
  San Diego ...Was a great success! 

     It was truly a great reunion, although the atten-
dance was not as great as hoped; we missed 
many members.                                          

   Jim Dykes did a wonderful job planning and or-
ganizing this reunion despite the difficult  time dur-
ing his wife’s illness. He was not able to attend be-
cause of the very serious situation. Unfortunately, 
she lost her battle a few weeks later. Our “thanks” 
for his efforts, and heartfelt sympathy for the loss 
of Pat.                                         

   The weather was pleasant —not too warm and 
not too cold. The location of the hotel was very 
good  with a friendly staff. There were many inter-
esting things to see—especially Balboa Park with 
its many museums and other attractions; Coronado 
with its famous hotel, and many other side trips. 

   The 97th Ladies had a wonderful afternoon at the 
Prado Restaurant  and a Walking Tour in the Japa-
nese Friendship Garden nearby within Balboa Park  

   The Aldrich Scholarships have been formalized 
by the Scholarship Committee in San Diego.   

   During the Directors’ and Membership Meetings 
a new schedule for the COMMUNICATOR was 
presented and accepted. It will be a big savings for 
the Association, while still publishing all the impor-
tant news of and for the membership. The editors 
would also like more participation from the mem-
bers—especially with Your Story articles. It does 
not take too much time, and certainly is of interest 
to the comrades. 

Start preparing for the Mini-reunion in Iowa                   
in October. 

  Have a great Summer! 
                         
 Walt & Melitta 

 

The Communicator 

  Issued to members of the 97th 
Signal Battalion Association as an 
informational guide to activities of the 
Association, and to further the com-
radeship between active members; 
not only for now but also in the future. 

Active members receive this publica-
tion with membership. Inactive mem-
bers may obtain copies by sending 
$2.50 per copy to the Secretary. 

Any news items, etc. to be published 
in The Communicator should be 
sent to the editors before the cut-off 
dates listed below: 

Feb. 1, June 1, Oct 1.      
Thanks 

Communication: 

Michael J. Taptick—Secretary             
3 High Ridge Circle                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                    
Tel: (860) 848-0895                                         
E-mail: Mike97th@myeastern.com 

Newsletter Co-editors                       
Walt & Melitta Fort                        
1048 Buckingham Dr.                                   
Allentown, PA 18103-9785                                       
Tel: (610)740-0808                             
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com 

Visit our Website:         
www.triedandtrue.org 

Send any information pertaining to           
the 97th Signal Battalion to:                   
Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &                       
Cyberland guru                                          
PO BOX 1337                                           
Warren, MI 48090                                           
E-mail: Jkilburn@Kilburn.org 

Online Community: 

There is an online forum on Delphi, 
where members have an opportunity 
to “express their own personal views 
about different topics”. The online 
community is called “97th Signal 
Battalion Association”.  The Forum 
can be reached at: 

http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/                                                           
The messages are:                        
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/ messages 

  

                  

                

In This Issue: 

• “SNOWBIRDS” 
please read p. 4 

• Information for the             
2006 Mini-reunion          
in Iowa pp. 8-10 

• THE COMMUNICATOR       
IS NOW ON-LINE;                              
see p.20 for information/ 
instruction  

• New Newsletter             
publication dates, p.20 

• Aldrich Scholarships 
p.20 

• Veterans Benefit Update  

Send us more : 

• Recalling your military ser-
vice for our Your Story 
column.                                             

• News of anniversaries 

•  

97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                     
Those Who Served 1942 to 1993 

Editors’ note:                                        
We apologize for any errors—
particularly names misspelled, e-mails 
mixed up; no malice intended. We have 
to rely on various sources for informa-
tion, and we are trying our best to be 
accurate. Please check your updated 
e-mail lists, rosters and newsletter 
when they are published. 
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Published three times per year 

THE COMMUNICATOR 



Looking For a Few Good Men!!! 

Requirements for Board of Directors:  One meeting per year and a big 
heart.                                                                                                               
Compensation:  Satisfaction of making a contribution to the Association. 

OTHER: Host a reunion; Lend a helping 
hand—or two—with various other tasks. The 
Association depends on the participation of the 
members to keep it a viable organization.                            

Be a Volunteer—Make a Difference!   

                  

                

Important 
Don’t forget to renew your mem-
bership!  To receive the ROSTER 
and COMMUNICATOR you have to 

be up to date with your dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and other 
addresses; it’s vital we get the             
CORRECT information. 

NOTE: 
Please, send any                                     
administrative  news—                      
items pertaining to new member-
ship, change of addresses (incl. e-mail), 
illnesses, deaths notices— to the  

Secretary/Treasurer  

Mike Taptick. 

 

NOTICE: 

Bill Landwehr has resumed his 
position as Recorder. 

   After the conclusion of our business meeting Friday 
morning the ladies came pouring into the room and read 
us the riot act for having kept them standing in the hall-
way for appr. a half hour waiting ; the ladies were told to 
be present for their group picture around 12 noon in the same room 
we were holding our meeting. I’m not the bravest man in the Associa-
tion and I made a deal with the ladies. Starting with the next reunion, 
the ladies will have a room set aside for them while our meetings are 
held. I found our many years ago, when our wives are happy, we men 
are a happy group of campers. The ladies will have coffee ad pastries 
while waiting. I am adding $5.00 to the registration fee to cover the 
cost for it and for any other unforeseen expenses required for the 
betterment of our reunions.    

   Our attendance was not as great this year as at past reunions. 
Those who attended had a grand time. The CP room was full of 
laughter and chatting, especially when the ladies returned from shop-
ping, and the golfers returning with their tall tales. 

   Congratulations to William Riggle and Dexter Gillis being elected to 
Board of Directors. Thanks gentleman for stepping up to the plate 
filling vacated seats on the Board. 

   The Major Richard Aldrich Fund Committee met on Thursday 4 May 
2006. Committee Members present were Emilio Bandiero and Walter 
Fort. I sat in and participated in the meeting. Emilio and Walter came 
up with a plan for the Scholarship Fund to work out in the years 2007 
and 2008. After these two years, each year there after voluntary do-
nations will be requested to keep the fund alive. Each member of the 
Association is requested to give something back to the Battalion we 
all loved so much in the form of a check to the fund. This is the only 
way the Major Richard Aldrich Fund can survive. 

Read more on this subject in another part of the Communicator. 

T&T Charlie Hornsby 

Tried and Truers; 

   I wish to extend my sincere condolences to James (Jimmy) 
Dykes on the death of his wife Patricia on 23 May 2006. 

   I want to extend my apology to Eugene Darmstedter. I over-
looked recognizing Gene at our membership meeting, and 
again at the Banquet, for his outstanding work on locating 
members of the 97th Signal Battalion. Gene is not only locating 
men and women, he is also the leader of a great team of loca-
tors. Gene, thanks for a great and outstanding job. 

   A big hand to Jimmy Dykes for making all the arrangements 
for the San Diego reunion. At the very last minute Jimmy found 
that he would be unable to attend the reunion due to Patricia’s 
severe illness. Thanks to Bob Sentell for stepping in the shoes 
of being Host of the Reunion. 

