
 Special and eventful ...                  
       It was a special and interesting Re-
union this year. Aside from the annual 
elections, other memorable events stand 
out: 

   The Presidents Award was renamed 
“The David C. Harris III Award”; the Ma-
jor Aldrich Family established a Scholar-
ship in his memory; a record number of 
new members joined the Association; the 
new Hofbräuhaus in Cincinatti was an 
absolute “tolles Vergnügen”; the 97th got 
the place going and the other guests 
joined right in—dancing in the aisles and 
on the tables; The 97th Red Hat Ladies 
had a great time; the golfers always en-
joy the friendly competition; others en-
joyed the Aquarium and Gambling 
Cruise. The banquet was festive with 
some new members in attendance. 

Thank you Bob and Linda for all your 
effort you put into this reunion. 

   There seems to be an air of renewed 
commitment to the Association with sev-
eral members volunteering for “jobs”. 

   Many members are looking forward to 
the Mini-reunion in Germany; a wonder-
ful idea by Charlie Hornsby  - and also 
organization of it. We wish them “eine 
gute Reise”! 

   We are looking forward to next year’s 
National Reunion in San Diego, Califor-
nia—Jimmy Dykes is already hard at 
work.   

  Last but not least, Thank You Gene for 
two years of a great Presidency, and 
Congratulations Charlie for becoming the 
new President of the Association, and 
the new Directors. 

 

Stay well and keep in touch. 
  Walt & Melitta 

 

The Communicator 

  Issued to members of the 97th 
Signal Battalion Association as an 
informational guide to activities of the 
Association, and to further the com-
radeship between active members; 
not only for now but also in the future. 

Active members receive this publica-
tion with membership. Inactive mem-
bers may obtain copies by sending 
$2.50 per copy to the Secretary. 

Any news items, etc. to be published 
in The Communicator should be 
sent to the editors before the cut-off 
dates listed below: 

March 1, June 1, September 1, 
December 1.   Thanks 

Communication: 

Michael J. Taptick—Secretary             
3 High Ridge Circle                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                    
Tel: (860) 848-0895                                         
E-mail: Mike97th@myeastern.com 

Newsletter Co-editors                       
Walt & Melitta Fort                        
1048 Buckingham Dr.                                   
Allentown, PA 18103-9785                                       
Tel: (610)740-0808                             
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com 

Visit our Website:         
www.triedandtrue.org 

Send any information pertaining to           
the 97th Signal Battalion to:                   
Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &                       
Cyberland guru                                          
PO BOX 1337                                           
Warren, MI 48090                                           
E-mail: Jkilburn@Kilburn.org 

Online Community: 

There is an online forum on Delphi, 
where members have an opportunity 
to “express their own personal views 
about different topics”. The online 
community is called “97th Signal 
Battalion Association”.  The Forum 
can be reached at: 

http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/                                                           
The messages are:                        
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/ messages 

  

 

Note: 

• Reunion News & Pictures 

• Scholarship  established 

Send us more : 

• Recalling your military service for our 
Your Story column.  

• News of anniversaries  

• “SNOWBIRDS” please read p.4 
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Mini—Reunion  in Germany,                    
Fall 2005 Update  

The trip is totally sold out! 

Schöne und Fröhliche Reise! 
We do expect a full report in form of                

a travel story with pictures. 

Ladies,   

Please read the 97th Ladies’ page, and 
consider doing  some volunteering.                   
It will be gratifying for everyone. 

Thank you.  

 

HOSTS 

Bob & Linda 
Sentell 



   All the recipients of the awards did outstanding work in making our 
stays at their reunions an enjoyable occasion. Hats off to Bob and 
Linda Sentell for the outstanding Reunion we just attended. If you 
missed this one, you surely missed a very good one. Bob had 
planned something for everyone each day. All the talk from the men 
golfers in the CP room was that the Golf Tournament is improving 
each year. Come on all you fellows who have not attended  a reun-
ion, now would be the time to do so and get to know each other 
better.  

It was with great pride and pleasure for Bob Sentell and me to pre-
sent the United States of America Flag to David Harris for his de-
voted service. Congratulations to our new Supply Sergeant George 
A. Case. This was George’s first time in sales for the Association 
and George did an outstanding job selling his merchandise. We look 
forward to the future as George has many great ideas for items to 
sell. 

It is my humble opinion that the membership has an outstanding 
group of men serving as Officers and Directors this year. I am look-
ing forward working with the Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer 
and the Board. Our biggest challenge this coming year will be  cost 
control in all our endeavors. When I call on you to serve on a com-
mittee, please do not turn me down; we need new members to serve 
now and at a later time. 

A record 34 new members have joined the Association within the 
last three months, thanks to the great job or our “Recruiters”. 

Last but not least is the trip in the Fall to Germany. There are 49 
persons going as one group, and another six are traveling by car. I 
cannot take any more. Four members have asked to be placed on 
stand-by, just in case of a last minute cancellation. 

  T & T Charles Hornsby ,”B” Troop 50-52 

Always 

Looking for a few Good Men!!! 
Requirements: one meeting per 
year and a big heart.                                                                                           
Compensation: satisfaction of making a con-
tribution to the Association. 
We need volunteers to serve on the Board 
and also lend a helping hand—or two—with 
some other tasks.                    

Be a Director—make a difference! 

 

 

Don’t forget to renew your member-
ship!  To receive the ROSTER and                 
COMMUNICATOR you have to be up to 
date with your dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and other 
addresses; it’s vital we get the             
CORRECT information. 

NOTE: 

     Please, send any  ad-
ministrative  news— 
items pertaining to new 
membership, change of 
addresses (incl. e-mail), 
illnesses, deaths notices— to the  

Secretary/Treasurer  

Mike Taptick. 

                            

     It is with great pride and honor to serve as the President of 
the 97th Signal Battalion Association for the next two years. There are 
some mighty big shoes to fill, left by the past presidents of the Association. 

Congratulations to our new Vice-President Robert A. Sentell and the two 
new members elected to the Board of Directors, Gary W. Craig and David 
L. Radke. Andrè J. Arceneaux resigned as a board member and Gene 
Darmstedter appointed Meir I. Horvitz to serve Andrè’s remaining term.  

Past President Darmstedter appointed three members to serve on the Ma-
jor Richard Aldrich Scholarship Fund; Walter M. Fort, Emilio F. Bandiero 
and James B.O”Kelly. I have asked Jim to serve as the Chairman of the 
Fund. 

Approximately one week before the National Reunion in May the Associa-
tion received a check in the amount of $500.00, a donation to the Associa-
tion from the son of the late Major Richard Aldrich. Major Aldrich was a 
member of the 97th Signal battalion during World War II. Past President 
Darmstedter and his board made a decision to form a Scholarship Fund 
and to appoint three members to serve on the governing body at the reun-
ion. 

