
                       A New Year is Upon us… 
...and we hope, you all had a very good Holiday 
Season. 

Sadly, we also lost some members during that 
time. 

Some changes were made within the Association 
this past year which will enhance the administration 
of  the various tasks. 

Jimmy Dykes has been working hard keeping the 
roster and finances up to date. Be sure to send all 
information: new members, address changes, ill 
members, members who passed away, to him di-
rectly. Otherwise, it becomes very confusing for 
him and the editors.  See page 2 

A letter by David Harris about the Jim Austin Award 
is on page 11. It makes members, especially newer 
ones, aware of this Award and the requirements for 
awarding it.                                                                                  

In the spirit of benefiting the Association, we also 
would like to point out Gene Darmstedter’s letter on 
page 11 about volunteerism. 

As the co-editor, I would like to appeal to our 97th 
Ladies to give a helping hand or two, i.e. being the 
“Welcome Committee” for new member spouses, 
reunion registrations, “Keep-in-touch” with ailing 
members, etc.  

We have had some complaints about not being 
aware of some information in the Newsletter; either 
being omitted or misleading. 

Charlie Hornsby and Dave Harris are hosting 
the National Reunion this year in Virginia 
Beach May 4—May 10. 

Hope to see you all in Virginia Beach!                                         

   Walt & Melitta 

 

The Communicator 

  Issued to members of the 97th 
Signal Battalion Association as an 
informational guide to activities of the 
Association, and to further the com-
radeship between active members; 
not only for now but also in the future. 

Active members receive this publica-
tion with membership. Inactive mem-
bers may obtain copies by sending 
$2.50 per copy to the Secretary. 

Any news items, etc. to be published 
in The Communicator should be 
sent to the editors before the cut-off 
dates listed below: 

Feb. 1, June 1, Oct 1.       

Communication:             
Secretary/Treasurer.:                                           
James A. Dykes,                                         
3200 Castlewood Circle,                     
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557          
Tel.:(530) 644-4635                           
E-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 

Newsletter Co-editors                       
Walt & Melitta Fort                        
1048 Buckingham Dr.                                   
Allentown, PA 18103-9785                                       
Tel: (610)740-0808                             
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com 

Visit our Website:         
www.triedandtrue.org 

Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &                       
Cyberland guru                                          
PO BOX 1337                                           
Warren, MI 48090                                           
E-mail: Jkilburn@Kilburn.org 

In This Issue:                         

• “SNOWBIRDS”                           
please read p. 4 

•  May 2008 Reunion                         
Registration/Information 

• 97th Sig Bn Association          
Scholarship                                                 
Information & Application 

• Q & A about the Association’s 
legal status 

• THE COMMUNICATOR                        
IS NOW ON-LINE;                              
see p.3 for information/ instruc-
tions                                         

Send us more : 

• Recalling your military service for our 
Your Story column 

• .Anniversaries, etc.  

 

P.S. Members who order items from 
George Case at the Supply Depot, 
may pick them up at the reunion (saves 
postage).                        Order early!!! 

97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                     
Those Who Served 1942 to 1993 

Editors’ Note:      

         We apologize for any errors—
particularly names misspelled,       
e-mails mixed up, etc.; no malice 
intended.                                                                
Please, check your updated e-mail 
lists, rosters and newsletter when 
they are published, and send any 
corrections to the Secretary.  
 

P.S. Please no FORWARDS, 
unless it’s  Newsletter related.  
Our mailbox runneth over.                                        
         Thanks 

                                       

New Newsletter                          
publication dates                                            

The Newsletter will now ap-
pear three (3)  times a year:              
February, June and October.                        

Many members can also 
read/print the newsletter on-
line. Those members without 
computer access will receive 
a copy in the mail.  Note:  

Please note the new ID#  and pass-
word for the COMMUNICATOR 

Please READ             
the newsletter carefully– and let your 

spouses read it, too 
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Looking For a Few Good Men!!! 
Be a Volunteer—Make a Difference!   