   We had three members attending their first National reunion; 
they were Herbert jacks, Harold Burt and his wife Nancy and 
Charles Carney . We had another present who had been 
AWOL for some 18 years; Jack Andrews and his wife Marion 
attended the first reunion held in El Paso, Texas in April 1989. 
Please do not stay away so long until we see you again. Con-
gratulations to each of you and hope to see you at the next and 
future reunions. 

   After having the reunions starting on Mondays for the  past 
few years and ending after the banquet on Friday night, the 
board agreed to change the official time for the reunions . The 
reunions will officially start on Wednesday and end Saturday 
night after the banquet; The best days to travel by air (cheaper 
fares) are Tuesday and Wednesday, and after a Saturday night 
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Administrative Notices/News 

President’s Message… The View From Here 

The Communicator 

  

 

“HISTORIAN AND PUBLIC               
INF0RMATION  OFFICE” 

 

Historian and Public Information  
Director                                          

Jim O’Kelley     
Contact:                                                
e-mail: jim97sig@sbcglobal.net 

 



   Eugene Darmstedter is the Association 
Membership Chairman. He asks that each of us to reach 
back in our memory bank and come up with some names 
from those days when we were  in Germany. It’s important 
to find more of our younger guys who served from 1965 
and later. We have to use any type of search available to 
us. You may send names to Eugene via: 

E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        
Blasdell, NY 14219                                                                               
Tel: (716) 822-2380                             

                  

                

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 
A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

Where in the World…                                               
Finding 97th Army Buddies 

George E. & Marilyn Vining                                                   
PO BOX  73, Margaretville, NY 12455-0073;                      
Tel. : 845-586-4590; CO A PTL 2, 66-68                        
Michael J. &  “Gigi” Koen                                                  
213 Juniper Drive, Schenectady, NY 12306                       
Tel.: 518-377-8703; WOC & TELETYPE COM CTR./ 
HQ/S3 PTL 57-60                                                                   
Del R. Franklin                                                                    
1012 E. 23 Ave., Denver, CO 80205-5206;                         
Tel.: 303-894-8045; TT/UNIT POLICE—BOEBLINGEN & 
KAISERSLAUTERN 64-67                                             
Roger K> & Patricia Blakeway                                             
816 6th Street, BOX 189, Hawley, MN 56549-0189;            
Tel.: 218-483-4688; CO A 64-68                                        
Elvin W. & Sandi Rasmussen                                                
53 Coots Drive, N. Sioux City, SD 57049;                             
Tel.: 605-232-6191                                                                  
Patrick D. Yacobi                                                                        
901 Blair Ave., Hampton VA 23661;                                
Tel.: 757-244-1895; CO MOC, CRYPTO PLT 59-62      
Zenith J. Cote                                                                    
PO BOX 883; Bar Harbor, ME 04609;                                 
Tel.: 207-288-8393; CO D/A  H F PLT 64067                                    
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A great big WELCOME to all new  members.                            
We hope to see many  of you at the                                         

National and/or Mini-reunions! 

Locator Team,  
Ladies and Gentleman,  

Anyone interested in becoming a Locator Team member, 
please contact Gene Darmstedter. He will appreciate any help 
he can get. 

NOTE: Haroland (Pat) Patterson is the newest Member of the 
Locator Team. 

Welcome New Members                                          

LIFETIME MEMBERS:    

Roque Torres                                                    
Jerome F. Buza                                                           

 

A Steady Number of New Members                                                       

It seems that all the work of  “FINDING BUDDIES” is paying 
off!!!  Thanks to the recent efforts of our “RECRUITERS”. It 

certainly shows in the steady growth in the total membership!!! 

David D. & Carol Rogers                                                          
1646 Waukazoo Drive, Holland, MI 49424;                          
Tel.: 616-399-4958; Message Center CO/M & R SEC. 55-57 
William Plisko Jr & Faye Plisko                                                 
2 Windcrest Drive, Fort Edward, NY 12828;                         
Tel.: 518-747-0674; CO D 60-63 



                  

                

 All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 
 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make 
corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                      
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the 
subsequent newsletter.  

 When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any per-
tinent item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep 
the Active Roster up to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on to 
your last retreat. 

Charlie Hornsby,  

Keeper of the Roster ; e-mail 97th business only: army97thsb.v-p@verizon.net  

Where is my Newsletter?                                    
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

• I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.  
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

• Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”  
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to Mike Taptick in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                             
  SECRETARY : Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT, 06382.                                

Membership News & Services 
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NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 

REMARKS: 



REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP 

PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES 

As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,                                                        
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.                                 

Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable 1 January of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making 
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues. 

 

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

97TH SERVICE:   FROM__________TO_________   COMPANY/PLATOON________________________ 

 

My Dues are enclosed for the years: 

2006_______2007_______2008_______2009_______2010_______ 

 

The Association also offers a LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______ 

Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each. 

LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association                                              
Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:                                                       

Mike J. Taptick                                                                                        
97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                        

High Ridge Circle,                                                                                     
Uncasville, CT 06382 

       

                  

                

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS: 

NEW ADDRESS: 

EFFECTIVE DATE:                                  TEL.#                           E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Cut along dotted line ADDRESS CHANGE 
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Taps 
      These members are ill, and 
would appreciate cards, phone calls, 
etc. We hope, many are on the way to 
recovery, and/or are well again!!!                                         

Tom McMahon                Betty Davis                                                              
Karl Weaver                      Phil Smith                                           
Joyce Bury              Janice Barnhart                                                              
Dave Harris            Richard Holliday                                     
Jim Callaghan        John Robinson  
Robert L. Laflam & wife Peg  
Judson W. Barton                               
John and Marjorie Peck                           
Shirley Riggle                                 
W.T. Smith                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
If a member hears of another ill mem-
ber, please notify Andy Whitton so 
that he may send get well wishes on 
behalf of the Association. 

 

Glen D. Farley, 2005                               
Charles A. (The Rock) Kashner, 2002 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remember-

ing our 
Comrades who 

have taken 
their                               

                  

                

ill members…          ...keep in touch 

  

         

 We are truly sad-
dened by Pat Dykes 
death.   

Her husband Jim valiantly planned 
the National Reunion in San Diego to 
the last item during the very difficult 
time of Pat’s illness.                                                        
Our heartfelt condolences with 
prayers to Jim and his Family. 

    From Bob Laflam, Jr. 

Thank you for including me in this e-mail, I cannot tell you 
how much it means to both Bob & Peg to receive support 
and prayers during this stressful time. My sister has sug-
gested sending photos if possible, as Mom (Peg) is having 
difficulty reading lengthy letters. They remain steadfast in 
their determination to enjoy each day as it comes, to be 
grateful for that day, and look forward each day to the next.                        
I would be happy to respond to folks individually if any one 
would like to contact me directly for more information. 

Sincerely, Bob Laflam                                                                  
121, School Street, Concord, NH 03301; rlaflam@crhc.org 
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Request : 

   We know that the families of 
the ill members are often over-
whelmed with caring for their 
ill spouse or friend. We think 
the membership would like to 
know how they are doing, and 
we would like to publish an up-
date every now and then in the 
newsletter. 