Our President’s Award has a new name. During the Membership meeting in 
Florence, KY the membership approved renaming the Award to the David  
C. Harris III Award. Congratulations Dave for many, many long and loving 
hours of faithful service you have given to the Association. Not only did you 
start the Association, but you stayed on as Secretary/Treasurer for over ten 
years. Now, in the last year or two you have taken on the job as Association 
Historian. God bless you and Gloria. This year, the President’s Award was 
given to Gary and Charlene Craig for outstanding work in getting the 97th 
Ladies Red Hat Society started within the Association; to Sam and Ofelia 
Sanchez for hosting the 2004 National Reunion in San Antonio, Texas; 
Certificates of Recognition and Appreciation to Gene and Mary Darmsted-
ter, Walt and Melitta Fort and Donald and Marge Schneider for hosting the 
Mini-reunion in 2004 in Niagara Falls, Canada.. 
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Administrative Notices/News 

President’s Corner… The View From Here 

  

Dave Harris...                 
..is now the                                                    
Publicity Director of the 97th Signal 
Battalion Association  and Historian 
of the Association; he will also help 
with the member search; a tireless, 
intrepid member!!! 

Historian e-mail:                    
Army97thsbhistry@aol.com 

PIO e-mail:              
Army97thsbpio@aol.com 

 

Appointment of                                           
Assistant Historian and Public 
Information Director                            
Jim O’Kelley                

 

The Communicator 

NOTICE: 

George Case                      
has assumed the    

position of                             
Supply Sergeant             

as of February 2005. 
 

See Order Form              
Supply Depot page 



                            

     Welcome New Members                                             

Morton L. Axelrod & Kaye E. Schonbach                
366 Valley View Rd., King of Prussia, PA 19406;    
Tel.: 610-265-6179; CO A 60-62                                         
Alice Marmon Moe-wife of M/Sgt Donald R. Moe   
Sherwood Lake, 150 Kern St. #33, Salinas, CA 93905-
2038; Tel. : 831-422-2901                                         
Curtis A. & Shirley Akers                                          
Box 2622, Pikesville, KY 41502;                                   
Tel. : 606-432-4471; CO A 59-61                              
Alan H. & Karen A. Cross                                        
17831 Maple St. Lansing,  IL. 60438-2445;               
Tel. : 708-474-1993; HQ CO 66-67                      
Dathan E. & Mary A. Swanson                                
301 W. Sheridan Ave., DuBois, PA 15801-3045;                   
Tel.: 814-375-9795                                                                 
Colman F. Pigott                                                     
10716 Old River Rd., Forestville, CA 95436;             
Tel.: 707-887-7993; CO C 68-69                                            
Tom M. & Fran Greene                                             
1406 Bowman Lane, Brentwood, TN 37027-6917;   
Tel.: 615-373-3811; WOC 56-58                                       
Edward & Linda Cole                                              
11260 Denning Rd., Jonesville, MI 49250;                          
Tel.: 517-563-8866; WOC 56-58                                       
Gerald & Ingrid Havens                                            
116 Holiday Dr., Martinez, GA 30907;                               
Tel.: 706-284-6394; A & C CO 66-69                     
Lowell T. Schmidt                                                    
239 A. St St. , Bakersfield, CA 93304;                      
Tel.: 661-325-2916; CO B 64066                             
Raymond L. & Pat Macholtz                                    
HC 31 BOX 1870, Happy Jack, AZ, 86024;             
Tel.: 928-477-2225; CO C 66-68                                     
Carl L. & Judith Vito                                                
Matthew Rd., Cumberland, RI 02864;                              
Tel.: 401-334-4644; CO C 63-64                                        
Edward Valtierra                                                               
750 Oddstad Blvd., Apt.208A,  Pacifica, CA 94044-
4461; Tel.: 650-738-1064; HQ PHOTO PTL 57-59 
Ernest & Anne Marie Rottinger                                  
3201 Bowman Lane, Parma, OH 44134;                     
Tel.: 440-842-9349; CO C 63-64                                     
Richard & Judith Dekoning                                        
1598 N. Ridge Rd., Oregon, IL 61061-8904;            
Tel.: 815-734-6608; HQS CO 60-62                                 
Donald Mallard                                                       
10729 Chert St., El Paso, TX 79924-1648;                      
Tel.: 915-821-7001; O A 60-62                                         
Terrence J. &  Janis McCabe                                  
1717 Carmel Ave., Eugene, OR 97401;                             
Tel.: 541-687-8595; HQ CO 65-67                                    
Michael S. Blaszka                                                            
21906 Calvin Ln.; Port Charlotte, FL 33952              
Tel.:  941-743-4637; CO A 67-68                                                                                
Thomas & Linda Hashman                                      
715 N. Hamilton; Lincoln, IL 62656;                         
Tel.: 217-735-5070; CO C 66-68                           
David D. & Jean M. Fraijo                                      
3526 Arburetum Cir.; Corona, CA 92881;                        
Tel.: 951-272-2910; CO B 67-69                                   

Editors’ note:                                                                              
We apologize for any errors—particularly names mis-
spelled, e-mails mixed up; no malice intended. We have to 
rely on various sources for information, and we are trying 
our best to be accurate. Please check your updated e-mail 
lists, rosters and newsletter when they are published. 

New LIFETIME                 
Members                             

Donald Mallard                    
David D. Fraijo                        

J.A. (Jay) Dippel                     
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John H. III & Paula Bergman III                                   
6225 W. Kimberly Way, Glendale, AZ 85308;                       
Tel.: 623-572-9934; CO B 65-66                                           
John E. & Laurie Vairetta                                                    
1701 Fieldcrest Cir., Franklin, TN 37064;                               
Tel. :615-599-0765; HQ C) 64-65                                       
J.A. (Jay) & Eleanor G. Dippel                                            
P.O.  BOX 746, Village Mills, TX 77663;                       
Tel.: 409-834-6275; BN HQ 61-63; HQ B CO 64                
Foyd & Kay  Flynt                                                                   
14717 North Fm. 46 , Bremont, TX 76629;                               
el.: 254-746-7406; HQ CO 60-63 PHOTO PL.                      
William R. & Carole Templar                                                        
12 Columbine Ln., Hilton Head, SC 29928;                           
Tel.: 843-363-5400; JOC PTL(PANZER)TDY Toul-
Rossiere, Air Base France 54-56                                        
James & Helga Garling                                                          
345 Circle Court, Tillamook, OR 97141-3104;                      
Tel.: 503-842-4422; CO D/A 6064                                      
Miles P. Henderson                                                                 
6302 Mineral Point Rd. #212, Madison, WI 53705 ;               
Tel.: 608-233-2724; PHOTO PL. 60-61                           
Joseph J. Bradberry                                                      
3318 Orange Ave. # 60, Ft. Pierce, FL 34047;              
Tel.: 772-466-6788; CO B 64-67                                                     
James L. Paukert                                                              
2255 Switzer Rd. #102,  Gulfport, MS 39507-3838; Tel.: 
228-239-1978; CO Freudenheim (SP) Bunker  70 -71                                          
John C. & Rosemarie C. Kolb                                       
20101 E. Valley Blvd. Ste. B, Walnut, CO 91789;  Tel.: 
909-594-8162; C) A Mannheim-Sullivan Barracks 64-66                                      
William H. & Margaret W. Mitchell                                    
1521 W. Palmetto Fort, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29466-8833; 
Tel.: 843-886-4704; RADIO CO 54-56                                   
James I. & Carolyn Fulkerson                                   
6099 E. 250 South, Franklin, IN 46131;                        
Tel.; 517-738-2155; CO E 66-67 

E-Mail Addresses of 
new members are fur-
ther in this issue under 

new/corrected              
E-mail  

A great big WELCOME to all new 
members. We hope to see many of you at 

the National and Mini-reunions! 



