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The Communicator
Issued to members of the 97th
Signal Battalion Association as an
informational guide to activities of the
Association, and to further the comradeship between active members;
not only for now but also in the future.
Active members receive this publication with membership. Inactive members may obtain copies by sending
$2.50 per copy to the Secretary.
Any news items, etc. to be published
in The Communicator should be
sent to the editors before the cut-off
dates listed below:

Feb. 1, June 1, Oct 1.

Thanks

Communication:
Michael J. Taptick—Secretary
3 High Ridge Circle
Uncasville, CT 06382
Tel: (860) 848-0895
E-mail: Mike97th@ct.metrocast.net
Newsletter Co-editors
Walt & Melitta Fort
1048 Buckingham Dr.
Allentown, PA 18103-9785
Tel: (610)740-0808
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com
Visit our Website:
www.triedandtrue.org
Send any information pertaining to
the 97th Signal Battalion to:
Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &
Cyberland guru
PO BOX 1337
Warren, MI 48090
E-mail: Jkilburn@Kilburn.org
Online Community:
There is an online forum on Delphi,
where members have an opportunity
to “express their own personal views
about different topics”. The online
community is called “97th Signal
Battalion Association”. The Forum
can be reached at:
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried
andTrue/
The messages are:
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried
andTrue/ messages

Yes, Iowa has its charm and more...

This was a small but really interesting
and enjoyable mini-reunion.
Thirty-eight members attended. The weather was
glorious - the thunderstorms waited until the
morning of everybody’s departure; “When angels
travel, the skies are smiling” - an old German
saying.
A big “Thank you” to George and Edie Case.
They did a great job organizing everything from
accommodations, tours, shopping, etc., and
keeping us plenty busy with a cheery disposition.
We went on several tours: in Clear Lake and Mason City: the Surf Ballroom, the Frank Lloyd
Wright Museum, the Meredith Willson - “The Music Man” Square and Museum and his Boyhood
Home, as well as several other spots. Some
guys played at the Veterans Gulf course in Clear
Lake. After a wonderful Italian dinner we took a
lovely sunset boat ride on Clear Lake. The
lunches in “The Rose Cottage” (for the ladies)
and “Marjorie’s Tea House” were lovely. The last
evening we gathered at the new VFW Hall in
Clear Lake for dinner. The Mayor of the City
greeted us and reiterated what is good about
Clear Lake and Iowa.

Hosts George & Edie Case ...

...enjoying the Sunset on Clear Lake

In This Issue:
•

“SNOWBIRDS”
please read p. 4

Now everybody is already looking forward to
the National reunion in St. Louis, Missouri. Information is on pp.12-14. More information will be in
the February newsletter. We hope to see more of
our friends who have been missed at the previous reunions.

•
•

THE COMMUNICATOR

In the meantime, we wish everyone and their
families and friends a lovely Fall, a nice Thanksgiving, Christmas and Hanukah Season, and all
the best for 2007.

•

New Newsletter
publication dates;

•

Aldrich Scholarships
Application ;

Stay well!!! See you in St. Louis.

Walt & Melitta

National – Reunion pp.12-14

•

IS NOW ON-LINE;
see p.20 for information/ instructions

Veterans Benefit Update

Send us more :

•
IMPORTANT: Secretary Mike Taptick has a new email address: mike97th@ct.metrocast.net

Information for the 2007

Recalling your military service for
our Your Story column. FORMS
TO USE - LAST TWO PAGES

President’s Message…

The View From Here

Fellow Tried and Truers;
Sorry, Edith and I missed the mini-reunion
which George and Edie Case hosted. Congratulations
are in order for George and Edie for a job well done.
From the pictures of the men and women’s group, it
appears that the reunion was well attended. Also, I understand everyone had a grand time.
The children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
natural or step, of members of the 97th Signal Battalion
Association, should be encouraged to write their essays
for the Major Richard Aldrich Scholarship, which are
due to the Association on December 15, of this year.
Read more about the Scholarship process elsewhere in
the Communicator.
I want to commend the members who have notified
me of errors in the membership roaster; wrong e-mail
and residential addresses, misspellings and other errors. This will keep the roster up to date.
My term of office is fast approaching the end. There is
still a lot of work to be completed and not very much
time left.
Now is the time for the younger members to be thinking about running for positions on the Board of Directors, President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Administrative Notices/
NOTE:
Please, send any
administrative news—
items pertaining to new membership, change of addresses (incl. email), illnesses, deaths notices— to the
Secretary/Treasurer: Mike Taptick.
LOOK: new e-mail:
mike97th@ct.metrocast.net

If you feel that you have the talent
and willingness to lead this organization forward and add to the strength of
the organization, now is the time to
contact our Secretary Mike Taptick
and apprise him of your intent. Only by
volunteering for a job can our organization meet the challenges of the day
and continue in the future
Since the number of issues of the Communicator
were reduced from four (4) issues to three (3) issues
per year starting this year, this is the last issue of
2006.
It seems strange for Edith and me to wish the membership and their families a very Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukah and Happy New Year in the October
issue of the Communicator

Charles R. Hornsby, President

P.S. It has been brought to my attention that the Jim Austin
Awards Plaque (with all recipients’ names) seems to be
lost. Does anyone know its whereabouts??? Please contact
me or Mike Taptick.
Thanks.

Important

At the San Diego Reunion a revised publication schedule for the COMMUNICATOR was
presented and accepted by the Directors and
membership. This will help the Association
a great deal financially.
The Newsletter will now appear three (3)
Also, please check e-mail and
times a year: February, June and October.
other addresses; it’s vital we
get the CORRECT information. Many members can also read/print the newsletter on-line. Those members without computer access will receive a copy in the mail.
Don’t forget to renew your
membership! To receive
the ROSTER and COMMUNICATOR you have to be up
to date with your dues.

Looking For a Few Good Men!!!
Requirements for Board of Directors: One meeting per year and
a big heart.
Compensation: Satisfaction of making a contribution to the Association.
OTHER: Host a reunion; Lend a helping
hand—or two—with various other tasks. The
Association depends on the participation of
the members to keep it a viable organization.