Andrew Whitton                                                              
70 Blanchard Rd.                                           
Marlton, NJ 08053-2943                               
Tel.:(856) 983-7587 

 

E-mail letter from Alan Cannon April 1, 2006 in regards to              
Col. Robert (Bob Laflam and his wife Peg.                                         
Alan Cannon is a life member of the, Association and was a young 
Lieutenant in Wire Co under Pat Patterson and John Whistler. 

Dear 97th Association,                                                               

     Col. Robert L. Laflam and his wife Peg (especially Peg) 
are both experiencing serious health problems at this time. 
Bob is a long time member of this Association and Peg is 
the daughter of Col. David Bowman, who was the Battalion 
Commander of the 97th in the fifties  in Germany (when I 

was there). Their son David was a mem-
ber of the 97th back a few years. Their 
family has asked that I transmit this to 
the Association. They state that CARDS 
and LETTERS would be greatly appreci-
ated at this time...no phone calls, please.  

                                                                                                    
Col. & Mrs. Robert L. Laflam                                                            
173 Brook Rd. , Sanbornton, NH 03269-2210                       

 

     Alan Cannon (55-57) WOC and Koblenz Detachment 
Commander. I have known Bob & Peg since we were in 
Boeblingen together. Bob & Peg (along with Sam Rogers –
that’s Elliotson D. Rogers) came all the way to Anderson, 
SC to my wedding in 1958. We have a reunion with them 
and five other couples over the last several years.  



R 
E 
U 
N 
I 
O 
N 
S 

                  

                

      The Association has estab-
lished a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”. 
This fund is used for any of our mem-
bers who are unable to attend our 
reunions because of financial consid-
erations. 

   Should any of our comrades wish to 
attend the reunions, please contact 
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators: 
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell  (St. Helen, MI). Any 
information regarding this plan is 
treated as “Confidential”, and not 
made available to the general mem-
bership. 

   If any member is aware of another 
member being in need of such assis-
tance, please notify one of the Fund 
Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such service, 
can arrive in the reunion city, we will 
assist with the lodging and banquet. 

 

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th             
         is Alive and Well”. 

 

National Reunion                         
St. Louis, Missouri                      

May 7-12,  2007 

Information in the      
October Communicator 

What’s Your Name? 
   Arrangements have been made to procure  permanent name 
tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags have black 
lettering on a yellow background with the 97th Crest on the 
upper left, and crossed signal flags on the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by sending  

$10.00 per tag to Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT 06382-2086 with the necessary information.  

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $10.00 $ Add $1.00 up to 
two tags f. S&H  $ 

  ENCLOSED $  

            We have 
gained many new members in the                

past few years, and the reunions will 
be growing steadily; we need  more 
helping hands.                                                        

Please consider being a host for a 
reunion in the years ahead. It’s never 

too early!                                                        

If anyone is interested in hosting a 
reunion in 2008 in the EASTERN 
PART of the country , please get in 
touch with Bob Sentell. 

       If two or three members get to-
gether to hold a reunion, it would be so 
much easier for everyone. The more 
the merrier; it’s less of a burden just for 
one host, and can be lots of fun, too. 

By helping with some of the tasks—like 
serving on the reunion committee—
members will feel more involved in the 
future of the Association! 

   Dave Harris and Bob Sentell developed a package of detailed guidelines and 
forms to be sent to Convention Centers/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. for our 
reunions. This is a very valuable tool for anyone who considers hosting a national or 
Mini reunion; it minimizes the stress of dealing with various offices and people.  

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator for reunions) for this material.                                   
New recommendations for hosting the Mini-Reunions are also in place.  

Volunteers 

wanted 

Mini-Reunion                                    
September 13-16, 2006                          

Clear Lake, Iowa 

George & Edie Case are getting 
Iowa ready for the 97th Mini-
reunion September 13-16, 2006.                                            
He is planning a variety of day 
trips to offer something of interest 
to everyone. Look at the Agenda 
on pp 8-10.                                           
It’s a great program. 
 Accommodations are at the Best 
Western Holiday Inn Lodge I-35 & 
Hwy 18  in Clear Lake, Iowa; the 
room rate is $62.00 per night with 
breakfast. 

If anyone has any suggestions, 
information on what to see, please 
e-mail George                                           
geocase@netins.net 

Mark Your Calendars
! 
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Cut out below form and send  

97th Signal Battalion Association                                    
Mini-reunion September 13-16, 2006                         

Best Western Holiday Lodge                                                   
Hwy 18 & 135                                                                    

Clear Lake, IA 50428                                                               

Hosts: George and Edie Case                                                

Page 8 The Communicator 

Room rate: $62.00 + Tax $68.20 

Note: Room reservations by telephone to be 
made individually by members.                              
Tel.: 1-800-606-3552, ex. 484                                            
Identify yourself as a member of the               
97th Sig. Bn Assn. 
Contact person: Libbey Hohn 

Register Early! 
Return your form and remittance to:  

George Case                                                                
2110 14th Ave. N #205                                          
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Make checks payable to: George Case 

Cut-off Date: no later than August 14, 2006 

 

Registration:                    
$10.00 per person; includes Continental breakfast, 
drinks: sodas, beer, wine; snacks, paper products 
and other needed items. 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Member’s Name_____________________________________    $ ____________________ 
Spouse’s Name _____________________________________  $ ____________________ 
Guest’s Name    _____________________________________  $ ____________________ 

VFW Steak Nite $20.00 each;  T- Bone or Rib- eye*   $ ____________________ 

Contribution to CP Room $10.00 each     $ ____________________ 
Drinks preference—no brand names    _______________________________________________   
Trolley Tour $12.00 each       #_____ $____________________ 
Surf Ballroom  $6.00 each      #_____$ ____________________ 
Museums, etc. $17.00 each      #_____$ ____________________
    
I have enclosed my check for above attendees   TOTAL  $ ___________________ 
 

* If there are other menu wishes, please let HOST know here: ____________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I/We will arrive____________________/Depart_____________________ 



                  

                

Time Table 
 

Tue. Sept. 12 1200-2000 Arrival /Hotel Registration97th Registration CP Room 
Wed. Sept. 13 0600-0900 Deluxe Continental Breakfast    
   0800-1100 CP Room opens/ Registration for late 97th arrivals 
   0945  Gather in Lobby for Trolley Tour    
   1000  Trolley departs (24 seats-20 reservations required  
     $12.00 each)       
   1100  Trolley returns      
   1130  Ladies Lunch at “The Rose Cottage” (Mavis Goertzen hosts 
     group) Red hats optional; $15.00 per person 
   1330  Shopping in Clear Lake     
   1600  Casino Shuttle departs Hotel for Diamond Jo Casino 
     Evening meal on your own     
   2100  Shuttle departs Casino for Hotel    
   2200  CP Room closes       . 
Thu. Sept. 14 0600-0900 Deluxe Continental Breakfast    
   0700  CP Room open      
   0730  Men’s Golf Day      
   0800-0900 Late 97th Registration     
   0845  Gather in Lobby and depart for     
   0900  Guided tour of Surf Ballroom/Store (30 reservations  
     required to get guided tour—$6.00 each)   
   1115  Ladies gather at “Marjorie’s Tea House” in Mason  
     City; 7 miles; $15.00 each     
   1300-1700 Arranged Guided Tour McNider Museum $3.00;  
     Stockman House $5.00; M. Wilson House $4.00;  
     Music Man Square $5.00. TOTAL $17.00;                    
      reservations required     
   1700-1900 Dinner on your own; Park on the square; eat at  
     GeJo’s or Angelina’s; Walk to the Lady   
   1900  Lady of the Lake  paddles away, 11/2 hr. tour of  
     Clear Lake at sunset/evening; $12.00 each  
   2030  Lady returns to the dock             
Fri. Sept. 15  0600-0900 Deluxe Continental Breakfast    
   0800  CP Room open      
    