                            

  

All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 

 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. 
Make corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                     
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published 
in the subsequent newsletter.  

 When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your 
e-mail or any pertinent item, please  inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We 
try very hard to keep the Active Roster up to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on 
to your last retreat. 

Charlie Hornsby,  

Keeper of the Roster  e-mail 97th business only: army97thsb.v-p@verizon.net  

Achtung! 

Where is my Newsletter?                                         

We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

• I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.  
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

• Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”  
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to Mike Taptick in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                             
  SECRETARY : Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT, 06382.                                
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NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 

REMARKS: 



 

         As required by Association By-Laws this is to notify members that          
Assn. Dues are payable in January of each year.                    

  

Please make checks payable to: 97th Sig Bn Assn. 

      Send to : Mike Taptick— Secretary,  

    3 High Ridge Circle,  

    Uncasville, CT 06382 

   Have you thought about becoming a “Lifetime Member”? The cost is $100.00. 

Members may pay their lifetime membership in four consecutive monthly payments of $25.00. Some members also take ad-
vantage of paying their membership two or more years in advance; just a thought. 

   Quite a few members have let their membership lapse for various reasons. If members see or hear from their friends, 
please encourage them to remain active in the Association by rejoining. 

 

Dues are $10.00 annually; $100.00 for Lifetime Membership. Please use Dues Form below.  

NAME:  ASN: 

NEW/RENEW 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

LIFETIME $100.00     

INSTALLMENTS:   
Lifetime 

Month 1: $25.00 Month 2: $25.00 Month 3: $25.00 Month 4: $25.00  

√ Check one of the methods of payment 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS: 

NEW ADDRESS: 

EFFECTIVE DATE:                                  TEL.#                           E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Cut along dotted line 

Cut along dotted line 

ADDRESS CHANGE 
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Taps 

          

      Eugene Darmstedter is the Association 
Membership Chairman. He asks that each of us reach back 
in our memory bank and come up with some names from 
those days when we were  in Germany. It’s important to find 
more of our younger guys who served from 1965 and later. 
We have to use any type of search available to us. You 
may send names to Eugene via: 

E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        
Blasdell, NY 14219                                                                               
Tel: (716) 822-2380                           
  

      These members are ill, and would 
appreciate cards, phone calls, etc. We 
hope, many are on the way to recovery, 
and/or are well again.                                          

Tom McMahon                Betty Davis                                                              
Karl Weaver                    Phil Smith                                           
Joyce Bury                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Janice Barnhart is still undergoing experi-
mental chemo-therapy.  

Lots of knee replacements being done.        

 

 If a member hears of another ill member, 
please notify Andy Whitton so that he may 
send get well wishes on behalf of the Associa-
tion. 

Andrew Whitton, 70 Blanchard Rd.,   
Marlton, NJ 08053-2943;                                
Tel.:(856) 983-7587 

 

Wilbur Cranford, Albany, GA , 3-12-85                       
Verlon Mashburn,                                                      
Barton Roffee, Sept. 2003                                     
Dale O. Couer, 2-5-1999                                   
Michael Chambers, 2005                                    
Rudolf J. Glogovcsan, Jr.        

Remembering our Comrades 
who have taken their Last 

Retreat 

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 
A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

Cut along dotted line 

                            

ill members…     ...keep in touch 

Where in the World... 
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Let’s all stay well and 
keep in touch!!! 

 

A Record Number of New Members 

 

It seems that all the work of “FINDING BUD-
DIES” is paying off!!! Thanks to the recent ef-
forts of our “RECRUITERS”, It certainly shows in 

the steady growth in the total membership; we 
have a record number of new members in this 

issue of the Newsletter.  

Everybody try and find an old buddy! 



R  
E 
U 
N 
I 
O 
N 
S 

      The Association has estab-
lished a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”. 
This fund is used for any of our mem-
bers who are unable to attend our 
reunions because of financial consid-
erations. 

   Should any of our comrades wish to 
attend the reunions, please contact 
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators: 
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell (St. Helen, MI). Any 
information regarding this plan is 
treated as “Confidential”, and not 
made available to the general mem-
bership. 

   If any member is aware of another 
member being in need of such assis-
tance, please notify one of the Fund 
Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such service, 
can arrive in the reunion city, we will 
assist with the lodging and banquet. 

 

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th             
         is Alive and Well”. 

Mini-Reunion                           

Böblingen, Germany 2005           

National Reunion                            

April 30th—May 6th 2006                    
San Diego, CA   
Mini-Reunion                                    

September or October  2006              
Clear Lake, Iowa 

   Dave Harris and Bob Sentell 
developed a package of       
detailed guidelines and 

forms to be sent to Convention Cen-
ters/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. 
for our reunions. This is a very valuable 
tool for anyone who considers hosting a 
reunion; it minimizes the stress of deal-
ing with various offices and people.  

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator 
for reunions) for this material. 

   New recommendations for              
hosting the Mini-Reunions                      

are also in place.  

       

      We have gained many new 
members in the past few years, 

and the reunions 
will be growing 
steadily; we 
need                                  
more helping 
hands. 

                                                             

Please consider being a host for 
a reunion in the years ahead. It’s 
never too early! 
       If two or three members get to-
gether to hold a reunion, it would be 
so much easier for everyone. The 
more the merrier; it’s less of a burden 
just for one host, and can be lots of 
fun, too. 

By helping with some of the 
tasks—like serving on the reun-
ion committee—members will 
feel more involved in the future 
of the Association! 

Note: 

Volunteers 

wanted 

What’s Your Name? 

   Arrangements have been made to procure  per-
manent name tags for members, spouses and 
guests. The tags have black lettering on a yellow 
background with the 97th Crest on the upper left, 
and crossed signal flags on the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by sending  

$4.75 per tag to Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT 06382-2086 with the necessary information.  

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $4.75 $ 
Add $1.00 up to 
two tags f. S&H  $ 

  ENCLOSED $  

Mark Your Calendars! 
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SOLD OUT 
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One Reunion is over and the planning for the next is already in motion.                                                                                    
Some information is available now; much more detailed information will be coming. 

National Reunion  April 30—May 6, 2006 San Diego, CA 

You may want to mark your calendars now!?! 
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Front L-R: Shirley Riggle, Edna Felder, Mary Darmstedter, Ida Torres, Melitta Fort                                                                                                                                 
Second L-R: Marie Nemith, Maureen Whitton, Patsy Melendez, Jan Sevier, Mardean Smith, Dee Radke, Edith Hornsby, Charlene Craig                                 
Third L-R: Betty Cherry, Wally Palazzetti, Martha Fenner, Gerda Meek, Virginia Mackay, Shirley Bishop, Dorotha Johnson, Gloria Harris, 
Christina Ward                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Fourth L-R: Mavis Goertzen, Jane Albritton, Edith Case, Fran Knouse, Linda Sentell, Barbara Allison, Gail Smalley, Jean Arceneaux, Rosie 
Roberts 