Be a Volunteer—Make a Difference!
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The News...

“HISTORIAN AND PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE”

Historian and Public Information Director

Jim O’Kelley

Contact:
e-mail: jim97sig@sbcglobal.net

The Communicator

Welcome New Members
From Inactive to Active:
Larry A. & Pat Naatz
119 Clinton Street, Mapleview, MN 55912;
Tel.: 507-433-2812; CO. A. COMM. CENTER 66-67
Richard E (Dick) & Peggy Mansfield
12342 Borcherding Ln., Des Peres MO 63131;
Tel.: 314-966-3552; RADIO POS CO. 2/57-2/59
James H. McGean
130 Lake Road, Brentwood, NH 03833;
Tel.: 603-772-2263; CRYPTO 52-55
Henry Dalleave
438 N. 2nd Street, Ragsdale, IN 47573-0076;
Tel.: 812-735-4313; 596 SIGNAL 54-56
James L. Paukert
2255 Switzer Road, Apt. 102, Gulfport, MS 395073838;
Tel.: 228-239-1978; CO Freudenheim (SP) Bunker,
70-71

Charles & Mary Lou Wedekind
11215 Kiwatani Trail, Canfield, OH 44406-9751; Tel.: 330547-8201; ROC 50-51
Benjamin H. Smith & Arden Norvold
3720 NE Trout Brook Lane, Bremerton, WA 98311-8230;
Tel.: 360-698-2366; HQS. CO PHOTO PLT. 57-59

LIFETIME MEMBERS:
Jerome F. Buza
Loyd T. Flynt, Jr.

A great big WELCOME to all new members.
We hope to see many of you at the

National and/or Mini-reunions!

Where in the World…
Finding 97th Army Buddies
Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership
Chairman. He asks that each of us to reach back in our
memory bank and come up with some names from
those days when we were in Germany. It’s important
to find more of our younger guys who served from
1965 and later. We have to use any type of search
available to us. You may send names to Eugene via:
E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter
4 Sunrise Drive
Blasdell, NY 14219
Tel: (716) 822-2380

Anyone remember these men?

At the suggestion of Gene Darmstedter we will start a new
column; finding comrades in a more informal way.
Names would be published in the Communicator and
members may supply first name, MI (sort of hard to do), or
city, state they were from. Any additional bits of information would be helpful.
Here is a start:
Sherman Griswald, HQ CO—early fifties;
Moyer ??? WOC 56-58

Locator Team
Ladies and Gentleman,
Anyone interested in becoming a Locator Team member,
please contact Gene Darmstedter. He will appreciate any help
he can get.
NOTE: Haroland (Pat) Patterson is the newest Member of the
Locator Team.

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible.
A last known address, city or state will help. No nicknames, please.
LAST NAME, MI.
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FIRST NAME

ADDRESS

DOB

ASN
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Membership News & Services
All Members:

Entries for the Membership ROSTER:

New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make
corrections/changes in your member roster.
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter.
Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the
subsequent newsletter.
When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep
the Active Roster up to date at all times.
Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on to
your last retreat.
Charlie Hornsby,
Keeper of the Roster ; e-mail 97th business only: army97thsb.v-p@verizon.net

Where is my Newsletter?
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.
Reasons:

•

I did not pay my dues!

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!! Dues to be paid January of each year.
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter.

•

Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP,
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address.
Any changes are to be sent to Mike Taptick in enough time for mailing.
Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change.
We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!

Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:
SECRETARY : Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT, 06382.

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADRESS

STREET
CITY
STATE/ZIP
DATE: FROM

TO

REMARKS:
CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY!

Issue 3, OCT. 2006
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REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP
PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES
As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable 1 January of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues.

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
97TH SERVICE: FROM__________TO_________ COMPANY/PLATOON________________________

My Dues are enclosed for the years:
2007_______2008_______2009_______2010_______2011_______

The Association also offers a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______
Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each.
LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association
Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:
Mike J. Taptick
97th Signal Battalion Association
High Ridge Circle,
Uncasville, CT 06382

ADDRESS CHANGE

Cut along dotted line

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS:
NEW ADDRESS:
EFFECTIVE DATE:
OTHER INFORMATION:
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TEL.#

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

ill members…
These members are ill, and
would appreciate cards, phone calls,
etc. We hope, many are on the way to
recovery, and/or are well again!!!
Tom McMahon
Betty Davis
Karl Weaver
Phil Smith
Joyce Bury
Janice Barnhart
Richard Holliday
W.T. Smith
Jim Callaghan
John Robinson
Robert L. Laflam
Judson W. Barton
John and Marjorie Peck
Shirley Riggle
Betty Cherry
Bob Sentell

Taps

...keep in touch
Dave Harris wants everybody to know
that he is well again and looking forward
to seeing all at the St. Louis reunion.
Request :
We know that the families of the ill members
are often overwhelmed with caring for their
spouse or friend. We think the membership
would like to know how they are doing, and we
would like to publish an update every now and
then in the newsletter.
Thank you.

Let’s all get/stay well and keep in touch!!!

If a member hears of another ill memAndrew Whitton
ber, please notify Andy Whitton so
70 Blanchard Rd.
that he may send get well wishes on
Marlton, NJ 08053-2943
behalf of the Association.

Remembering
our Comrades
who have
taken their
Last Retreat

There is good
news: NO
member
deaths
reported.