Early departure—your choice day trips; your own transportation 
- Austin Minn Hormel Spam Museum; Shopping in St. Ansgar, Iowa            
- Little Brown Church, Nashua, Iowa; Billy Bros. Clock Museum & Antonin Dvorak Museum,  
Spillville, Iowa                             
- Decorah, Iowa; Luther College, Norwegian Museum, Shopping             
- Winnebago Industries, Forest City & Grotto at West Bend Iowa    
            cont’d. 
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Cont’d  

Fri. Sept. 15  1700-1900 Happy Hour at Clear Lake VFW   
     1900  VFW Steak Nite for 97th Sig Bn Ass.   
     1905  Seating      
     1907   Colors            
    1912  Welcome– Mayor, etc.                                  
Sat. Sept. 16   0700-1000 Deluxe Continental Breakfast     
     Check-out/Departure 
 

I need commitments for reservations, but pay me AT THE TIME 
Wed.  Rose Cottage $15.00 each ___________                                                                         
Thu.  Marjorie’s T/H $ 15.00 each ___________                       
Thu.  Lady of the Lake $ 12.00 each ___________      
 
     If you have any plans for additional Side Trips in Iowa, please let me know and I will try to ob-
tain information, etc. There is a good Bed& Breakfast Industry in Iowa as well as many other 
things beyond corn fields.   
 

NOTE 
The CP Room is located on the 2nd floor at/near the elevators. There will be extended hours for 
the BAR & snacks. 
The Ground Floor Breakfast area is an overflow for us to use as we need for meetings or any type 
of gathering, or just convenience.  
 

TRANSPORTATION  
If you fly, you will come thru Des Moines, IA or Minneapolis, MN.                                
You will then take a commuter flight to Mason City.                                                          
The airport is 1/2 mile ; the Hotel shuttle is always available: notify for pick-up 

at arrival.  
Although the event has been planned for all to provide their own transportation            
on day trips, etc. we will work something out if you come by air.                                                      
The Hotel shuttle service will accommodate us for almost anything; so don’t let transportation           
be  a deciding factor for your attendance. 
 
The Midwest is full of small but unique attractions. We are in the middle of Nowhere or the Middle 
of Everywhere. It depends on your perspective. 

 
    Come and enjoy the   land with us!!!  
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San Diego, CA  
National Reunion May, 2006 

Left: First–time  National Reunion attendees :                                                                                   
Harold & Nancy Burt;  Herbert Jacks &Charles Carney        Welcome ! ! !   
                                                                                                     
Right: Perfect attendance duo: Bob Sentell and Sam Sanchez—   Congratulations ! 

 Sam Sanchez      Bob & Linda Santell  
  Congratulations—Thank-you’s for great Reunions in San Antonio & Kentucky 
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Front Row L-R: Walt Fort, Richard Kurlovech, Eugene Darmstedter, Steven Fenner,                                                                                                                                            
Second Row L-R: Harold Burt, Jack Andrews, William Facemire, Andrew Whitton, Herbert Jacks, Wiliam Pinchback, Steve Solot, Meir Horvitz                                                
Third Row L-R: Leo Goertzen, Emerick Miller, Robert Huckabee, Sam Sanchez, Dexter Gillis, Ed O’Mara, Ron Mosier, Floyd Malzahn, Richard Meek,                     
Charlie Hornsby,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Top Row L-R: Don Schneider, Emilio Bandiero, Charles Carney, Harvey Spencer, Bob Sentell, Bill Landwehr, George Case, André Arceneaux, Max Knouse.                        
Missing: Bill Riggle, Pete Alverado, Cecil Lisenby, Leonhard Yusko, Ernie Figueroa , Walter Kozlowsky 

Front Row L-R: Rosemary Scanlon, Marge Schneider, Sheila Scanlon, Melitta Fort, Marion Andrews, Linda Sentell                                                                                             
Second Row L-R: Jo Mosier, Maureen Whitton, Nancy Burt, Rosemary Roberts, Mary Gillis, Betty Cherry, Louise Miller                                                                     
Third Row L-R: Jean Arceneaux, Lois facemire, Nancy Huckabee, Mavis Goertzen, Mary Lou Cowlws, Dee Radke, Ofilia Sanchez                                              
Top Row L-R:   Marie Nemeth, Lavern Landwehr, Martha Fenner, Gerda Meek, Edie Case, Franc Knouse, Avery Harris, Geraldine O’Mara, Mary Darmstedter, 
Missing: Betty Messelt, Mieko Alvarado, Shirley Riggle, Ethel Yusko, Hildegard Lisenby, Virginia Jarett, Lois Solot, Marilyn Horvitz                                            
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Banquet 

A lovely evening  
with a view of the city 



                  

                

Page 14 The Communicator 

Richard Kurlevitch and Ernie Figueroa re-
connecting after many years 

Social Time 

The  

“Wired  

Boys” 

The 
Swingers 

Dancing 
cheek to 
cheek 

That is so 
much fun  

Betty Cherry and friends 

Walt Fort, Steve Solot and 
Lois & Melitta 

Happy 
Harvey 
Spencer 
Mary 
Lou 
Cowles 

Feeling good! 



                  

                

Issue 2, June 2006 Page 15 

Battleship                                    

“MIDWAY”  MUSEUM 

 
Other               

Attractions:          
City Tour & the 

Zoo 
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97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                                          
Board Meeting                                                                                                            

Friday May 5, 2006                                                                                                        
San Diego, California 

 

 

President Charlie Hornsby called the Meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. Bill Landwehr read the minutes from the 
last meeting and they were approved as read. Members recognized for attending all 18 reunions were Bob 
Sentell and Sam Sanchez. 

First-time attendees at a National Reunion were Harold Burt and his wife Nancy from Clyde, NY,  Herbert 
Jacks from Lancaster, CA, and Charles Carney from Stanhope, NJ. 

There was much discussion finalizing the set-up the Scholarship Fund and a number of rules put in place. It 
was also suggested that members may contribute to the fund at anytime in order to keep it going. 

 

There was a discussion of sending bills to late payers of Association dues. If bills are to be sent out, it will 
create a new job for a Secretary. Charlie is going to contact Jimmy Dykes to see if he would be interested. 

 

Financial Report was given by Charlie Hornsby as follows: 

Checking  $10,997.26 

Benevolence Fund $   2,275.79 

Scholarship Fund $   1,850.00 

TOTAL   $ 13,273.05 
 

It was voted on and passed to eliminate the December Newsletter resulting in a substantial savings of 
$720.00. The three new publications months will be February, June and October. Further substantial sav-
ings will be made  by members downloading the newsletter from the 97th Website. 