Front L-R: Gary Craig, Richard Kurlovich, Andrè Arceneaux, William Riggle, Gene Darmstedter, Don Dulen, Max Knouse, Jimmy Dykes                    
Second L-R: Jon Kilburn, Meir Horvitz, Steve Fenner, Leo Goertzen, Robert Huckabee, Norm Allison, Michael Cragel, Dave Harris, Ch. Hornsby 
Third L-R: W.T. Smith, Andy Whitton, Joeseph Federl, Louis Felder, Tom Bishop, George Case, Dave Radke, Richard Meek, Ray Melendez,                         
Howie Mackay, Billy Johnson                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Fourth L-R: John Smith, Billy Sevier, Hartwell Lawrence, Bob Sentell, William Pinchback, Richard Holliday, Tom Greene, Dom Palazzetti,                       
Roque Torres .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Absent: Walt Fort, Johnnie Albritton, Sam Sanchez, Mike Taptick, Leonard Yusko, Ed Cole 
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Reunion—Attendees 

*New Members 

 

Albritton, Johnnie & Jane                     
Allison, Norman & Barbara                   
Arceneaux, Andrè & Jean                    
*Bishop, Tom & Shirley                      
Case, George & Edie                           
Cherry, Betty                                      
*Cole, Edward                                      
*Cragel, Michael & Dee Stiffler             
Craig, Gary & Charlene                        
Darmstedter, Gene & Mary                 
Davidson, Debbie & Ralph                
Dulen, Donald & Eva                            
Dykes, Jimmy & Pat                            
*Federl, Joe & Edna                             
Felder, Louis & Edna                         
Fenner, Stephen & Martha               
Fort, Walt & Melitta                            
Goertzen, Leo & Mavis                        
Gorman, Don & Vicki (Betty Cherry 
        Guests)   
*Greene, Tom                                        
Harris, David & Gloria                      
Holliday, Richard & Gail Smalley      
Hornsby, Charlie & Edith               
*Horvitz, Meir                                        
Huckabee, Robert & Nancy              
*Johnson, Billy & Dorotha                  
Kilburn, Jon                                       
Knouse, Max & Fran                          
Korulvech Richard & Marie Nemith    
Lawrence, Hartwell & Lotti                 
Mackay, Howie & Virginia            
Meek, Richard & Gerda                     
Melendez, Ray & Pattsy                       
Palazzetti , Dom & Wally                     
Pinchback, William                            
Radke, David & Dee                         
Riggle, William & Shirley                   
Roberts, Rosie                                    
Sanchez, Samuel                             
Sentell, Bob & Linda                          
Sevier, Billy & Jan                              
Smith, W.T. and Mardeen                     
Smith, John & Helga                            
Taptick, Mike                                     
Torres, Roque & Ida                          
Ward, Christina                                                                
Whitton, Andrew & Maureen             
Yusko, Leonard & Ethel                                                                  

 

Dave Harris’ Letter of Appreciation for Honors  

Association Officers: 

Please accept my thanks and appreciation for 
the honors you bestowed upon me at the reun-
ion in Kentucky. To be so honored in having 
the Association’s most prestigious award with 
my name on it, is something I will never forget 
and will forever cherish. In all my endeavors 
with and for the 97th Signal Battalion Associa-
tion, the thoughts of this award will always guide me in the completion of the 
task.  

Also, the giving of the National Colors makes one so proud that ones com-
rades feel he deserves the praise these National Colors present.  

Again, I thank you and will strive to maintain your trust in me. 

“TRIED & TRUE” 

Dave Harris 

MAJOR RICHARD ALDRICH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

I received a roster containing the names of former 97th  Members who served during the 
WW II era. There were sixty (60) names of former members on this roster. Major Richard 
Aldrich was on this list. 

On 28th October 2004 , acting as the Historian, I mailed a letter to these sixty members ad-
vising that we had formed an Association and welcomed them to join us. 

Also in this letter, these members were asked to search their military records for names of 
97th members who served during the WW II era. The reason was that we do not have many 
names of the men who served during that time.                                                                              
Almost six months later I was contacted by Charles R. Aldrich, son of the Major. He advised 
that he was making a donation to the Association in Memory of his father who had passed 
on.                                                                                    A check in the amount of $500.00 
was received and passed on to our President. It was determined that this money would not 
be entered into the general Association fund, but would be deposited into an account fund 
titled “Major Richard Aldrich Scholarship Fund”. Upon being aware of this fund, four of our 
members at once made additional pledges to this funs in the amount of $550.00; so the fund 
now stands at $1050.00.As I understand, we will have as our guest at the banquet the 
daughter and grandsons of major Aldrich. Mrs. Carol Aldrich Hunter (daughter) has indicated 
she will donate an additional $500.00 to the fund in memory of her father. 

This scholarship fund will be implemented to assist the grand– and great-grandchildren of 
former 97th members who served from April 10, 942 thru September 17, 1993, who are en-
rolled/accepted to an accepted college/university in the USA. The intricate details remain to 
be worked out and implemented. 

We shall leave the major details to the President who will appoint three of the most qualified 
persons of this organization to administer the program. Members who wish to donate to this 
worthwhile fund, may checks payable to: Richard Aldrich Scholarship Fund and forward to 
the Secretary/Treasurer. 

Dave Harris 

The Family of Major Aldrich                    
attended the Banquet at the 

Reunion in Kentucky and for-
mally made the bequest to the 

Association. 
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CHANGING of the GUARD 

Eugene Darmstedter               
outgoing President                  
officially introduces                          
incoming President              
Charles Hornsby  

President Charlie Hornsby &Vice-President 
Robert Sentell presenting Dave Harris with the 
National Colors Flag, that was flown over the White 
House, for his devoted service. The certified flag was 
presented to the 97th Signal Battalion by Kentucky 
Senator Jim Bunning. A fitting honor for Dave,              
the Father and Founder of the 97th Sig Bn Association. 

The Association unanimously 
voted to rename the annual 
President’s Award to the 
David Harris Award. 

Dave & his wife Gloria 

Below: Bob Sentell reading 
the renaming of the Award 

Gary and Charlene Craig received the 
President’s Award for their generous 
contribution to the 97th Red Hat Ladies 
event at the San Antonio Reunion, 2004. 

Gene & Mary Darmstedter; Walt and Melitta 
Fort; Don & Marge Schneider (absent) received 
Certificates of Achievement and Appreciation for the 
Mini-Reunion in Niagara Falls, 2004 

Ofelia & Sam Sanchez received 
a Certificate of Achievement and                
Appreciation for hosting the                       
San Antonio Reunion, 2004 

2005  

ANNUAL  

REUNION                  

FLORENCE, 
KY 

Congratulations  to All 
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Our intrepid Mem-
bers— Sam Sanchez 
& Bob Sentell                      
Perfect Reunion 
Attendance 

Front Row:   Linda Sentell, 
Edna Felder, Gail Smalley   
Second Row: Mavis Go-
ertzen, Marie Nemith, Jean 
Arceneaux, Mardean 
Smith, Ida Torres, Betty 
Cherry, Fran Knouse, 
Ginny McKay                    
Third Row: Wally Palazetti, 
Gloria Harris, Martha Fen-
ner, Dee Radke, Ethel 
Yusko, Jan Sevier                
Top Row: Gerda & Richard 
Meek 

New Members 

Michael Cragel & Dee Stiffler 

Meir Horvitz,  Joseph Federl, Tom Greene  

Edward Cole not able to attend Banquet 

Tom  & Shirley Bishop 

Dorotha & Billy Johnson 
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Betty Cherry and her friends Vicki & Don Gorman 

Jane does not need to worry... 