Tel.:(856) 983-7587

Excerpts of a letter from member Joyce Bury :
Hello All,
I just wanted to give everyone the latest update about my cancer.
As you all know, I have stage IV metastatic breast cancer which
metastasized to my bones. The cancer did considerable damage to
my spine, ribs and other bones. In February, a PET scan showed the
cancer as active on my spine and a rib. In May, the cancer showed
as having grown some. In September, it showed active, but had not
grown.
I have been feeling great. I still get extremely tired and such, but I
am managing that it. I tend to try doing things I should not, and it
puts me out of commission for a few days. I am trying to figure out
my limitations (I know… you would think in 3 years I would have
figured it out… LOL...I can’t seem to get it right.
Last Friday, I went to a geneticist. They had me tested me in 2000
for the BRCAI and BRCA@ gene mutations. That test was about
85% accurate. Now the test is about 93% accurate. I decided to get
tested again. I am also going to bank my DNA so it can be tested
when I am not here. The Susan G. Komen Foundation has given my
cancer center a grant to test/retest people in high risk categories,
i.e. young when the cancer developed, and family member also had
cancer.
I would like to thank those of you who pray for me. Prayer is VERY
powerful and I really feel that is why I am doing so well. I also believe that attitude is part of the healing process. I also believe that
in my daughters lifetime there will be a cure for breast cancer.
I hope that everyone is doing well. I would like to hear from you
guys and know how life is treating you.

THE COMMUNICATOR IS NOW ONLINE
From: Jon Kilburn
Members, Associates, Families and Friends;
As some of you know, I have set up the last two editions of The
Communicator online, in a secure area of the 97th Signal Battalion
Association website, www.triedandtrue.org .
Walt Fort converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be
easily viewed, printed, and/or saved with Adobe’s Acrobat Reader.
These two issues and any following issues will have color pictures and
graphics, where available. There is a link on the page for downloading
the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if you don’t already have
it loaded on your computer.
You may forward this message to all of the Association members,
Associates and their families.
The access is Username & Password protected to keep the information from getting into the hands of spammers. As added security, there
is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link below and use
the Username & Password in lower case, exactly as shown below; so
either bookmark the page, or better yet, keep a copy of this message
for reference:

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/
Username: 97thnews
Password:communicator
Jon Kilburn,
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org
or: jon@kilburn.org
www.triedandtrue.org

Thank you for all your prayers and God Bless each and all of you.
With love, Joyce.
There was a 2006 Pink and White M& M campaign until October
2006; contributions were going to the Komen Foundation. Sorry,
this news came too late for our Newsletter. [Editors ]

Issue 3, OCT. 2006
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We have gained Ma
many new members in the
past few years, and the reunions will
be growing steadily; we need more
helping hands.
National

Should any of our comrades wish to
attend the reunions, please contact
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators:
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or
Robert A. Sentell (St. Helen, MI). Any
information regarding this plan is
treated as “Confidential”, and not
made available to the general membership.

Reunion

Please consider being a host for a
reunion in the years ahead. It’s never
too early!

If anyone is interested in hosting a
reunion in 2008 in the EASTERN
PART of the country , please get in
touch with Bob Sentell.

The Association has established a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”.
This fund is used for any of our members who are unable to attend our
reunions because of financial considerations.

St. Louis, Missouri
May 7-12, 2007

More in the February Communicator

If any member is aware of another
member being in need of such assistance, please notify one of the Fund
Coordinators.

Mini-Reunion

If a member who needs such service,
can arrive in the reunion city, we will
assist with the lodging and banquet.

If two or three members get together to hold a reunion, it would be so
much easier for everyone. The more
the merrier; it’s less of a burden just for
one host, and can be lots of fun, too.

2007 ???

By helping with some of the tasks—like
serving on the reunion committee—
members will feel more involved in the
future of the Association!

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th
is Alive and Well”.

Dave Harris and Bob Sentell developed a package of detailed guidelines and forms to be sent to Convention
Centers/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. for our reunions. This is a very valuable tool for anyone who considers hosting a National or Mini reunion; it minimizes the stress of dealing with various offices and people.

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator for reunions) for this material.
New recommendations for hosting the Mini-Reunions are also in place.

What’s Your Name?

ACTIVE MEMBER

Arrangements have been made to procure permanent name
tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags have black
lettering on a yellow background with the 97th Crest on the
upper left, and crossed signal flags on the upper right.

John A. Doe
SPOUSE/GUEST
Jane A. Doe

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by sending
$10.00 per tag to Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle,

Uncasville, CT 06382-2086 with the necessary information.

MEMBER’S NAME
COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH
SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME
“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… :
# of TAGS:

Issue 3, OCT. 2006

X $10.00

$

Add $1.00 up to
two tags f. S&H

$

ENCLOSED

$
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Mini-Reunion in CLEAR LAKE,IOWA

Top Row L-R: George Case, Duke Rasure, Mick Le Blanc, André Arceneaux, Floyd Malzahn, Don Schneider, Gene Darmstedter, Gary Craig, John
Sarasio, Walt Fort,
2nd row L-R: Roque Torres, Edie Case, Judy Rasure, Emerick Miller, Richard Kurlovech, Johnnie Albritton, Richard Meek, Leo Goertzen, Tom
Greene, Max Knouse,
3rd Row L-R: Louise Miller, Jean Dieter, Gerda Meek, Jane Albritton, Bob Sentell, Patsy Melendez, Charlene Craig, Maralee Sarasio, Marge Schneider,
Bottom Row L-R: Mavis Goertzen, Marie Nemith, Ida Torres, Linda Sentell, Fran Knouse, Mary Darmstedter, Melitta Fort, Jean Arceneaux

Tour around
Clear Lake in a
restored old-time
Trolley
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Dinner at
Angelina’s
Restaurant
in Clear Lake...

George—the organizer,
Walt the photographer
Issue 3, OCT. 2006

Gerda and Richard Meek

...afterwards everyone walked to the pier
for the sunset cruise
on the lake
Page 9

Mary and Gene
Darmstedter
walking the lake
promenade

Marge and Don
Schneider
enjoying the
sunset

The lake by day

The most perfect evening
on Clear Lake with
The Lady of the Lake
paddlewheel

Fran and Max Knouse
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L.: The whole Wire Co in lockstep for
the Wine store in Clear Lake
Above: Resting after lots of shopping?