It was suggested to have the National reunion Wednesday through Sunday instead of Sunday through Sat-
urday. The best days to fly at cheaper rates are Tuesdays and Wednesdays. After considering everything, 
that most people could not afford to stay in a hotel 7days at around a $100.00 a night, it was decided to 
leave the National Reunion in St. Louis for May 7th—12th, in 2007. 

There were two nominations for board members and the were accepted. New Board Members are Dexter 
Gillis and William Riggle. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mr. Bill Landwehr             
97th Association Recorder 
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97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                                           
General Membership Meeting                                                                                             

Friday May 5, 2006                                                                                                         
San Diego, California 

 

 

President Charlie Hornsby called the Meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. with 34 members present.  

Minutes from the last meeting were read by Bill Landwehr and they were approved as read.  

Members recognized for attending all 18 National reunions were Bob Sentell and Sam Sanchez. 

First-time attendees at a National Reunion recognized were Harold Burt and his wife Nancy from Clyde, NY,  Herbert Jacks 
from Lancaster, CA, and Charles Carney from Stanhope, NJ. 

There was a discussion of sending a bill to late payers of yearly Association dues. There has been a good response as there 
were 147 late payers and now it’s down to 19. 

 

Financial Report was given by Charlie Hornsby as follows: 

Checking  $10,997.26 

Benevolence Fund $   2,275.79 

Scholarship Fund  $   1,850.00 

TOTAL   $ 13,273.05 

 

Members were informed that the December newsletter was eliminated at a substantial savings of $720.00. The Communicator 
will now be published three times a year in the months of February, June and October. Additional savings will be made by 
quite a percentage of members downloading the Communicator from the 97th Website.  

The launching of the Aldrich Scholarship Fund was explained and members were informed of the procedures put in place. 
$1,000 will be awarded for the years 2007 and 2008. The first Scholarship will be awarded at the next National reunion in St. 
Louis; applicants must apply by November 15, 2006.  Association members may contribute to this fund at anytime in the fu-
ture. 

It was suggested to have the National Reunion Wednesday through Sunday instead of Sunday through Saturday. The best 
days to fly at cheaper rates are Tuesdays and Wednesdays. After considering everything that most people could not afford to 
stay in a hotel 7days at around a $100.00 a night. It was decided to leave the National Reunion in St. Louis for May 7th—12th, 
in 2007. 

Introduction of two new board members who were nominated were Dexter Gillis and William Riggle. Motion was made and 
seconded to accept the nominations. 

Bob Sentell , with the assistance of Bill Landwehr, gave the presentation for the 2007 National Reunion in St. Louis, which will 
be May 7th thru 12th. It will be at the Marriott with rates of $80.00 per night. There will be a lot to do, and a shuttle will also 
take you to restaurants and the malls. There are no restaurants real close to the hotel, but there is a very nice one inside the 
hotel. 

George Case made a presentation on the next Mini-reunion that will be held in Clear Lake, Iowa, September 13th thru 16th, 
2006. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:59 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mr. Bill Landwehr,                       
9th Association Recorder 
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Reunion Attendees  
                                 
Richard Kurlovech & Marie Nemith 
Richard & Gerda Meek                              
William & Lois Facemire                          
* Herbert Jacks                                     
Edward & Geraldine O’Mara               
Delores Radke & Rosie Roberts                                    
Jack & Marion Andrews                          
* Harold & Nancy Burt                              
André & Jean Arceneaux                      
Max & Fran Knouse                             
William Pinchback                               
Harvey Spencer & Mary Lou Cowles  

* First time National Reunion              
Attendees 

To those who appreciate engineering projects, here is a puzzle for you armchair engineers and physicists. 
Did that bridge have to be designed to withstand the additional of ship and barge traffic, or just the 
weight of the water? 

Answer:  It only needs to designed to withstand the weight of the water! Why? A ship always displaces an 
amount of water that weighs the same as the ship, regardless of how heavily a ship may be loaded. 

         Submitted by Marie Nemith 

Andrew & Maureen Whitton               
Steven & Martha Fenner                     
Dexter & Mary Gillis                      
Robert & Linda Sentell                       
Meir & Marilyn Horvitz                         
Samual & Ofilia  Sanchez                      
Emilio Bandiero                                     
Ronald & Jo Mosier                              
Floyd Malzahn                                       
*Charles Carney                                           
Roger Carney  (Guest)                                                 
Charles Hornsby                                  
Bill & Laverne Landwehr                  
Robert & Nancy Huckabee                  
Steve & Lois Solot                                     
Ernie Figueroa                                                               

Walter & Melitta Fort                                      
George & Edie Case                          
Hildegard and Cecil Lisenby                               
Betty Messelt (Guest)                                       
Eugene and Mary Darmstedter          
Rosemary & Sheila Scanlon                    
Donald & Margaret Schneider             
Leo & Mavis Goertzen                          
Pete & Mieko Alverado                                         
Betty Cherry                                                     
Walter Kozlowski & Virginia Jarrett   
William & Shirley Riggle                                
Leonard & Ethel Yusko                                        
Emerick and Louise Miller                                  
Avery Harris  (Guest)                                                                 

Six years, 500 million 
Euros, 918 meters                
long…. Now this is                  
engineering! 

This is a channel-
bridge over the River 
Elbe and joins the for-
mer East and West 
Germany as part of the 
unification project.                  
It is located in the city 
of Magdeburg, near 
Berlin. The photo was 
taken on the day of           
inauguration. 

 

Very Interesting ….. 



                  

                

          We have had a few contributions in the News-
letter—from some of our members about their mili-
tary service— especially those who have been in 
Germany during WWII. 

   It is so important to hear about members’ experi-
ences which shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of 
stories that would be interesting to the group. 

We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, 
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite 
any comments/suggestions. 

If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the 
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a                     
mail-in form for written responses because some members are 
not able to attend the reunions. 

   On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a 
guideline for members to think about when they are being inter-
viewed (It was formerly called Story Time).                                 
The Interview Form (two pages) is on the last pages of the 
NEWSLETTER for your convenience. However, in order to 
save some postage, we will insert those forms only once a 
year.  

 

Why did you join, and how old were you?                               
What was your occupation at the time?                                      
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional 
training?                                                                                                   
What and where was/were your assignments)?                        
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                              
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of 
the world?                                                                                               
When, where, how long?                                                         
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that 
generation)                                                                                                  
When did you come home?                                                           
What did you do after you returned home?                                    
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your 
future?                                                                                         

   Any additional information is welcome. We also would like 
pictures in uniform and a recent  photograph (original 
prints if possible for better reproduction). 

Your Story... 

   As it turned out another new member,  
Ted Maleski, does not live too far from Walt 
Fort.  He visited Ted in Hazleton, PA.  The 
two were stationed together in Böblingen in 
the Photo Platoon and HQ CO from 1958-60. 
They had a good time looking at photo al-
bums and recalling some good times. 

Ted has become an accomplished artist 
these past ten years, and is self-taught.  His 
paintings are displayed throughout his home 
and they are very beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   In early May, George Abraham, who 
lives in the same City as the editors 
(Allentown, PA) stopped over for 
breakfast and a little reminiscing. 
George was stationed at Panzerkaserne 
from 1946-48. 