Ida and Roque(?) are enjoy-
ing the dance & music 

 

Ida & 
Mardean 
are sere-
naded by 

the D.J. 

 

 A great gathering of new and old members 

Debbie & Ralph Davidson 

Dancing the 
Anniversary 

Waltz 

W.T. & 
Mardean  
celebrate 
their 50th. 

Gene and his bride 
strolling into the 
sunset after two 
years of service as 
the Association 
President. 

 

THE  

BANQUET 

Dancing on a Kentucky cloud... 
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The band plays on and on.. with gusto!!!   
They were “sehr gut”!!! 

...raise your 
steins and say              
eins, zwei, 
suffa... 

“Can you hear me now? It’s 
blasted noisy in here…” 

 

Everybody enjoyed                      
the food, drink and                 
entertainment at the  

HOFBRÄUHAUS                     
in Cincinnati 

Some danced and   
some cheered on the 

dancers. 
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Gerda, Jane & Rosie at the Bar 

Der Musikmeister 

Who can dance the Polka best…? 

The girls fraternizing with male help... ...the guys fraternizing with the female help Nothing like a good beer 

It’s nice to be here... 

What a great evening 

Prost to you 
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Ida & Roque on their alternate transportation (cool!) 

Some things never 
change—THEN  and NOW. 

Jim Tessmer & Bob Renaud 
Böblingen in 1968           

and same form at Mini-
reunion in Niagara Falls 

2004 

..it’s nice to just sit here 

Andrè showing Tom the good stuff 

Bob always has a birthday at the reunions! 

Comparing notes about 
reunions... 

Cheers to Howie with a cup of coffee 

Whose gams are these 
anyway??? 

...shooting the breeze in the CP room 



          We have had a few contributions in the Newslet-
ter—from some of our members about their military 
service— especially those who have been in Germany 
during WWII. 

   It is so important to hear about members’ experi-
ences which shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of 
stories that would be interesting to the group. 

   We have published several of those accounts so far, and 
hope, it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We 
invite any comments/suggestions. 

   If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the 
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a                     
mail-in form for written responses because some members are 
not able to attend the reunions. 

   On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a 
guideline for members to think about when they are being inter-
viewed (It was formerly called Story Time). 

   The Interview Form (two pages) is on the last pages of the 
NEWSLETTER for your convenience. However, in order to 
save some postage, we will insert those forms only once a 
year.  

 

Why did you join, and how old were you?                               
What was your occupation at the time?                                      

Where did you have your basic training, and other additional 
training?                                                                                                   
What and where was/were your assignments)?                        
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                              
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of 
the world?                                                                                               
When, where, how long?                                                         
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that 
generation)                                                                                                  
When did you come home?                                                           
What did you do after you returned home?                                    
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your 
future?                                                                                         

   Any additional information is welcome. We also would like 
pictures in uniform and a recent  photograph (original 
prints if possible for better reproduction). 

 

                            

Your Story... 

A Tale of Stripes 
By George Case, Spec4, U.S. Army, HQ 
Co, 97th Sig Bn; Maj. USAF, Retired                                                                                                    
Here is a story of promotions; First Sgt 
KEMP; S/Sgt Taylor, and myself. 

     I arrived at the 97th Sig Bn Hq Co. 
somewhere around the 1st of December 
1958, and was assigned to the Photo Lab 
as a Photographer, Still. (I still wonder 
why the military writes things that way). On-the-job training started right 
away and I was on my way to being a Base Photog. My first non-duty 
hours assignment was at the Officers’ Club on a Sunday afternoon for 
an event where several awards and recognitions were to be presented. 
I had an uneventful weekend, and on my way to the Sunday evening 
movies was asked by a friend how the job went that afternoon. Sud-
denly , I had a cold feeling in my stomach. I FORGOT! TO GO! Need-
less to say, first thing Monday morning Capt. Redmon called me into his 
office; the 1st Sgt. wanted to talk to me. I’m not sure S/Sgt. Taylor was 
in the Platoon at this time, yet. Well, I was informed that Failure to Re-
port for Duty was taken seriously, especially by those at the O’Club who 
wanted pictures for their loved ones receiving awards. When asked for 
my current rank, FIRST SGT. KEMP replied, “ he was promoted to PFC 
late on Friday”. So—I was informed of a promotion to PFC and demoted 
back to Pvt E-2 in the same sentence. In an attempt to make the lesson 
meaningful, I waited for 4 months, the entire time-in-grade period, to get 
the PFC promotion again.                                                                                                                                  

   Thinking that I had learned how the “system works, I worked hard, 
paid attention, learned how to perform to the required standards in 
many situations, I thought I was doing well. One day, about 4 months 
after being promoted to PFC, I was assigned to Echterdingen Air Field 
to take pictures of an event. During that event I was informed by the 
General’s Aide that I needed a haircut. I finished the job, drove home to 
Panzer, and was met at the door of the Photo Lab by S/Sgt Taylor, who 
accompanied me to the First Sgt’s Office, and immediately relieved my 
uniform of those extra decorations: PFC stripes. Back to Pvt E-2. 

    Not only did I get it, bit I seemed to have learned some attitudes and 
skills required to keep it. As the months went by and my life expanded 
to include the French girl I have spoken of before, I trained on the Big 
Camera, and took it on TDY trips; was selected for Flight status as an 
Aerial Photog. and passed the Pro-Pay test.                                                 

   Now, in those days, in my world, that was top-of-the-heap. HOW-
EVER… Remember the German-American Festival/Open House we 
used to have? As I remember, this particular event was early in 1961, I 
think our Battalion Commander was Lt. Col. Smith. He was married to 
a German lady, and there was a beautiful 14 year-old daughter in the 
family. I was assigned to take pictures of the AYA activities, and a 
couple of other things during the festivities on Saturday. A Parade of 
Youth was scheduled to proceed from the AYA to the Post Gate and 
beyond, therefore, I was given a jeep to carry my camera, supplies, 
and to facilitate my movements to meet the requirements of a full day 
schedule for the photog. Seems like an uneventful event, to you? Well, 
later, the Col’s daughter wanted to go back to the AYA, and she didn’t 
think she should walk; after all here is a man in uniform and a jeep 
readily available. She flagged me down, got in and said “take me to 
AYA”, and then filled the jeep with her friends, about five of them, Ger-
man and American. I drove out the PX gate and went to the AYA. 
There was some protest on my part, but then I considered the conse-
quences for doing it...or...not doing it. I didn’t know what to do, so I did 
what was requested. And before I could get away from the AYA she 
wanted another ride back to the front gate. This looked like real trouble 
to me. What to do? I drove to the front gate – remember the Motor Pool 
was straight ahead. I turned in the vehicle ASAP—I figured walking 
would be less hazardous to my stripes. No problem, I finished the day 
on foot.  