First-time Attendees:
Duke & Judy Rasure,
John & Maralee Sarasio

Mayor of Clear Lake Nelson P. Crabb
Emerick, George and Mavis in deep
discussion...
Issue 3, OCT. 2006

Greeted us at the dinner in the new
VFW Hall in Clear Lake
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97th Signal Battalion Association Nineteenth Annual Reunion
May 6 through May 12, 2007
Marriott St Louis West
660 Maryville Centre Drive,
St. Louis, MO 63141
Reservations: Tel.: 800-352-1175
Hosts: Bill and LaVerne Landwehr
Mail to: Michael Taptick, Secretary
3 High Ridge Circle
Uncasville, CT 06382
Make Checks payable to : 97th Sig Bn Assn

Register Early!
PLEASE return your Form and Remittance
No later than April 7th, 2007

Room rate: $80.00 + Tax ; single/double

Updates in February Newsletter

Note: Room reservations by telephone to be made
individually by members.
Identify yourself as a member of the
97th Sig. Bn Assn.

Location: Located in West County St. Louis,
just minutes from Lambert Airport *STL*,
Westport and Chesterfield; off I-40 2 miles of
I-270. Near the Gateway Arch and
Anheuser-Busch Brewery.

Contact person: Cyndi Brasken
Tel.: 314-514-6616

Cut out below form and send

FUNCTION

SELF

SPOUSE

GUEST/S

TOTAL

Registration Fee $15.00 per person

$

Banquet/Entertainment $38.00 per person; Please indi-

$

cate Dinner choice

Prime Rib of Beef

#

Chicken Capri

#

Roast Filet of Salmon

#

CP Room Donation NOTE: Hospitality Room donations will be used to stock the CP Room - NO Association
fees may be used for bartender’s expenses; We depend on everyone’s donations..

$

2007 Membership Fee, if not paid yet; $10.00

$

Memorial to Our Veterans Tour $25.00

$

Beer Baron’s Farm Tour $25.00

$

Discover St. Louis Tour & 38.00

$

Bravo at the Bevo—Dinner & Show; $57.00 per person
Please indicate Dinner choice

$

German Sampler Plate

#

Stuffed Pork Chop

#
TOTAL

$

NOTE: Bob Sentell was informed that all functions, including tours, have to be prepaid (amounts indicated above).
Make copy of this form for your own records.
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Reunion Agenda
May 6-May 12, 2007
Schedule of Events
Sunday, May 06

Early check-in

Monday, May 07
1200

Check-in; set-up Registration Desk
CP Room opens?
Registration Desk opens?
Free time

Tuesday, May 08

0900

Tour Beer baron’s Farm & Office
CP Room opens
Registration Desk opens
Free time

Wednesday, May 09

0900
1200
1800

Discover St. Louis Tour (incl. Arch, Union Station, and the Cathedral)
Registration Desk opens
Free time
One hour Welcoming Reception

Thursday, May 10

0900
1200
1800

Memorial to Our Veterans Tour
CP Room opens
Bravo at the Bevo (German Dinner and Show)

Friday, May 11

0900
1030
1200
1300
1600
1800
1900
2100

Saturday, May 12

Board of Directors Meeting
(Room set up for Ladies –donuts, rolls, coffee, etc.
General Membership Meeting
Group photos after meeting
CP room opens
New Board of Directors Meeting
CP Room closes
Cocktail Hour
Banquet
Dancing with the Starlighters Band
CP Room opens
Goodbye

Please, Everyone be on time; we cannot paste in pictures. It’s so much nicer
when we are all together at the same time.

Issue 3, OCT. 2006
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DISCOVER SAINT LOUIS TOURS
Services: Round-trip motor coach transportation from Marriott—West Hotel , a professional
Discover St. Louis guide, all arrangements and reservations for each of the below listed tours.
Our guides, dressed in red and black, will meet your guests inside the hotel and assist with boarding.
Boarding will begin 15 minutes prior to departure. Please note: Coaches will be located at the side entrance
of the hotel—not the front door.
Tuesday, May 8, 2007 – Beer Baron’s Farm and Office - Tour departs at 9:30 am and returns at 3:00
pm. Tour includes a visit to Grant’s Farm which includes the Clydesdales Stables. Lunch (on your own) at
Grant’s Farm. Additionally, tour will include Anheuser-Busch Brewery with the Hospitality Room.
Price is $27.00 per person based on a minimum of 35 participants and a 54-passenger motor
coach.
Wednesday, May 9, 2007 - Discover St. Louis-Tour departs at 9:00 am and returns to hotel
at 3:30 pm. Tour includes the Gateway Arch (with either a tram or movie ticket; guests choose day of tour
which option he/she prefers); a stop at Union station (lunch on your own), a tour of the Cathedral Basilica
St. Louis. Should the Cathedral be unavailable due to a funeral, wedding or other event, a stop at the History Museum will be substituted. A drive through Forest Park is also included. Price is $38.00 per person
based on a minimum of 35 participants and a 54-passenger motor coach.
Wednesday, May 9, 2007- Bravo at the Bevo - This evening event departs at 6:15 pm and returns
approximately at 10:00 pm. The evening includes show and dinner at the Bevo Mill, transportation, escort
and meal gratuity. Dinner must be pre-selected. Entrees include German sampler Plate or stuffed Pork
chop. Each participant must pre-select his/her preference. Meal includes salad, entré sides, dessert, cheddar chive biscuits and beverage. Alcoholic beverages are available on a cash-bar basis. Price is $57.00 per
person based on a minimum of 35 participants and a 54-passenger motor coach.
Thursday, May 10, 2007—A Memorial to Our Veterans Tour departs at 9:00 am and includes a visit
to the Veterans Memorial Walk in O”Fallon, Missouri. Tour alsi includes a visit to St, Charles, MO. Guests
may choose to stay in the historic district or visit the Ameristar Casino. Lunch on your own and is available
throughout the historic district and casino. Motor coach will drop-off and pick-up at both the St. Charles
Visitors Center and Ameristar Casino. Guests may choose day of tour. Price is $25.00 per person and is
based on a minimum of 35 participants and a 54-passenger motor coach.