Does any member remember serving 
with George at the same time ? And 
knowing each other perhaps? 

 

“Gigi” , 
Melitta 
and Mike  

 

 

 

                                

     Coming back from visiting their son in NJ, 
Gisela and Micheal Koen stopped for a visit with 
the Editors in Allentown, PA on their way home to 
Schenectady, NY. Mike brought along a book that 
has the History of the 97th Signal Bn. From 1942-
1960, and made it a gift to the 97th Association. 
Mike, designed the cover with the book’s editor, 
James Arey, when they were stationed at Panzer-
kaserne HQ CO from 1958-60. 

We had a lovely afternoon with Kaffee und              
Kuchen, and became really acquainted with each 
other. Mike and Walt reminisced about their time 
in Germany, and Gisela “Gigi” and Melitta talked 
about lots of topics. 

Most likely, we will be seeing each other at times 
when the Koens come and go to visit with their son 
and Family. 

Note: The Editor of the Communicator scanned 
the book’s 72 pages and the Webmaster Jon Kil-
burn will have them on the 97th Website for mem-
bers to read and print, if they wish. 

Visiting with New Members 

Page 19 The Communicator 

We hope too see all of them at some of the                                            
National and Mini-reunions 



                  

                

THE COMMUNICATOR IS NOW ONLINE      From: Jon Kilburn 

Members, Associates, Families and Friends; 

     As some of you know, I have set up the last two editions of The Communicator online, in a secure area of 
the 97th Signal Battalion Association website,  www.triedandtrue.org . 

Walt Fort converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be easily viewed, printed, and/or saved with 
Adobe’s Acrobat Reader. These two issues and any following issues will have color pictures and graphics, 
where available. There is a link on the page for downloading the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if 
you don’t already have it loaded on your computer. 

You may forward this message to all of the Association members, Associates and their families.  

The access is Username & Password protected to keep the information from getting into the hands of spam-
mers. As added security, there is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link below and use the User-
name & Password in lower case, exactly as shown below; so either bookmark the page, or better yet, keep a 
copy of this message for reference: 

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/ 

Username: 97thnews                                                                                                                                 
Password: communicator 

Jon Kilburn,                                                                                                                                                      
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org                                                                                          
or:  jon@kilburn.org                                                                           

www.triedandtrue.org                                                                           

 

97th Signal Battalion                                                          
 Aldrich Scholarships 

 

1. $1,000 in Scholarship Awards will be made available for the 
years 2007 and 2008; the following years awards will be made 
as contributions become available. 

2. Applications are due on November 15 of each year. The first 
awards will be for the year 2007. 

3. Applications will be sent to Floyd Malzahn, who will remove all 
identifying information and then forward them to the Commit-
tee. 

4. REQUIREMENTS: 

 a. A child, grandchild or great grandchild (natural or step)   
 of an active dues paying member of  the 97th Signal Bat
 talion Association. 

 b. A high school student who is entering an academic, 
 technical or vocational school of higher learning. 

 c. Awards will not be based on need. 

 d. Any applicant, or anyone else on their behalf, who 
 directly contacts members of the Award Committee will 
 not be considered for an award.  

 e. Awards will be announced at the Annual Reunion. 

 

Contributions: Make checks payable to:                                         
97th Sig. Bn Association                                                                     
In MEMO box of check write SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

The News... 
At the San Diego Re-
union a revised publi-
cation schedule for the 
COMMUNICATOR 
was presented and 
accepted by the Direc-
tors and membership.  
This will help the Asso-
ciation a great deal 
financially.                 
The Newsletter will 
now appear three (3) 
times a year: February, 
June and October.                       
Many members can  
also read/print the 
newsletter on-line. 
Those members with-
out computer access 
will receive a copy in 
the mail.  

Issue 2, June 2006 Page 20 

APPLICATION FOR 2007 SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Name:___________________________________________  

Address:_________________________________________ 

Town:_________________State:___  Zip Code: _________                

Tel.#__________________ E-mail: ___________________ 

 

Please state why you would like this Scholarship to be 
awarded to the above student .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send application NO LATER than November 15, 2006 to :  

Mr. Floyd Malzahn                    
10854 W. Boswell Blvd.                         
Sun City, AZ 85373-1853 



                  

                

The 97th Ladies had a wonderful time at the San Diego Reunion .....                      
  
Thanks to the great planning by Jim Dykes and the generosity of Harvey Spencer, we had an ele-
gant and delicious lunch at the Prado Restaurant in Balboa Park. It was a lovely afternoon in a won-
derful setting. 

     According to comments heard at that time, it became apparent that many ladies are not really too 
keen on being the Red Hat Ladies because they rather not dress up in red and purple. Thus, we 
should not call ourselves the 97th Red Hat Ladies. It also seemed that some ladies had the impres-
sion only those with red hats were to join the group for the lunch. Far from it, of course—we do not 
want to be elitist nor cliquish. Some ladies would like we should call ourselves the (97th) “Sisterhood” 
perhaps. The editor would like to have suggestions from everyone; that would make it more democ-
ratic. 

   We could plan a 97th Ladies day at the reunions with volunteers who live in the area, and can—
work with the Reunion host to plan and host the “Adventure”.  

   But it can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead 
of time, so it can be published in the Communicator.                                                                               

Having something in common like this creates a bond of friendship. It also would be a nice way to 
welcome new member spouses to the Association.  

“Grow old with me, the best is yet to be.”            

        Robert Browning       Many members are reaching—or have 
reached—the 25 or 50+ landmark, or are 
newlyweds; we would like to acknowledge 

that important milestone. Please let us know who is 

“eligible”. 
P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of the couple 

would be great! We will return them if they are origi-

nals. 

    Keeping in touch... 

   At our reunion meeting in Pittsburgh, it 
was decided that the Association would keep 
sending the “Communicator” to all those 
women who were married to active 97th members who 
passed on. There are many of them who continue to be 
involved in the Association, and who find the warmth of 
good friends comforting after they are widowed. One of 
the problems of keeping them informed is that some—but 
not all—seem to drop out of sight. The wives of active 
members may want to consider taking up the project of 
keeping in touch with them and personally invite them 
to the reunions.                                                                                 
   Emilio Bandiero, WOC 56-58. 

97th Ladies 

Ladies,                                                      
Please read the note below from Emilio Bandiero; it is 
really a wonderful idea ! It would create a feeling of still 
“belonging” to the Association.                                                

Anyone  willing to get a list of the ladies and 
send the invitations?                                                                                                                   

Ladies,   

Please  consider doing some vol-
unteering.  It will be gratifying for 

everyone. 
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San Diego Pictorial              
next page 
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Thank you! 

Harvey Spencer & 
Mary Lou Cowles     
We had a delicious 
lunch in a lovely setting. 

La
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The interesting interior of the PRADO restaurant 

WAITING… 

For the group picture session... 

for the shuttle... 



                  

                

Roland Martin’s PC  Corner 
     Tried and Truers, 

Computer tips are sent to some 150 Tried and Truers on a 
daily basis (not on weekends, however), by Roland Martin. 
If you would like to have your name on these lists, please 
send him an e-mail requesting such. 