We need comrades to step forward and consider volunteering                           
for different tasks.  

Host a reunion! Lend a helping hand—or two—with 
various other tasks.                                                        
The Association depends on the participation of the 
members to keep it a viable organization.                            

Attention 

Please, send any administrative news— items pertaining to mem-
berships, change of addresses (incl. e-mail), illnesses, deaths notices 
only to :                                                                 

Secretary/Treasurer: James A. Dykes                                                                
3200 Castlewood Circle,                                                                                                                
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557                                                                                                  
Tel.: 530-644-4635                                                                                                                
E-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

                                       

$$$ 
The Treasury Balance :   

as of January 01, 2008     $15,244.81                           

The Scholarship Fund       $ 2,019.34                 
The Benevolence Fund     $ 1,500.00          
are included in the Balance 

 

JIM AUSTIN AWARD 

 

 The Jim Austin Award was established in order 
to recognize Association members who have contributed 
their time, effort and enthusiasm toward the well being 
of the Association. By their hard work and dedication the 
Signal Battalion Association continues to progress and 
flourish.  

As this award is the highest the Association may bestow 
on its members, the presentation of this award is not a 
“yearly” award. It is presented to a member who has 
demonstrated an “Outstanding Achievement” for the well 
being of the entire Association.                                                              
Although the Jim Austin Award has usually been pre-
sented to a 97th veteran, in the past, this award has been 
given to Betty Austin, Jim’s widow, and to a “Husband 
and Wife Team”. This was done to recognize the efforts 
of the couple. 

Nominations for this award may be made by any active 
member of the Association. Upon nomination, the Presi-
dent puts forth the nominee’s name to the Board of Di-
rectors for the Board to determine if the nominee’s ef-
forts on behalf of the Association meet the high stan-
dards described for this award. Upon approval, the Jim 
Austin Award is presented to the nominee during the 
banquet celebration at the next National Reunion. 

Dear Tried and Truers’, 

I am feeling much better, and expect to be at 
the next           reunion at Virginia Beach. I am 
sure, Charlie Hornsby and Dave Harris will do a 
good job and put on a very good reunion.  So, 
please plan to attend. Call your buddies and en-
courage them to join us.  

The attendance at our National Reunions has 
been declining, and we should all work to build 
up the attendance back to a higher level. Let’s 
pull together to accomplish this.  

I want to thank everyone for the job they have 
done in the past, especially Gene Darmstedter 
and his crew, with our recruitment of new mem-
bers. They have been getting good results! 

See you in Virginia Beach! 

T & T  

Bob Sentell, President 
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Administrative Notices/News 

President’s Message… The View From Here 

“HISTORIAN AND PUBLIC       
INFORMATION OFFICE” 

Historian &  Public Information  
Director                                                 

Jim O’Kelley     
Contact:                                                
E-mail: jim97sig@sbcglobal.net 

The Communicator 



   Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership Chair-
man. He asks that each of us to reach back in our memory 
bank and come up with some names from those days when we 
were  in Germany. It’s important to find more of our younger 
guys who served from 1965 and later. We have to use any type 
of search available to us. You may send names to Eugene via: 

E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        
Blasdell, NY 14219                                                                               
Tel: (716) 822-2380                                                               

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 
A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

Where in the World…                                               
Finding 97th Army Buddies 