Local Golf Courses for 97th Signal Battalion
Quail Creek: 314-487-1988; Located in South County off I-270 and Highway 21; designed by Hale Irwin
Crystal Springs: 314-344-4448; Located in Maryland Heights near Harrah’s Casino off I-70 and Earthcity Expressway - New Zoysia Fairways for 2007.
Tapawingo: 636-349-3100 ; Located in Southwest County near Highway 141 and Highway 21; 3 nines.
Country club- like.
Forest Park: 314-367-1337; Located in Forest Park in the City of St. Louis; recently redesigned by Hale Irwin plus a
new clubhouse.
Ann Briar: 888-939-5191; Outstanding course in Waerloo. IL across the Jefferson Barracks Bridge. Exquisite zoysia
fairways and excellent clubhouse and food.

Call for T-times and rates. T-times are generally taken a week in advance. Rates differ by day of week. Some have
“senior” and “ladies” rates
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We have had a few contributions in the Newsletter—from some of our members about their military service— especially those who have been in
Germany during WWII.
It is so important to hear about members’ experiences which shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of
stories that would be interesting to the group.
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope,
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite
any comments/suggestions.
If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a
mail-in form for written responses because some members are
not able to attend the reunions.
On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a
guideline for members to think about when they are being interviewed (It was formerly called Story Time).
The Interview Form (two pages) is on the last pages of the
NEWSLETTER for your convenience. However, in order to
save some postage, we will insert those forms only once a
year.

Your Story...
Why did you join, and how old were you?
What was your occupation at the time?
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional
training?
What and where was/were your assignments)?
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of
the world?
When, where, how long?
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that
generation)
When did you come home?
What did you do after you returned home?
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your
future?
Any additional information is welcome. We also would like
pictures in uniform and a recent photograph (original
prints if possible for better reproduction).

The 97th Signal Battalion Goes to War
by Claude Harris, U.S. Army, Retired

Some day I want to start this story at North
Camp, Camp Polk, Louisiana. Today we will start it
aboard our ship in the New York Harbor.
We had set sail from NY, USA and our ship was just one of many
ships in a large convoy consisting of what appeared to be hundreds of
ships. Submarine protection was being provided by the US Navy. We
did not know where we were going but of course we had guessed
Europe.
Our ship was operated and crewed by the British Navy. It was one of
the dirtiest, rottenest, most miserable ships ever to set sail or steam
the ocean during WWII. It was the Queen’s Own, the “Queen Larg[e]
Bay”. There will probably be some misspelled words in this tale. No
person who did not experience that ship ride would ever believe what
a miserable ship it was. The deck or cubicle I was living in or on was
flooded at one time to the tune of “I was wading around in something
that came up over my ankles. To this day I refuse to believe it was
raw sewage”.
There was an entire Engineer Battalion of black troops on board in
addition to the 97th, plus other troops. One man died during the trip,
and they put him in cold storage for the rest of the trip. They gave us
hammocks a to sleep in or on, but there was not enough room for all
the hammocks and no object to anchor or tie the hammocks to for all
the men. Some of us attempted to sleep on the mess tables, but the
ship rolled a lot and that was not safe.
The food was unbelievable. Some of it we could never identify. For
days we had meat that someone finally identified as sharks’ liver.
Actually, it was never proven what type of food it was. I made the
mistake of slipping into the kitchen on night, and after seeing the lack
of sanitary, just lived on bread, candy bars and water during the rest
of the trip.
I think, we originally were headed for France, but in a place they identified as “Ships Graveyard”, off the coast of Ireland or England, the
ship struck something on the bottom of the ocean. After we got underway again we cruised at about four knots an hour for the rest of out
voyage. That location was identified as “Ships Graveyard”, because it
had become a favorite and successful hunting location for German
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submarines. It was reported that German submarines were
located in that area that way. I was told by a member of the
ship’s crew that we had struck a ship that had only sunk down
below the surface of the ocean and not all the way to the bottom of the
ocean. He stated that it was fairly common and that there was no safe
place in the ocean at that time. I will always believe that it was a miracle that we wee not sent to the bottom of the ocean that day by German submarines.
I had been selected as a Military Policeman for the duration of the trip
and had a full working day each day. I was on MP duty, patrolling the
front part of the ship the morning the incident happened. I was walking
on the left side of the main deck, toward the front of the ship. We were
cruising along at normal speed and suddenly the ship struck something and I was thrown off balance or out of step, but I did not fall
down on the deck. I distinctly felt the shock and heard the noise from
the bottom of the ship contacting or striking something. I will that
“bump” ‘till I leave this world.
The ship immediately started turning to my right and stopped dead in
the ocean. There was general panic in my patrol area and complete
silence from the ship’s captain or anyone else in a position of authority.
I watched in total horror as the other ships in the convoy roared away
to my left and from us out of sight. That all appeared to happen in what
seemed to be minutes. I will never forget watching all those ships disappear over the horizon. You could look in any direction and see nothing but our ship and the ocean. I prepared to die and kept at my job.
After what appeared to be an hour the loudspeaker roared to life and
we were placed on full alert, including life jackets. From that time on
we wore all clothing and equipment. Most of us slept on deck in
cramped spaces until we walked off the ship at Southampton.
I was ordered to stick to my post, therefore I could not see what was
occurring around the rest of the ship. We just stayed out of the holes of
the ship because we expected to be blown to hell any minute. I slept
close to the lifeboats, and some brave souls slept in the lifeboats. I
was supposed to keep them out of the lifeboats, but there was a lot of
fear on that ship, so I ignored them. I was told that two divers were
sent over the side near the right rear of the ship and apparently discovered damage to the drive shaft or the propellers.
Cont’d p. 19
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97th Signal Battalion Aldrich Scholarships
1.

$1,000 in Scholarship Awards will be made available for the years 2007 and 2008; the following years’ awards will be made as contributions become available.

2.

Applications are due by DECEMBER 15 of each year. The first awards will be for the year 2007.

3.

Applications will be sent to Floyd Malzahn, who will remove all identifying information and then forward them to the Committee.

4.