   Monday morning, I was at S/Sgt. Taylor’s door in the Dorm before he 
even went to breakfast. I told him the story, and he said “I’ll see you at 
work”. About 0900 S/Sgt. Taylor asked me to accompany him to the 
First  SGT’s Office. Well, here we go again! I was read Article 31, and 
asked to relate my story regarding the activities of the weekend, espe-
cially as they pertained to the Battalion Commander’s daughter; under-
age passengers in my jeep, and my ability to make decisions as a 
representative of the U.S. Army in an international setting. Ever 
thought about your own future…as balanced with the Battalion Com-
mander’s daughter’s future, especially when she is 14?   Cont’d p. 18 
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Cont’d from p. 17 

     I did the best I could, trying to put myself in a neutral position and 
downplaying the precocious teenager angle. I’m sweating bullets, I’m 
having trouble expressing my intentions!! I’m done for it!!                                      
I do not remember who the Commander of HQ Co was, but  when it 
was all over he said: “Case, did you have the best intentions of the 
U>S> Army in your heart during this escapade?” I replied, “Yes Sir”. 
“Well then”, he replied, “Here is what I have for you today. If I see you 
again,         I will take these back” and he handed me SPEC-4 
patches!                    And also a ROAR of LAUGHTER behind me. 
MSGT Kemp and S/SGT Taylor had just played a joke that was obvi-
ously hilarious ..to them. Even the Commander had a smile. They are 
sick! My wedding was scheduled, I worked hard, I tried to do well, 
and these guys are playing with my life. I almost fainted; I needed 
help walking out of the Commander’s Office. It took me three years of 
active duty to make SPEC-4. I was promoted to PFC on three sepa-
rate occasions, and Spec-4 only once. We all recovered, and I did 
learn to see the humor in it. Finally! 

     I did make up for it though. I have promotion orders from 
E-1 through E-7 and O-1 through O-4, across a 20-year ca-
reer of U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force.  Some of the events 
were better than others, but it was all good. And I would do it 
all again; my wife says “likewise”. Even today, she would 

move one more time, if it were close to a 
Military Installation. 
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George & Edie  

He is the new Supply Sgt., and 
both are going to host the             
Mini-reunion in Clear Lake, Iowa               
in the Fall of 2006. 

Association Member 
Eugene L Worley Sr. was 
recently honored for his 
outstanding work of fifty 
years with the real estate 
company he has been 
employed with since de-
parting the 97th Sig Bn. 

Gene was with ROC 1951- 53 and was a 
VHF Radio Team Chief. Returning home, 
Gene went to work in the real estate 
business and remains there to this date.  

Another example of  “The Spirit of the 
97th“being alive and well! 

Congratulations Gene. 

The Virginian Pilot, 27 Feb. 2005 

 

Andy Whitton sent in this obviously 
very old piece of 97th History. He 
was part of that early time in Ger-
many.                                                       
A Troop CW Radio Opr 48-50 



    

It would be helpful if you could include ad-
dresses, telephone numbers, websites, e-mail 
addresses along with the other information. 

   We believe that fair evaluations—good, bad 
and otherwise—of places, services, and prices 

would help members in the planning of future trips–
national and international, wherever you dream to go. 
It could also inspire some to go and see for them-
selves. 

   Keeping a trip diary helps remembering all the 
happenings. Please, also enclose some pictures; we 
will return the originals promptly. 

     

    Thank you! 

 

 

To inspire your contributions                        
follow these guidelines: 

 

Where did you travel?                                                       
When? The time of year, etc.                                                
What type of transportation did you use, and 
cost? i.e. Airline bargains; auto rentals; train and 
bus travel.                                                         
What kind of accommodations did you have? Ho-
tel rates; B & B’s; Pensions.                                                                        
Who arranged your travels? Tour agencies; travel 
agents; consolidators.                                                
Yourself – with help of the internet.                                                                    
What did you see and do? Special sightseeing 
places; cultural events, etc.           
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Just an idea: The female part of the editors receives postcards from her well—traveled German 
and British friends; they are always “auf Achse” (on the move). If you send us a postcard, we will 
scan it and print it in the Newsletter. 

Army Veteran Recalls Second World War  

Ray Brandoli recalled the he was in Europe in 1946 at a Longmeadow 
Veterans Circle meeting 

By Dale Oleksak 

 Longmeadow — Although it’s been 60 years since WW II ended, one local 
resident remembers that period in his life as if it were yesterday.                                                                             
“I got drafted right after the war ended; during the occupation period,” 
former Army supply sergeant Ray Brandoli told the members of 
the Longmeadow Veterans’ Circle earlier this month. “Everyone 
went into the service. This was unsettling for mothers and fa-
thers.”                                                                                                    
During the war years, he said, things were not good on the home 
front. “Americans lived in an atmosphere of fear.“                                                    
German spies were landing off the coast of maine. There were 
blackouts. Meat , sugar, butter, shoes, tires, and gasoline were 
rationed. German subs sank ships off the coast: 56 ships were 
sunk in the Gulf of Mexico.                                                               
There were scrap metal drives, bond drives, and air raid drills.                                                                            
“And there were the dreaded daily telegrams: ‘We regret to in-
form you..’.”                                                                                            
Although few escaped the draft, some  (i.e. college students) 
managed to postpone it—at least for a couple of months.                                                           
“ I got drafted two weeks before final exams,“ said Brandoli, 
“They gave me full credit.”                                                                                     
Fresh out of college, the young Massachusetts man was shipped off to 
basic training in Alabama in October 1945. When he was finished, he 
found himself on a ship—in the middle of February—headed for France.                                                                            
“I tried to get in the Navy, but I couldn’t because I am colorblind. But after 
taking a trip on this ship (the Lehigh Victory) I thanked God I never got in! I 
got violently seasick—and the ship was still tied up to the dock!”                                                                                                           
The Lehigh Victory was 455 feet long and could travel at 17 knots. It took 
11 days to travel to France arriving on March 5, 1946.                                   
When they pulled into port, the young soldier was startled by what he saw. 
Those memories have stayed with him.                                                                  
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“LeHavre was in bad shape. The French civilians were in bad shape. But 
the GIs were very generous,” he said, recalling that they would often allow 
French families to scavenge through the garbage for food.                             
“All of Europe was having trouble keeping up with the food requirements.” 

The conditions were deplorable, he said. Whole cities and towns had been 
destroyed; flattened by bombs and the invading armies.                              
“One weekend I hitchhiked into Schweinfurt. The whole town was leveled 
except for the church. It wasn’t left standing by intention, they just missed 

it.”                                                                                                                         
Life for the German people, he said, was a grim battle of cold 
and hunger. “They were getting 1,000 calories a day; 900 less 
than is required for health.”                                                                                   
On August 9, 1946, fresh milk arrived for the first time after 
the war in Frankfurt for dependents and mothers. The milk 
had been shipped in from Denmark.                                                                    
Three months later, Brandoli applied for and was discharged 
from the Army.                                                                                                        
When he and his wife, Ersilia, returned to Germany for a visit 
more than 20 years later, it brought back memories of the 
people he had met  and the places he had been.                                               
“Because of all the hitchhiking we didn’t need any maps,” he 
said with a chuckle.                                                                          
Despite the passage of time, Brandoli says that he still remem-
bers the names of all the men he had served with in the 97th 

Signal Battalion.                            “                                                          I was 
pretty proud to have been in that unit.”                                                           
When the unit celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1992, he and his wife 
were among the many veterans who made the trip back to Germany. The 
unit was disbanded in 1995.                                                                                       
Like many Americans, the former military man also has a strong opinion 
about the war in Iraq. “I really believe that Iraq is going to become one of 
our best friends. My personal feeling  is our move into Iraq was a genius 
move.” 



                            

 

Dress-up could be for the                                                         
National Reunion only? 