Frank J. & Janet Hanley                                                           
9765 Auburn Rd. Chardon, OH 44024-8644;                               
Tel.: 440-285-9751; C.CO. TDY O’Kelly Barracks 1961-63                       
James  & Doris Anderson                                                   
7553 S. Cr. 900W, Reelsville IN 46171;                         
Tel.: 812-448-1960; Aug. 1958-59                                      
Don & Ruth Picciotto                                                          
P.O. Box #61, Leesburg, GA                                             
Tel.: 229-888-1114; 1957-60; C CO Msg. Cen-Crypto        
Paul S. Szabo                                                                     
7709 Kew Forrest Ln, Forest Hills, NY 11375;                   
Tel.:           1963-65                                                                       
Jef & Lisa Jourdan                                                           
P.O. BOX # 182, Northhome, MN 56661                           
A CO HQ. PLT 1974-75                                                   
Diana & Jerry McGhee                                                       
8422 112th St. SW ; Lakewood WA 98498                               
B & C CO CTCP 1981-84                                                           
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THE COMMUNICATOR IS NOW ONLINE                 
From: Jon Kilburn 

Members, Associates, Families and Friends; 

     As some of you know, I have set up the last two editions of The 
Communicator online, in a secure area of the 97th Signal Battalion 
Association website,  www.triedandtrue.org . 

We have converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be 
easily viewed, printed, and/or saved with Adobe’s Acrobat Reader. 
These two issues and any following issues will have color pictures 
and graphics, where available. There is a link on the page for 
downloading the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if you 
don’t already have it loaded on your computer. 

You may forward this message to all of the Association members, 
Associates and their families.  

The access is Username & Password protected to keep the informa-
tion from getting into the hands of spammers. As added security, 
there is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link below 
and use the Username & Password in lower case, exactly as shown 
below; so either bookmark the page,  or better yet, keep a copy of 
this message for reference: 

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/ 

New ID: comunic8tr                                                                                     
New Password: pswd97th4u 

Jon Kilburn,                                                                                                 
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org                                      
or:  jon@kilburn.org                                                                           

www.triedandtrue.org      

Jon updated the 97th SIG BN. Website. Great Job!!! 

P.S. The feedback from members has been great!   

A great big WELCOME                                                           
We hope to see you at the                        

National and/or Mini-reunions! 

Locator Team 

Anyone interested in becoming a Locator Team member, please contact Gene 
Darmstedter. He will appreciate any help he can get. Haroland (Pat) Patterson       
is the newest Member of the Locator Team. 

                                       

Welcome New Members                                          

Anyone remember these men?                                                                               
At the suggestion of Gene Darmstedter, we have a new column— 
finding comrades in a more informal way.                                       
Names are published below, and members may supply first 
name, MI (sort of hard to do), or city & state they were from. Any 
additional bits of information would be helpful.   Do you know?...                         
Herman Bradley E., TN served in 97th 85-88                                  
Hatcher, Daniel,         ?                     84-86                                    
Haught, Harold           ?                     61-63                                                
Griffie, Jesse L.          WA                 78-81                                             
Hall, Dorothy A.         CA                  82-84 (nee Singleton-Stern?)                  

 



 All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 
 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make 
corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                      
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the 
subsequent newsletter.  

     When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent 
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the 
Active Roster up to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on to 
your last retreat. 

Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;  

e-mail 97th business only: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

Where is my Newsletter?                                    
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

• I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.  
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

• Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”  
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                               
 SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557
   

Membership News & Services 
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NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 

REMARKS: 

                                       



REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP 

PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES 

As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,                                                        
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.                                 

Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable 1 January of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making 
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues. 

 

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

97TH SERVICE:   FROM__________TO_________   COMPANY/PLATOON________________________ 

 

My Dues are enclosed for the years: 

2008_______2009_______2010_______2011_______2012_______ 

 

The Association also offers a LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______ 

Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each. 

LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                  

Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:                                                                             

James Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557  
       

 

Important 
Don’t forget to renew your mem-
bership!  To receive the ROS-
TER and COMMUNICATOR you 
have to be up to date with your 
dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and 
other addresses; it’s vital we get 
the CORRECT information. 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS: 

NEW ADDRESS: 

EFFECTIVE DATE:                                  TEL.#                           E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Cut along dotted line ADDRESS CHANGE 
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Taps 
      These members are ill, 
and would appreciate cards, 
phone calls, etc. We hope, 
many are on the way to recov-
ery, and/or are well again!!!                                         

Jon Kilburn                 Phil Smith                  
Betty Davis                Joyce Bury                                                                                                                                                   
Karl Weaver                W.T. Smith                                                                             
Richard Holliday                         
Jim Callaghan                                
John Robinson                                                
Robert L. Laflam                                  
John and Marjorie Peck                   

 

If a member hears of another ill 
member, please also notify Jimmy 
Dykes to contact  so that he may 
send get well wishes on behalf of 
the Association. 

John J. Wittnebert, March 22, 2007                         
Richard A. Maltone,  Sept. 28, 2007                     
Paul W. Muuss, Oct. 20. 2007                       
Rosario R. Guiliano, Oct. 25, 2007                 

 

 

 
Remembering our                   

Comrades who have 
taken their                                
Last Retreat 

ill members…          ...keep in touch 

                                       

 

Request : 

   We know that the families of the ill 
members are often overwhelmed with 
caring for their spouse or a friend. We 
think the membership would like to 
know how they are doing, and we would 
like to publish an update every now and 
then in the newsletter. 

  Thank you.  

Let’s all get/stay well and                          
keep in touch!!! 

We also would like to remember our members’ spouses: 
Elsa Highsmith, wife of Phil Smith, Nov. 5, 2007                       
Janice Barnhart, wife of Ernest Barnhart, Dec. 5, 2007                     
Mary Carr, wife of William Carr, Dec. 9, 2007 

   Remembering  by James “Nick” May 
  On October 28th last year Richard A. Maltone suddenly 
and unexpectedly passed away.  

My first recollection of Rick dates back to 1966, when we shipped 
into Panzer Kaserne from Fort Gordon. Apart from a stint of guard 
duty together, we had minimum contact before the company 
moved to Mannheim in December of that year. Shortly after this 
move Rick attended radio school at Lengries, and then was fortu-
nate enough to be posted in Virginia Relay, which was a choice 
assignment, involving manning and maintaining, along with six 
other GI’s, a hilltop radio relay site about 30 miles from the near-
est army installation.  

Our meetings over the next six months were few and far between 
until I was fortunate enough to be posted to the same duty for the 
duration of my hitch, which was slightly under a year. The work-
load at Virginia Relay was relatively light, and provided us all 
with plenty of free time to mingle and socialize with the local 
inhabitants; although Rick was by this time busy courting a pretty 
young girl from the local village whose name was Monika. How-
ever, we soon became very good friends and spent the next few 
months, as one would expect of well paid red-blooded young 
men with too much time and money on their hands. 

In April 1968, I was due to rotate back to the States, but I decided 
to take a European discharge and return to my native England for 
a spell. Rick and I shook hands after one last party, deciding we 
would probably never meet again, and that, I thought was that. 

Fast forwarding twenty years. My visit 
to England had turned into a perma-
nent stay. I’m now married to Marga-
ret and we have two young children 
visiting my sister in Los Angeles. Dur-
ing the stay, my sister asked if there 
were any old army buddies I’d like 
her to try and track down. I nominated 
Rick, thinking nothing more would 
become of it.  

However, shortly after returning to England, my sister wrote to 
say that she had contacted Rick, now long married to the same 
Monika, in Northern California.  

 Finally in 1991, along with my family, I was reunited 
with them both at their home, and we spent the next 48 hours 
recounting the last twenty-three years with each other.  

Rick had extended his stay in the Army in order to marry, and 
had then settled in San Jose, starting a career with the telephone 
company; so he was still engaged in sending tone. Monika had 
settled into American life, and had raised two beautiful daugh-
ters, Babette and Natascha. Our next meting was in 1993, when 
Margaret and I drove to Monika’s old home in Germany to help 
them celebrate their Silver Anniversary. We also took time out to 
visit old haunts. 