REQUIREMENTS:
a. A child, grandchild or great grandchild (natural or step) of an active dues paying member of the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
b. A high school student who is entering an academic, technical or vocational school of higher learning.
c. Awards will not be based on need.
d. Any applicant, or anyone else on their behalf, who directly contacts members of the Award Committee will not be considered for
an award.
e. Awards will be announced at the Annual Reunion.

Contributions: Make checks payable to:

97th Sig. Bn Association
In MEMO box of check write SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Send to: Mike Taptick, Secretary/Treasurer; 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT 06382-2086
Cut out below form and send

STUDENT APPLICATION FOR 2007 SCHOLARSHIP
Student’s Name:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________________

Send application NO LATER than December15, 2006
to :

Town:___________________State:___ Zip Code: __________

Mr. Floyd Malzahn

Tel.#___________________ E-mail: _____________________

10854 W. Boswell Blvd.
Sun City, AZ 85373-1853

Please state why you would like this Scholarship to be
awarded to you:

Issue 3, OCT. 2006
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97th Ladies
The 97th Ladies had a lovely lunch at the Rose Cottage in Clear Lake, Iowa. It was a small gathering,
but very enjoyable. These lunches are really a great time to gather just to have a lovely time.

According to comments heard at San Diego National Reunion, it became apparent that many
ladies are not really too keen on being the Red Hat Ladies because they rather not dress up in red
and purple. Thus, we should not call ourselves the 97th Red Hat Ladies. It also seemed that some
ladies had the impression only those with red hats were to join the group for the lunch. Far from it,
of course—we do not want to be elitist nor cliquish. Some ladies would like we should call ourselves the (97th) “Sisterhood” perhaps. The editor would like to have suggestions from everyone;
that would make it more democratic.
We could plan a 97th Ladies day at the reunions with volunteers who live in the area, and can
work with the Reunion host to plan and host an “Adventure”.
But it can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead
of time, so it can be published in the Communicator.

Having something in common like this creates a bond of friendship. It also would be a nice way to
welcome new member spouses to the Association.
Ladies,
Please read the note below from Emilio Bandiero; it is
really a wonderful idea ! It would create a feeling of still
“belonging” to the Association.

Anyone willing to get a list of the ladies and
send the invitations?

Ladies,
Please consider doing some volunteering. It will be gratifying for
everyone.

Keeping in touch...
At our reunion meeting in Pittsburgh, it
was decided that the Association would keep
sending the “Communicator” to all those
women who were married to active 97th members who
passed on. There are many of them who continue to be
involved in the Association, and who find the warmth of
good friends comforting after they are widowed. One of
the problems of keeping them informed is that some—but
not all—seem to drop out of sight. The wives of active
members may want to consider taking up the project of
keeping in touch with them and personally invite them
to the reunions.
Emilio Bandiero, WOC 56-58.
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Roland Martin’s PC Corner
Tried and Truers,
Computer tips are sent to some 150 Tried and Truers on a
daily basis (not on weekends, however), by Roland Martin.
If you would like to have your name on these lists, please
send him an e-mail requesting such.

computer tips

He does NOT forward >>>>>e-mails.
He does NOT send jokes or “sympathy” type messages
He does NOT send “politically oriented” messages.
He does NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS—–unless specifically
requested by an individual member for such.

Roland’s e-mail address is:

r2j7mart@juno.com or r2j7mart@knology.net
Here are several Short Tips:
Suggestion On How To Name Files When Downloading
Some downloaded files have names like SETUP.EXE,
istqx9480.zip or blatblitz.exe.
Think you’d know what those were a month from now? I would
not. For example: I renamed a program installer “Kvlot32.exe” (a
program to convert old Lotus Write documents to Rich Text
Format) “Keyview for Lotus”. Note the original name is preserved but a description has been added. I save my
downloaded files in a folder called “Program Installers”. For me,
it makes them easier to find, and identify the installer(s) at a
later date, if need be.
Spyware Blaster
http://www.javacoolsoftware.com/sbdownload.html
Prevent the installation of spyware anfd other potentially unwanted software! Spyware, adware, browser hijackers and dialers are some of the fastest-growing threats on the Internet today. By simply browsing to a web page, you could find your
computer to be the brand-new host of one of these unwanted
fiends! The most important step you can take is to secure your
system. “And SpywareBlaster is the most powerful protection
program available”.
—Prevent the installation of ActiveX-based spyware, adware,
browser hijackers, dialers, and other potentially unwanted software.
—Restrict the actions of potentially unwanted sites in Internet
Explorer. SpywareBlaster can help keep your system spywarefree and secure, without interfering with the “good side” of the
web.
And unlike other programs, SpywareBlaster does not have to
remain running in the background. SpywareBlaster is freeware
for personal and educational use.

the Month:
German Phrase of

heard/used a lot of
All of you must have
similar phrases.

aube los!” —
“Du hast eine Schr
loose!”
“You have a screw
rite phrase!!!
Send in your favo
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Put An End To Error Reporting
By now you’re probably all too familiar with WinXP’s error reporting service, which prompts you to send a report to Microsoft
every time one of your applications crashes. In theory, error reporting seems like a good idea. After all, the more information Microsoft
has about why an application crashes, the more Microsoft has about
why an application crashes, the more Microsoft can do to solve the
problem. In practice, though, error reporting adds little more than a
couple of extra steps to every crash recovery episode. (If you have a
dial-up connection, it adds several more minutes to every episode,
as well.) Plus, on the rare occasions that the error reporting process
recommends corrective action, the instructions aren’t very clear and
are often incomplete: You’re typically directed to a particular Web
page, where you’re left to fend for yourself. If you’d like to stop participating in the error reporting program, click Start, right-click My
Computer, and choose Properties. Click the Advanced tab, and the
bottom of the dialog box, click Error Reporting. You have a few options. You can choose Disable Error Reporting; if you do, you should
probably leave But Notify Me When Critical Errors Occur selected.
You can choose Enable Error Reporting , but uncheck Programs to
report only errors with the WinXP. Or you can leave Programs
checked; click Choose Programs, and use the dialog box that appears to add specific programs to the Report and Do Not Report
lists. Of all these options, the first is probably the best way to eliminate the annoyance error reporting, while also eliminating the
chance that you’ll be dangerously oblivious to errors when they happen. If you ‘re seeing balloon callouts in your sleep, eliminate them
using Tweak UI, a free download from Microsoft.