           It seems that future gatherings of the 97th Red Hat     
Ladies should be held at the main reunions—according to some 
comments heard... 

      ..it could be an annual event, a tradition perhaps, but it 
can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. One 
lady (or more) who live(s) in the reunion area, could host the 
“Adventure”, and work with the Reunion Host on place & 
time. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead of time, so it can 
be published in the Communicator.                                            
Having something in common like this creates a bond of 
friendship. It also would be a nice way to welcome new 
member spouses to the Association.  

“Grow old with me, the best is yet to be.”            Robert Browning 

      Many members are reaching—or have reached—the 25 or 50+ landmark, and newlyweds; we 
would like to acknowledge that important milestone. Please let us know who is “eligible”. 

P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of the couple would be great! We will return them if they are originals. 

97TH  Red  Hat Ladies 

    Keeping in touch... 

   At our reunion meeting in Pittsburgh, it was decided that 
the Association would keep sending the “Communicator” to 
all those women who were married to active 97th members 

who passed on. There are many of them who 
continue to be involved in the Association, and 
who find the warmth of good friends comforting 
after they are widowed. One of the problems of 
keeping them informed is that some—but not 

all—seem to drop out of sight. The wives of active members 
may want to consider taking up the project of keeping in 
touch with them and personally invite them to the reunions.
                                               
   Emilio Bandiero, WOC 56-58. 

97th Ladies 

Ladies, please read the note below from Emilio Bandiero; 
it is really a wonderful idea we might discuss at the next 

reunion! It could become our “sisterhood mission”?  
Anyone willing to get a list to do the invitation?                         
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Ofelia and Sam Sanchez              
celebrated their                                

50th Wedding Anniversary 
May 15th, 2005 

 

 

Betty and Wayne Davis              
celebrated their                                   

50th Wedding Anniversary 
April 2, 2005 

With Family and Friends 

 

 

 
W. T. and Mardeen Smith are 

celebrating their                                   
50th Wedding Anniversary 

in June 2005 



     The NEW and IMPROVED TRICARE site: 

 

The Health Affairs (HA) and TRICARE Manage-
ment Activity (TMA) websites have merged. 

   The site  www.tricare.osd.mil has many upgrades, includ-
ing an improved search engine, text-only A to Z browsing, 
more quick links and resources, and consolidated news. Users 
will find the site easier to navigate for regional information, fact 
sheets, the TRICARE Handbook and policy information.  

   As part of the site consolidation, the search capabilities has 
been enhanced to produce more organized results, including 
new search options. Search tips help the infrequent Internet 
user, while resources flank the search results section to help 
users locate information. The search upgrade also includes 
the ability to search different categories simultaneously. These 
can be as general or specific as the user needs, such as 
searching the entire site for a specific area (e.g., web sites, 
TRICARE Handbook, news releases, fact sheets, etc.). 

 

Roland Martin’s PC  Corner 
     Tried and Truers, 
          As 150 of you know, I have been 
furnishing computer tips/information to you 
since August 1998. It is something that 
helps keep me off the street :-)                                                                         
Many of us change ISP’s or E-mail clients from time to time. 
And it these times when we might just happen to forget to 
notify ALL people in our Address Books of the changes of 
e-mail Address. When one has a heavy volume of e-mail, it 
is rather frustrating when my messages are undeliverable 
due to address changes or “mail box full”, etc.                                   

It would greatly simplify my existence if, when you change 
your ISP/E-mail Client/E-mail address, or if you simply do 
not desire to receive my tips/retiree-veterans health care 
information, drop me a note to notify me of same.                
PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK ME AS A SPAMMER. 

If you have been receiving my tips/information, and sud-
denly realize (after making one of the above mentioned 
changes) that you are no longer receiving my messages, 
please notify me. Or if you have not been participating and 
would like to, please drop me a note and I’ll be glad to ei-
ther reinstate you or add your name to one of my lists.            
I am not difficult to reach:                                         

 r2j7mart@knology.net.     

This is my only e-mail address.                            

I DO NOT send jokes or “sympathy” type messages.                                       
I DO NOT “forward” >>>>>messages.                                                                  
I DO NOT send “politically oriented” messages.                                                                  
I DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS—–unless specifically  requested by 
an individual member for such. 

Tip: 
SHUT DOWN YOUR SYSTEM USING THE KEYBOARD    
As you probably know, repeatedly pressing [Alt][F4] 
closes all open windows on your system and you never 
have to click a single CLOSE button. (This can save 
you from clicking on a malicious pop-up or link). You 
can even this keyboard technique to close the Office 
Shortcut bar. But, did you know that you can also use 
this command to bring up the Shut Down Windows dia-
log box to close down your system at the end of the 
day?  

After you have closed all open windows, press [Alt][F4] 
one final time to display the Shut Down Windows dialog 
box, and the then press [Enter]. Using this key combi-
nation is the fastest way to shut down all your programs 
and the system itself, and your fingers never need to 
leave the keyboard.                                                         
Note: be sure that the “Turn Off” button is highlighted 
when you press Enter; otherwise you will be putting 
your computer on “Standby”.  

 

T & T,                                                                                                                
Roland                                                                                                  
God Bless America!                                                                     
VISIT  -  http://mrgrg-ms.org 
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     Military Health Benefits                                                                    important information about TRICARE and DEERS    

Suggestion: cut out information and put in your wallet. 

                            

     By now  you should have received a notice in the mail from           
Wisconsin Physician Service, the TRICARE contractor.                        
Copied the following information for your convenience from their site:  
http://www.tricare4u.com. (This information is not in their information 
brochure).                                                                                              
The TRICARE Regions will be transitioned to the new contractor on a 
staggered basis. The schedule, by regions below:                             

TRANSITION SCHEDULE                                                                        
As the regions listed below are transferred to WPS-TRICARE For Life, 
your information will be carried over beginning on the date outlined be-
low. You may register on or after your transition date. 

Region 11 (excl. Alaska)       4/1/2004                   
Regions 2 & 5   6/1/2004                      
Regions 9, 10, Hawaii & Alaska 7/1/2004               
Regions 3, 4 & Puerto Rico  8/1/2004                                
Region 1    9/1/2004                                
Region 7 & 8   10/1/2004                                 
Region 6    11/1/2004 

There is a place where one can “register” at their site. Am not positive if 
that is even necessary, since all records/accountability are supposed to 
be transferred automatically to WPS from Human, etc. But I will register 
just to see what happens (on 1 August, the effective transition date for 
District 4).  

A map with the regions and 800 numbers has been published in an 
earlier COMMUNICATOR. [the ed.]    

Issue 2, June 2005 Page 21 



For more information on Military Health Care, please contact Roland Martin, who has done much research 
in his quest to get the government to take care of our Veterans. 

                            

     Important News 
 

     The National Defense Authorization 
Act of 2005 has made a few changes that 
retirees should be aware of. The following 
two articles were taken from               
Army Echoes, Issue 1, Jan—April 2005. 

 

ID cards for retirees’ family 
members over age 75. 
   While retirees’ ID cards don’t expire, 
their family members have to renew theirs 
every four years. The new law eliminates 
this requirement for eligible family mem-
bers age 75 and older. Permanent ID 
cards are not available yet because the ID 
card software needs to be updated to cre-
ate them. As soon as these cards are 
available, we will report it on our home-
page: http://www.armygl.army.mi/retire, 
and in Army Echoes. 