Apart from them visiting our home in England in 2000, we have 
met six or seven times in Las Vegas, which always seemed a 
good place to sit around and chat. On the last three occasions, we 
have been joined by another grand old friend from Virginia Re-
lay days, John “Deek” Daylitko. 

We were fortunate enough to meet up 
as recently as September, both guys 
full of fun as usual. Even though we 
lived so far apart, Rick will be sorely 
missed. He was an excellent radio 
engineer, a fine soldier and a damned 
good friend. 

In closing, I just would like to mention the fact that both Rick and I 
took great pleasure in belonging to the Association, and I’m sure 
you are aware of the efforts he made in the past to sign up new 
“recruits”. 
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      The Association has estab-
lished a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”. 
This fund is used for any of our mem-
bers who are unable to attend our 
reunions because of financial consid-
erations. 

   Should any of our comrades wish to 
attend the reunions, please contact 
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators: 
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell  (St. Helen, MI). Any 
information regarding this plan is 
treated as “Confidential”, and not 
made available to the general mem-
bership. 

   If any member is aware of another 
member being in need of such assis-
tance, please notify one of the Fund 
Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such service, 
can arrive in the reunion city, we will 
assist with the lodging and banquet. 

 

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th             
         is Alive and Well”. 

 

 

 

National  Reunion                          
Hosts: Dave Harris and Charlie Hornsby  

May 4-10, 2008                                       
in Virginia Beach, VA                                                     

Hotel Surfside Inn & Suites                                      
1211 Atlantic Ave.                                              

Virginia Beach, VA 23451;                                                                              
1-800-437-2497 (Jan Williams)                            

Rates: $69.00 + 13% Tax + $1.00 per 
night room tax                                                                  

Reservations/ Agenda 

See next pages 

Hope to see you all. 

What’s Your Name? 
   Arrangements have been made to procure  permanent name 
tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags have black 
lettering on a yellow background with the 97th Crest on the 
upper left, and crossed signal flags on the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by filling out order form below and sending it to                                       
George Case  -  see Supply Depot page . 

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $10.00 $ Add $1.00 up to 
two tags f. S&H  $ 

  ENCLOSED $  

                                       

  

         We have gained many new 
members in the past few years, 
and the reunions will be growing 
steadily; we need  more helping 
hands.                                                        

Please consider being a HOST 
for a reunion in the years ahead. 

It’s never too early!                                                        

       If two or three members get 
together to hold a reunion, it 
would be so much easier for eve-
ryone. The more the merrier; it’s 
less of a burden just for one host, 
and can be lots of fun, too. 

By helping with some of the tasks—
like serving on the reunion commit-
tee—members will feel more              
involved in the future of the Asso-
ciation! 
See below for informa-
tion/guidelines. 

     Dave Harris and Bob Sentell developed a package of detailed guidelines and forms to be sent to Convention 
Centers/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. for our reunions. This is a very valuable tool for anyone who consid-
ers hosting a National Reunion; it minimizes the stress of dealing with various offices and people.  

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator for reunions) for this material.                                                           

Mark Your Calendars
! 
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FUNCTION SELF SPOUSE GUEST(S  COST TOTAL 

Registration Fee $10.00 per person                        X $10.00 $ 

Banquet/Entertainment $27.00 per person;    
ONE Choice Combination                        

    X $27.00 $ 

All-day NorfolkTour incl. Lunch $49.00 per 
person 

    X $49.00 $ 

       

CP Room Donation  NOTE: Hospitality Room donations will be used to stock the 
CP Room  -  NO Association  fees may be used for bartender’s expenses;                

$  

2008 Membership Fee, if not paid yet; $10.00          $  

Enclosed check for    TOTAL $ 

Register Early! 
 PLEASE return your Form below and Remittance                         

No later than April 4th, 2008                                        

Mail to: Jim Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer                                       
3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726                         
Make Checks payable to: 97th Sig.Bn.Assn. 