T & T, Roland
God Bless America!
VISIT - http://mrgrg-ms.org

Men’s Bookshelf
News of a former 97th Photo Platoon guy,
James A. Arey received just before Newsletter publishing time; he died in 1988.
While in Böblingen, he became very interested in the
history of the 97th and in the ‘50s—‘60s edited The
History of the 9th Signal Battalion (Operation) ; Mike
Koen - a new member - did the Cover and Art Work.
In the 70’s James worked for Pan Am in New York
City, and at that time wrote a book
“ The Sky Pirates”.
It is out of print, but the editor was able to order a
used copy on-line at amazon.com.
Sounds interesting!

What are you reading ???
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Military Health Benefits
The NEW and IMPROVED TRICARE site:
The Health Affairs (HA) and TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) websites have merged.
The site www.tricare.osd.mil has many upgrades, including an improved search engine, textonly A to Z browsing, more quick links and resources, and consolidated news. Users will find
the site easier to navigate for regional information,
fact sheets, the TRICARE Handbook and policy
information.
As part of the site consolidation, the search capabilities has been enhanced to produce more organized results, including new search options.
Search tips help the infrequent Internet user, while
resources flank the search results section to help
users locate information. The search upgrade also
includes the ability to search different categories
simultaneously. These can be as general or specific as the user needs, such as searching the entire site for a specific area (e.g., web sites, TRICARE Handbook, news releases, fact sheets,
etc.).

Telephone numbers and websites you
need to know:

1. For information relating to TFL:
Telephone: 1-866-773-0404 (TDD: 1-866-7730405)
Web site: www.tricare4u.com
This information also appears on the Explanation of Benefits form sent by Tricare.
2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Management Facility (TMA) for any questions concerning military health care: Web site:
www.tricare.osd.mil
3. For prescription drug questions:
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779 (TDD: 1-877-5406261)
Web site:
www.express-scripts.com/tricare
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box
60903, Phoenix, AZ 85082-0903
More detailed information has been published in
earlier editions of the Communicator.
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at
either the web sites, from their old Communicator
copies, or even from me.
Cont’d from p. 15

Visit with member Silvio Pontarelli
and his Family

We remained in that position for what seemed like four
hours , the we gradually started to move in the water again ,
and turn back toward England at a speed that was reported
to be three to four knots per hour. Shortly after we struck the
object, probably three hours, two B-24 appeared over our ship
and just flew low over it in circles the entire night and well into
next morning. The next morning, about eight a.m., we saw the
most beautiful site I had ever seen or observed during my entire
life.
Two US Navy Corvettes came roaring over the horizon. An immediate, loud and continuous round of cheers and yells went up
from the troops and their loud cheers filled the air all over the
ship’s deck. The men were waving their undershirts and everything they could get their hands on at the time. Those two corvettes circled our ship continuously for the next four days. The b24s flew away after the Navy came on the scene. There were
also some depth charges dropped, I believe by our ship’s crew,
and then by our Army Air Corps and the Navy. My memory has
faded, but I believe I saw the depth charges explode in the water. It could have been another incident that I remembered.

En route to The Clear Lake Reunion Marge & Don Schneider with
Mary & Gene Darmstedter and Gordon Catterson stopped for a
visit with Adeline and Silvio Pontarelli in Mount Prospect, IL. “We
were greeted with open arms by Adeline, Silvio, their son Raymond, daughter in-law and grandson. We were treated to a delicious Italian feast. Everything was homemade by Adeline—just
great! The hospitality of the Pontarellli Family made us feel so
welcome.
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We spent the next four days at about the same speed and were
diverted to England. For some strange reason, some of us were
reported to our parents as “missing in action”, as if they weren’t
already going through enough hell. The total time on board was
21 days, which meant that most of the men did not have a bath
for 21 days. I was one of them. When we landed in Southampton, England, the entire ship and most of the passengers were
“ripe”. We finally settled in a hedgerow out in the beautiful English countryside; but we were all alive. Somebody had a MISSION for the 97th, and we were there to take care of that MISSION.

OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS
As of June 1, 2005

President
Charles R. Hornsby, Jr. (2005-2007)

Past Presidents

4681 Miles Standish Road
Virginia Beach, VA 23455-4950
Tel. 757-464-6881

Donald K. Adams
Gilbert L. MacDonald

Vice-President
Robert A. Sentell (2005-2007)

John J. Truffa

9562 W. Pleasant Street
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759
Tel. 989-389-3149

Paul W. Muuss
Harvey L. Spencer
Edward R. O’Mara

Secretary/Treasurer
Michael J. Taptick

Emilio F. Bandiero

3 High Ridge Circle,
Uncasville, CT 06382
Tel. 860-848-0895

Eugene L. Darmstedter

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Meir I. Horvitz (2005-2007)

Floyd A. Malzahn (2003-2007)

3414 Glen Ellen Drive

10854 W. Boswell Blvd.

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957

Sun City, AZ 85373-1853

Tel. 707-421-1398

Tel. 623 974-6527

Gary W. Craig (2005-2007)

William J. Riggle (2006-2008)

8227 Middlebury Lane

4064 Pipeline Road

Houston, TX 77070-3634

Blaine, WA 98230-9745

Tel. 281-469-2268

Tel. (360) 392-8991

Dexter C. Gillis (2006-2008)

James O’Kelley (2007)

