that history will prove that the United States move to spread Democracy and protect oil supplies in the Middle East was, is, and
will be in the best interest of the citizens of our country.
In summary, my message to my family, regarding the long list
of threats, and fears we now endure, as well as new threats in
the future, we just have to realize that these will come and go.
Even if individual disasters occur, these will be dealt with.
As shown above, there is very good reason for us to have
faith in God and to have a legitimate hope for the future of our
great country.
T&T
Ray Brandoli
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We hope to see you and
many, many other members again
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OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS

Past Presidents

As of June 1, 2011

Donald K. Adams

President (2011-2013
André Arceneaux
306 State St.
Lafayette, LA 70506-4217
Tel. (337-233-6345)

Gilbert L. MacDonald
John J. Truffa
Paul W. Muuss
Harvey L. Spencer

Vice – President (2011-2013)
Johnnie Albritton
2404 Bradford Dr. 6D
Wilson, NC 27896-1786
Tel.: 252-243-6584

Edward R. O’Mara
Emilio F. Bandiero
Eugene L. Darmstedter

Secretary/Treasurer
James A. Dykes
1167 Oak Knoll Court
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.: (916)984-4634

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.
Robert A. Sentell
Meir Horvitz

BOARD of DIRECTORS
George A. Case (2010 –2014)

Hartwell Lawrence (2010-2012)

102 S. 18th Street

365 Orion CT,

Andrew Whitton

Clear Lake, IA 50428

Merritt Island, FL 32952

70 Blanchard Road

Tel. (641) 357-7569

Tel.: 321-453-1857

Stephen G. Fenner (2010-2014)

Jerry Dyson (2010-2012)

Marlton, NJ 08053

2120 Hivley St.

654 Girard Str.

Sarasota, FL 34231-6820

Washington, DC

Tel. (941)924-4583

Tel. (202) 265-6225

Andrew P. Whitton (2011-2013)

Victor L. Brown (2011-2013

70 Blanchard Rd.

P.O. Box # 93

Marlton, NJ 080853-2943

Chandler, OK 74834-0093

Tel.: 856-983-7587

Tel.: 405-258-0330 & 405-258-7389

Sales & Promotions
Supply Sergeant

Reunion & Hospitality
Coordinator

Benevolence

George A. Case

Open Position

Gilbert L. MacDonald
4704 Roundrock Drive

?

El Paso, TX 79924

102 S. 18th Street
Clear Lake, IA 50428
Tel. 641-357-7569

Recorder

Open Position
?

Tel. (915) 821-6475

Newsletter

Meir I. Horvitz

Walt & Melitta Fort

3414 Glen Ellen Dr.

1048 Buckingham Drive
Allentown, PA 18103
Tel. (610) 740-0808
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Chaplains

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957
Tel.: (707)207-3273

Tel. (856) 983-7587

Bernard L. Carter
2519 Deerfield Drive
Petersburg, VA 23805
Tel. (804) 732-0732

Historian &
Public Information
Director

Open
Position

?

Anybody
willing to volunteer

REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP
PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES
As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable January 1 of the dues year.
To participate in the decision-making processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues.
MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
97TH SERVICE: FROM__________TO_________ COMPANY/PLATOON________________________
My Dues are enclosed for the years:
2012_______2013_______2014_______2015_______2016_______
The Association also offers a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______
Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each.
LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____

Important
Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association
Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:
James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630

Don’t forget to

renew your membership!
To receive the ROSTER and
COMMUNICATOR you have to be
up to date with your dues.
Also, please check e-mail and other
addresses; it’s vital we get the
CORRECT information.

ADDRESS CHANGE

Cut out form below and send to Secretay

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________________
OLD ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________
NEW ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________
EFFECTIVE DATE:_____________ TEL.: #________________E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________
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Membership News & Services
All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER:
New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make
corrections/changes in your member roster.
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter.
Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the
subsequent newsletter.
When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the Active Roster up
to date at all times.
Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on
to your last retreat.
Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;
e-mail 97th business only: jadpad@pacbell.net

Where is my Newsletter?
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.
Reasons:
I did not pay my dues!
Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!! Dues to be paid January of each year.
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter.
Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.

ATTENTION ―SNOWBIRDS‖
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP,
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address.
Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.
Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT
TO YOUR NEW ADDRESS—even if you notify them of the change.
We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!

Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:
SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630; Tel.: 916-984-4634
NAME:
OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADRESS

STREET
CITY
STATE/ZIP
DATE: FROM
REMARKS:
CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY!
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TO

There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your
corrections to Secretary :

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630;
e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net
Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date.

E-mail Additions/Changes
*NEW MEMBERS / FIRST-TIME E-mail
** LIFETIME MEMBERS *** CHANGE

Address, telephone & e-mail changes & corrections
are printed in each issue.
Please check and make entries in your rosters.

*** Ken Suddeth

ksuddeth1@bellsouth.net

Address & Tel. changes:

***Johnny Albritton

JAlbritton1@nc.rr.com

Walter Baney, 407 Palm Ave., Wildwood FL 34785
Tel.: 419-367-0691

*** Stephen Fenner

stemar12@aol.com

*** Robert Renaud

robertrenaud67@gmail.com

Kenneth W. Fetterman, 656 Beaver Dr., Rochester
MLS. PA 15771-7006

*** Walter Baney

baneys@msn.com

18

Jerry Dyson, 654 Girard St. N.W. Apt. 408, Washington, DC 20001

SUPPLY DEPOT

Call George Case — Tel.: 641-357-7569 or e-mail: geocase@netins.net
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