He does NOT forward >>>>>e-mails.                                                          
He does NOT  send jokes or “sympathy” type messages                                                                                                         
He does NOT send “politically oriented” messages.                                                                  
He does NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS—–unless specifically  
requested by an individual member for such. 

 Roland’s e-mail address is: 

r2j7mart@juno.com  or   r2j7mart@knology.net    

 

Here are several Short Tips:  

Although the following appears to have been written for Win-
dows 9x, you can get into WindowsXP safemode by pressing 
either the F8 key , or the CTRL key (depending on the machine) 
at boot up. 

Safe Mode                                                                                                  
A special Windows 95/98 (Win9x) startup mode that lets the 
system launch with minimal hardware support in  the event of 
hardware or network configuration problems (often brought on 
by newly installed devices that conflict with existing ones). In 
Safe Mode, Windows offers only mouse, keyboard, VGA (Video 
Graphics Array) support, letting users troubleshoot problems 
that would otherwise prevent windows from running. If a prob-
lem exists, Win9x will automatically launch in Safe Mode. Win98 
users can initiate Safe Mode at startup by pressing and holding 
the CTRL key (the F8 key launches Safe Mode in Win95 and 
some Win98 machines). 

Reduce Dust                                                                                   
You will notice after a while, dust builds up in your PC. In order to 
minimize that accumulation of dust, think about using a thin screen 
in front of the intake fans in your computer to limit ingestion of for-
eign debris. The screen might limit airflow to a small degree, but the 
trade-off is generally worthwhile. 

Measure Your Connection Speed                                                   
There are some resources available online to help you measure a 
connection sped. First, try a bandwidth meter such as the one you 
can find at www.2wire.com and the compare your results against 
another tool such as SpeedGuide’sTCP/IP 
(http://www.speedguide.net). Repeat your tests over several days 
(and at different times of day, if possible) to look for any possible 
trends and compare your results against the service speeds listed in 
you monthly cable bill. If the speeds are reasonably close, chances 
are you’re just visiting a slow or complicated website. Try some 
other websites—they’ll probably respond much better. If the Internet 
speeds seem unusually slow, check for other PCs on your home 
network that may also be demanding bandwidth. For example, you 
won’t get top performance with CNN streaming news reports if little 
Sally is downloading MP3s in her bedroom. Try connecting to your 
PC directly to a cable modem (circumvent any connection-sharing 
devices such as Internet routers) and try the test again. If perform-
ance is still poor, even with only  a single PC connected, it’s time to 
contact you ISP (Internet service provider) and get tem involved for 
some possible solutions. 

NOTE from Roland: I use http://www.speakeasy.net/speedtest              

T & T,  Roland                                                                                                            
God Bless America!                                                                                                   
VISIT  -  http://mrgrg-ms.org 
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German Phrase of  the  Month:                     
All of you must have heard/used a lot of                             

similar phrases.   “Der Donnerwetter is heute los!!” “All hell is breaking loose” 

 Men’s Bookshelf 
News of a former 97th Photo Platoon 

guy, James A. Arey received just before 
Newsletter publishing time; he died in 1988. 
While in Böblingen, he became very interested 
in the history of the 97th and in the ‘50s—‘60s 
edited The History of the 9th Signal Battalion 
(Operation) - Mike Koen did the Cover and Art 
Work.                                                                                                
In the 70’s he worked for Pan Am in New York 
City, and at that time wrote a book                        
“ The Sky Pirates”.                                                      

It is out of print, but the editor was able to or-
der a used copy on-line at  amazon.com. 

 

Sounds interesting! 
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Lock The Taskbar                                                                                        
If your computer is accessible to others—to children, especially—
your Taskbar and Taskbar icons  can turn up in all kinds of places. 
Next time you clean up such a mess, prevent it from happening 
again by locking the Taskbar: Just right-click any blank area of the 
Taskbar and choose “Lock The Taskbar”. 



                  

                

     The NEW and IMPROVED TRICARE site: 

The Health Affairs (HA) and TRICARE Manage-
ment Activity (TMA) websites have merged. 

   The site  www.tricare.osd.mil has many up-
grades, including an improved search engine, text-
only A to Z browsing, more quick links and re-
sources, and consolidated news. Users will find 
the site easier to navigate for regional information, 
fact sheets, the TRICARE Handbook and policy 
information.  

   As part of the site consolidation, the search ca-
pabilities has been enhanced to produce more or-
ganized results, including new search options. 
Search tips help the infrequent Internet user, while 
resources flank the search results section to help 
users locate information. The search upgrade also 
includes the ability to search different categories 
simultaneously. These can be as general or spe-
cific as the user needs, such as searching the en-
tire site for a specific area (e.g., web sites, TRI-
CARE Handbook, news releases, fact sheets, 
etc.). 

 

     Military Health Benefits                                        

Suggestion: cut out information and put in your wallet. 

Telephone numbers and websites you need 
to know: 

 

 
1. For information relating to TFL:                                                    

Telephone: 1-866-773-0404 (TDD: 1-866-773-0405)                  
Web site: www.tricare4u.com                                                  
This information also appears on the Explanation of 
Benefits form sent by Tricare. 

2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Management 
Facility (TMA) for any questions concerning military 
health care: Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil 

3. For prescription drug questions:                                      
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779 (TDD: 1-877-540-6261)                  
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare                                 
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903, 
Phoenix, AZ 85082-0903 

More detailed information has been published in earlier 
editions of the Communicator.                                                    
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at either 
the web sites, from their old Communicator copies, or 
even from me. 

I have also worked out a hypothetical scenario for any-
one who Is trying to decide whether or not to participate 
in Medicare Part D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add to the above , 5% (or more) beyond $3,600.00. 

In my case, I would end up paying approximately 
$1,800.00 per year if I had to purchase my own medica-
tions. This is far less than the $2,456.50 above. 

     By now  you should have received a notice in the mail from           
Wisconsin Physician Service, the TRICARE contractor.                        
Copied the following information for your convenience from their site:  
http://www.tricare4u.com. (This information is not in their information 
brochure).                                                                                              
The TRICARE Regions will be transitioned to the new contractor on a 
staggered basis. The schedule, by regions below:                             

TRANSITION SCHEDULE                                                                        
As the regions listed below are transferred to WPS-TRICARE For Life, 
your information will be carried over beginning on the date outlined    
below. You may register on or after your transition date. 

Region 11 (excl. Alaska)       4/1/2004                   
Regions 2 & 5   6/1/2004                      
Regions 9, 10, Hawaii & Alaska 7/1/2004               
Regions 3, 4 & Puerto Rico  8/1/2004                                
Region 1    9/1/2004                                
Region 7 & 8   10/1/2004                                 
Region 6    11/1/2004 

There is a place where one can “register” at their site. Am not positive       
if that is even necessary, since all records/accountability are supposed 
to be transferred automatically to WPS from Human, etc. But I will 
register just to see what happens (on 1 August, the effective transition 
date for District 4).  