6 Cottage Street

611 E. Scissortail Lane

Marblehead, MA 01945-3028

Cushing, OK 74023-1910

Tel. (781-632-5942

Tel. (918)-225-6907

Chaplains
Andrew Whitton
70 Blanchard Road
Marlton, NJ 08053
Tel. (609) 983-7587

Bernard L. Carter
2519 Deerfield Drive

Sales & Promotions
Supply Sergeant

Reunion & Hospitality
Coordinator

Benevolence

Petersburg, VA 23805
Tel. (804) 861-4918

Historian

George A. Case

Robert A. Sentell

Gilbert L. MacDonald

Historian & Public

2515 S. Lakeview CT #103

9562 W. Pleasant St.

4704 Roundrock Drive

Information Director

Clear Lake, IA 50428

St. Helen, MI 48656

El Paso, TX 79924

Tel. 641-357-7569

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (915) 821-6475

Jim O’Kelley
611 E Scissortail Lane

Recorder

Robert A. Sentell

Newsletter

9562 W. Pleasant St.

7585 Highway K

Walt & Melitta Fort

St. Helen, MI 48656

Washington, MO 63090-5819

1048 Buckingham Drive

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (636) 239-1957

Allentown, PA 18103

Bill H. Landwehr

Cushing, OK 74023-1910
Tel. (918) 225-6907

Tel. (610) 740-0808
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Changes/additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members
LOOK and CHECK
There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the time. If you have
changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your corrections to:

Mike Taptick = mike97th@myeastern.com
and copies CC: Charlie Hornsby: army97thsba.president@verizon.net;
All jokes and junk will be sent to my old e-mail: Charlie.horn2@verizon.net

Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date.

E-mail Additions/Changes
*NEW MEMBERS
** LIFETIME MEMBERS *** CHANGE
* Richard Mansfield

dkmansfield2@aol.com

*James McGean

jhmcgean@comcast.net

* Henry Dalleave

hdalleave@charter.net

*** Pete Alvarado

alva9599@clearwire.net

*** J.A. Dippel

littledip@earthlink.net

*** John Ludwig

airbear@hvc.rr.com

*** David Secor

d.secor@myactv.net

*** Gerald Tylman

jtyl4537@yahoo.com

*** Bobby Morrison

bd-morrison@yahoo.com

* Benjamin Smith

benjaminsmith3@comcast.net

*** Mike Taptick

mike97th@ct.metrocast.net

*** Wayne Davis

betwayne@roadrunner.com

*** Richard Peterson

RPeterson32@cfl.rr.com
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FYI!!!
Address, telephone & e-mail changes &
corrections are printed in each issue.
Please check and make entries in your
rosters.

New or Corrected
Addresses/Phone listings:
Harland E. Carney to read: 74 Wagner Road;
Robert D. Morison to read: Bobby D. Morrison;
Donald J. Schneider:
Winter address: Dec. 1 to May 1; 3615 Cambria Circle,
The Villages, FL 32162; Tel. 352-730-0676
Stephen G. Fenner: 2120 Hively Street, Sarasota, FL
32162; Tel.: 941-924-4583
Archie Everett: 31190 Wild Berry Court, Coarsegold, CA
93614-9697
Walter D. Glears: 239 Darcy Ave. Goose Creek, SC 294456693
Norman Wrigley: 109 Bradshaw Drive, Barstow, CA 323112545
Jimmy Woodard: 328 Paradise Island Drive, Haines, FL
33844-9319
David D. Froijo: 3873 Jasper Drive, Corona, CA 928825730
Charles J. McPartland to read: 240 Tavistock Rd. Cherry
Hill, NJ 08034 (back in Florida in Dec.)
Franz (Mike) Fetter: Read: Te.: 972-790-3839; WOC 5254Richard V. Daly: 3 Red Fox Lane, Flagler Beach, FL
32136
Harley M. Carriger (change first name); add CO B & MOC
48-55; CMD SGT. MAJ. 73-76
David Thornhill: address 613 5th Ave SO, Myrtle Beach,
SC 29577 from 10/16/06 to 03/30/07
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97TH Signal Battalion SUPPLY DEPOT
ITEMS

COST PER ITEM

QUANTITY

Battalion Crest sm.

$3.75 each; 2 for $7.00

7th Army Decals

3 for $2.00

Signal Corps flag pins

$2.75 each; 2 for $5.00

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys”

$5.00

White 97th CAP

$9.00

Tan CAP –embroidered
extra options—unit/year/state

$15.00/ $10.00 additional

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel

$20.00

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey

$22.00

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve

$35.00

Golf/Polo shirt ,black/orange/steel

$26.00

Sweat shirt zipper/hooded, grey

$42.00

size

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey

$36.00

size

“Böblingen” Tote bags (new)

$8.00

Cook books (hardcover –1994)

$5.00

TOTAL

Size/color
Size/color
Size
Size/color

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation

SUBTOTAL

Mail to: Supply Sergeant

George Case
2110 14th Ave. N #205
Clear Lake, IA 50428
Tel.: 641-357-7569

Check
next
97th We Page & the
b
Pictures pages for
of Prod
ucts

S&H
on all orders

$6.00

TOTAL

Note: Many items fit in regular envelopes, unless ordering several or heavy items.
Please cut off lower part and save for your records!
ITEMS ORDERED

COST

1
2
3
4
5
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Regular T-shirt grey/steel/orange $20.00
Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00

Sweat shirt full zip/hooded grey $42.00

Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue
long/short sleeved $35.00

CAPS
White Cap $9.00
Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/
Options $10.00

Fleece Vest
sleeveless, dk. grey $42.00

Blue Circle ”C” Cowboys $5.00

ndise
ercha
M
W
E
N
is in

Discontin
ued Items
on sale at
reunions

SUPPLY DEPOT

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00

License Plates $ 7.50 each plus postage
Signal Corps Flag Pins $2.75

Böblingen Tote Bag $8.00

Your Story
Name:
Please write as much as you like. It is always interesting to hear how other fellow soldiers fared during
their service .
Why did you join, and how old were you?

What was your occupation at the time?

Where did you was your basic training, and other additional training?

What and where was/where your assignments?

Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?

What was your experience in Europe/and other parts of the world?

When, where and how long?

Cont’d next page

Where were you at the end of WWII ? - if you are of that generation

When did you come home, and what did you do after you returned home?

Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your future?

Any additional information is welcome.
We also would like pictures in uniform and a recent photograph (original prints if possible—for better reproduction; we will scan them and return them to you immediately).
Thank you.

Tried and True