 

 
 
 
Vets’ records not in danger 
   A rumor has been circulating that Official 
Military Personnel Files (OMPFs) at the 
National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC), operated by the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration 
(NARA), will be digitized and then de-
stroyed. This rumor is NOT TRUE.           
Neither the DoD nor the NPRC intends to 
destroy any OMPFs stored at the Center. 
The purpose of any electronic scanning 
would be to help preserve the originals 
and increase efficiency in handling refer-
ence requests. Record requests resulting 
from this false rumor will have a negative 
impact on NPRC’s ability to respond to 
requests from veterans with real immedi-
ate needs, such as medical treatment, 
employment, retirement, etc.                       
(Note: Please share this news with any-
one you know who has heard the rumor). 

New Information 
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SUPPLY DEPOT 
97TH SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION 

ITEMS ORDERED COST 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

Battalion Crest $3.75 ea.;  2 for $7.00   

Battalion Inactivation Commemorative Coins $1.00   

Battalion 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coins $0.75 ea.;  3 for $2.00   

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys” $5.00   

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

T&T 97th SigBn  Polo/Golf Shirt (white)                                    $20.00   

Constabulary/97th/7thArmy  Shirts                                                              
15 white med. left / 2 yellow  med. left $10.00 each   

“Böblingen” gray T- shirts : crew neck 

                    dk. gray (XXL )  2 left 

$15.00 

$ 15.00 indicate size 
 

“Böblingen” Tote bags (new) $8.00   

Vests  97th// or Const 97th-7th Army $15.00 indicate size  

Signal Corps flag pins $2.75 ea.;  2 for $5.00   

Cook books (hardcover –1994 $5.00    

Aprons, B-B-Q (white) $9.00   

Shoe shine cloth $0.25   

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  
              

 

 

 

Note: Many items fit in regular envelopes, unless ordering several or heavy items. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   

on all orders 
               $6.00 

TOTAL  

Please cut off lower part and save  for your records! 

                            

George Case                           
2515 S. Lakeview CT # 103  

Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       
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OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS 
As of June 1, 2005                                                                                                                           

President                                                                                                                                              
Charles R. Hornsby, Jr. (2005-2007)                                                                                                    

4681 Miles Standish Road                                                                                                             
Virginia Beach, VA 23455-4950                                                                                                        

Tel. 757-464-6881 
 Vice-President   

Robert A. Sentel (2005-2007)                                                                                                              

9562 W. Pleasant Street                                                                                                                      
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759                                                                                                              

Tel. 989-389-3149                        
Secretary/Treasurer 
Michael J. Taptick 

3 High Ridge Circle,                                                                                                                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                                                                                                      

Tel. 860-848-0895 

 

Past Presidents 
 

Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Floyd A. Malzahn (2003-2007) 
100 Manito Cove 

Lake Kiowa, TX 76240-9467 
Tel. 940-612-3052 

 
Stephen G. Fenner (2004-2006) 

2120 Hively Street 
Sarasota, FL 34231-6820 

Tel. (941) 924-4583 
 

David L. Radke (2005-2007) 
3021 Jeanne Road 

Augusta, GA  30906-3377 
Tel. 706-798-8453 

Meir I. Horvitz (2005-2007) 
3414 Glen Ellen Drive         

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957  
 Tel. 707-421-1398 

 
 James Dykes (2004-2006)                                           

3200 Castlewood Circle                                             
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557                                  

Tel. 530-644-4635  
 

Gary W. Craig (2005-2007) 
8227 Middlebury Lane 

Houston, TX  77070-3634 
Tel. 281-469-2268 

Chaplains 

Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (609) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 861-4918 

 
Sales & Promotions 

 
Supply Sergeant                                    
George A. Case 

2515 S. Lakeview CT #103 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Te.: 641-357-7569 
 

Recorder 

Bill H. Landwehr  
7585 State Rd. KK 

Washington, MO 63090 
Tel. (636) 239-1957 

 
Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 

Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 
Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 
Benevolence 

 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 
4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 
Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 
Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 
Historian  

 
David C. Harris 

3608 Dupont Circle 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 

Tel. (757) 464-0513 
 

Assistant Historian & Public  
Information Director                 

Jim O’Kelley 
611 E Scissortail Lane 

    Cushing, OK 74023-1910 
Tel. (918) 225-6907 

 

 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 
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FYI!!!                                               
In order to save some pages, i.e. post-
age, we will print the full e-mail pages 

only once a year.                                                                    
However, address, telephone & e-mail                                               
changes & corrections are printed in 

each  issue. 

Complete lists will be published each 
year in the MARCH issue. 

New or Corrected                                                     
Addresses/Phone listings: 

 

James H. Ireland                                                                   
P.M.B.—F20776, 3590 Round Bottom Road,                      
Cincinnati, OH 45244-3026; Tel.: 772-486-1693 

Leonard Yusko                                                               
Southern Palms, R.V. Park,                                               1 
Avacodo, FL 32726-7549 

 

Make additions/corrections 

 in your rosters 

LOOK and CHECK 
    There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the 
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your 
corrections to  

Mike Taptick = mike97th@myeastern.com                                                        

and copies  CC:                                                                                                                                                                            
Charlie Hornsby:  charlie.horn2@verizon.net                                                                                                                       
also for Charlie Hornsby—NEW ADDRESS for 97th business only: army 97thsb.v-p@verizon.net                                   

Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date. 

                            

Changes/additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members 
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E-mail Additions/Changes  

*Axelrod, Morton axiekay@aol.com 

*Akers, Curtis samba@praisinghim.com 

*Cross, Alan steel48@att.net 

*Pigott, Colman colmanpigott@aol.com 

*Greene, Tom Tmgrne@aol.com 

*Cole, Edward lindaloucole@msm.com 

*Schmidt, Lowell lolt6615@a0l.com 

*Havens, Gerald gphavens@aol.com 

*Vito, Carl judyvito@netzero.com 

*Dekoning, Richard RAD@insightBB.com 

*McCabe, Terence tjmccabe1msn.com 

*Fraijo, David J.fraijo@sbcglobal.net 

*Bergman III, John J.bergman@worldnet.att.net 

*Vairetta, John jvairetta@aol.com 

*Bradberry, Joseph jself1957@aol.com 

*Garling, James jagarling@aol.com 

*Templar, William bchhi@webtv.net 

*Flynt, Foyd bavxcat@aol.com 

*Dippel, J.A. (Jay) littledip@sbcglobal.net 

*Paukert, James jimpaukert@excite.com 

*Mitchell, William whmwoody@yahoo.com 

*Fulkerson, James fulkersc@peoplepc.com 

Mattingley, Don donandnancy@insightbb.com 

Gillis, Dexter kayge36@juno.com 

Federl, Joseph federl@msn.com 

Coad, Dennis dcdc21@shawneelink.net 

Schroeder, John jschroeder24@wi.rrcom 

* Denotes NEW MEMBERS 

Hammon, William bkhammon@sbcglobal.net 

Weaver, Karl kweaver5@cox.net 

Balli, Nicholas nballi2004@aol.com 

Carney, Harlan harlan1927m@earthlink.net 

Cherry, Betty bettycherry@msn.com 

  

  

  



                            

 

 

SUPPLY DEPOT  

MERCHANDISE 

 

See Order Form  