 

A map with the regions and 800 numbers has been published in an 
earlier COMMUNICATOR. [the ed.]    
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Average monthly premium: 
$32.00 x 12 months 

$384.00 

Annual Deductible $250.00 

25% co-pay for first $2250.00 
(annually 

$562.50 

100% pay from $2250.00 to 
3600.00 (annually) 

$1,350.00 

The LEAST one would pay $2,546.50 

Medicare Part D, hypothetical case—per person 



                  

                

OFFICERS,  SECRETARY/TREASURER  and  DIRECTORS 
As of June 1, 2005                                                                                                                           

President                                                                                                                                               
Charles R. Hornsby, Jr. (2005-2007)                                                                                                    

4681 Miles Standish Road                                                                                                             
Virginia Beach, VA 23455-4950                                                                                                        

Tel. 757-464-6881 
 Vice-President   

Robert A. Sentell (2005-2007)                                                                                                              

9562 W. Pleasant Street                                                                                                                      
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759                                                                                                              

Tel. 989-389-3149                        
Secretary/Treasurer 
Michael J. Taptick 

3 High Ridge Circle,                                                                                                                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                                                                                                      

Tel. 860-848-0895 

 

Past Presidents 
 

Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Floyd A. Malzahn (2003-2007) 
10854 W. Boswell Blvd. 

Sun City, AZ 85373-1853 
Tel. 623 974-6527 

 
William J. Riggle (2006-2008) 

4064 Pipeline Road 
Blaine, WA 98230-9745 

Tel. (360) 392-8991 
 

James O’Kelley (2007) 
611 E. Scissortail Lane 

Cushing, OK 74023-1910 
Tel. (918)-225-6907 

Meir I. Horvitz (2005-2007) 
3414 Glen Ellen Drive         

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957  
 Tel. 707-421-1398 

 
Gary W. Craig (2005-2007) 

8227 Middlebury Lane 
Houston, TX  77070-3634 

Tel. 281-469-2268 
 

Dexter C. Gillis (2006-2008)                                                                      
6 Cottage Street 

Marblehead, MA 01945-3028 
Tel. (781-632-5942 

Chaplains 

Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (609) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 861-4918 

 
Sales & Promotions 

Supply Sergeant                                    
George A. Case 

2515 S. Lakeview CT #103 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Te.: 641-357-7569 
 

Recorder 
Bill H. Landwehr   
7585 Highway Kk  

Washington, MO 63090-5819 
Te. (636) 239-1957 

 
 

 
Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 

Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 
Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 
Benevolence 

 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 
4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 
Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 
Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 
Historian  

 
Historian & Public  

Information Director                 
 

Jim O’Kelley 
611 E Scissortail Lane 

    Cushing, OK 74023-1910 
Tel. (918) 225-6907 

 

 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 

Issue 2, June 2006 Page 25 



FYI!!!                                                                   

        Address, telephone & e-mail changes & correc-
tions are printed in each issue. 

Please check and make entries in 
your rosters. 

                  

                

New or Corrected                                                     
Addresses/Phone listings: 

 

Name: Cole & Margaret Digges ( not Diggers)                   
New Address:                                                                                         
George J. Luketich, 5378 Florence Point Dr., Fernandina  
Beach, FL 32034-5409                                                           
Charles L. Moriarty, 5809 Garden Lakes Palm, Braden-
ton, FL 34203-7141                                                           
Errol Rosen, PO BOX 19715, Fountain Hills, AZ 85269; 
Tel.: 480-272-7310                                                             
George A. Kreigbaum, 704 W. US 223, Apt. 309,             
Adrian, MI 49221                                                                  
Bill & Pat Facemire, 1118 W Helena Dr.; Phoenix, AZ 
85023; Tel.: 602-866-7909 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LOOK and CHECK 
    There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the time. If you have 
changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your corrections to: 

Mike Taptick = mike97th@myeastern.com                                                        

and copies  CC: Charlie Hornsby:  army97thsba.president@verizon.net;                                                                        
All jokes and junk will be sent to my old e-mail: Charlie.horn2@verizon.net                                                                                    

Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date. 

 

Changes/additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members 
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E-mail Additions/Changes  

*Michael Koen mkoen@nycap.rr.com 

*Del Franklin yorled46@aol.com 

*Roger Blakeway pepmntpattyb@aol.com 

*Elvin Rasmussen elsandi@aol.com 

*Zenith Cote zenith@earthlink.net 

Herbert Jacks jacksherb@aim.com 

Bill Landwehr lmkl@yhtl.net 

***John Schroeder jschroeder24@wi.rr.com 

Errol Rosen brat14262@cox.net 

Bill Facemire nana8233@aol.com 

* David Rogers r1646@earthlink.net 

* William Plisko billfaye1@verizon.net 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*NEW MEMBERS                                                                             
** LIFETIME MEMBERS   *** DELETE                     



                  

                

ITEMS ORDERED COST 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

Battalion Crest sm. $3.75 each;  2 for $7.00   

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys” $5.00   

White 97th CAP $9.00   

Tan CAP –embroidered                                                                   
extra options—unit/year/state                                                                                                               $15.00/ $10.00 additional   

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel $20.00  Size/color  

Sweat shirt zipper/hooded, grey $42.00 size  

“Böblingen” Tote bags (new) $8.00   

Cook books (hardcover –1994) $5.00    

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  
              

 

 

 

Note: Many items fit in regular envelopes, unless ordering several or heavy items. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   

on all orders 
               $6.00 

TOTAL  

Signal Corps flag pins $2.75 each;  2 for $5.00   

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey $22.00 Size/color  

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve $35.00 Size  

Golf/Polo shirt ,black/orange/steel $26.00 Size/color  

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey $36.00 size  

Please cut off lower part and save for your records! 

George Case                           
2110 14th Ave. N  #205              
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       

Check  next Page & the 97th Web pages for Pictures of Products 
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97TH Signal Battalion  SUPPLY DEPOT 



                  

                

SUPPLY DEPOT  

MERCHANDISE 

See Order Form  

Böblingen Tote Bag  $8.00  7th Army Decals  3 for $2.00 Battalion Crest $3.75 each Signal Corps Flag Pins $2.75 

CAPS 

White Cap $9.00 

Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/         
Options $10.00 

Blue Circle ”C” Cowboys $5.00 
Fleece Vest                        
sleeveless,  dk. grey   $42.00 

NEW Merchandise             
 

is in 

Sweat shirt full zip/hooded grey $42.00 

Regular T-shirt grey/steel/orange  $20.00 

Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00 Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00 

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue 
long/short sleeved  $35.00 

Discontinued Items                     on sale at reunions 



                  

                

     Your Story  
 Name: 

 

Please write as much as you like. It is always interesting to hear how other fellow soldiers fared during 
their service . 

Why did you join, and how old were you? 

 

 

 

What was your occupation at the time? 

 

 

 

Where did you was your basic training, and other additional training?  

 

 

 

What and where was/where your assignments? 

 

 

 

Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn? 

 

 

 

What was your experience in Europe/and other parts of the world? 

 

 

 

When, where and how long? 

 

 

 

            

            Cont’d next page 



                  

                

Where were you at the end of WWII ?  - if you are of that generation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When did you come home, and what did you do after you returned home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your future? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any additional information is welcome.                                                                                                                      
We also would like pictures in uniform and a recent photograph (original prints if possible—for better re-
production; we will scan them and return them to you immediately).     
           Thank you. 