ROOM RATE: Single/Double for $69.00 + Tax                                     
           Suite: $ 99.00+Tax                                             

Note: Room reservations by telephone or to be 
made by members individually. Identify yourself as 
a member of the 97th Sig. Bn. Assn.                                                          

Reservations: Contact Jan Williams                  
Cut-off date for rates April 4th, 2008 

97th Signal Battalion Association Twentieth Annual Reunion 

May 4 through May 10, 2007 

SURFSIDE  INN & SUITES                                                                                
1211 Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach VA  23451                                                                

Tel.: 1-800-437-2497 / 757-428-1183                                                                         
E-mail: sales@virginiabeachsurfside.com                                                                       
Website: www.virginiabeachsurfside.com 

Hosts: Dave Harris & Charlie Hornsby 

MEMBER NAME______________________________________ SPOUSE__________________________ 

GUEST(S)_________________________________________________                                     

STREET________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN____________________________________ STATE______ ZIP CODE________                             

TEL.________________________ E-MAIL ________________________________ 

ARRIVE/DEPART:________________________________________________________________  

CUT HERE 
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                                       AIRPORT  SERVICE: 
For Attendees flying into Norfolk International Airport for the reunion,                                                   
Billy Sevier and Charlie Hornsby will be graciously providing Shuttle Service between the airport and the 

Surfside Oceanfront Inn & Suites. The amount will be $4.00 per person; this covers only the cost of gasoline.                        
A round trip is 41,4 miles. 

Charlie Hornsby can be contacted by e-mail: Charlie.horn2@verizon.net or                                                                                   
             by Telephone: 757-464-6881 

Provide following information: 

Date and Time of arrival in Norfolk:  

Airline & Flight Number: 

              Your friendly Shuttle Crew 

BANQUET MENU 
 

Fresh Garden Salad 

5 oz. Mediterranean Style Grilled Chicken Breast and                                                               
5 oz. Fresh Mediterranean Style Broiled Fish                                                                       

-Combined one entrée- 

Grilled Vegetables 

Red Roasted Vegetables 

Cheesecake 

Coffee/Tea  

TOUR PACKAGE Information 

• Norfolk City Tour, Nauticus, Battleship Wisconsin,                                                       
Naval Station, Norfolk Tour.  

• $49.00 per person (Lunch included at one of the clubs on Base) 

• Motor coach transportation, tour guide service, admissions as listed, meals as listed, taxes and meal gratui-
ties. 

• Gratuities for guide and driver are not included, and are at the discretion of the individual. 

• Please provide preliminary tour counts two weeks prior to program, April 24, 2008 

• Final counts and full payment are due one week prior to program, April 30, 2008 

• Our cancellation policy is that no refunds will be issued after the invoice is sent, 30 April, 2008.                   
Please inform all participants who do not show for their tour that they will not be refunded their money. 

• Last minute participants will be accommodated on a space-available basis only, and ticket prices on site will 
be an additional $3.00 per person. 

• All itineraries are subject to change. Every attempt will be made to include all sites mentioned within this 
itinerary. 

• Boarding times will be fifteen minutes prior to listed departure times in front of the Surfside Inn. 

Please read this  information      carefully!!! 
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REUNION AGENDA 
MAY 4—MAY 10, 2008 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

Sunday, May 4th   Early Check-in 

Monday, May 5th   Early Check-in       
     Free time 

Tuesday, May 6th   0900 CP Room opens        
     1200 Registration Desk opens    
     Free Time                        

Wednesday, May 7th   1200 Registration Desk open     
     1200 CP Room opens      
     Free Time                            

Thursday, May 8th   0900 Norfolk Tour w/Lunch     
     1200 CP Room opens        

Friday, May 9th   0830 Board of Directors Meeting    
     1030 General Membership Meeting    
              Men’s Group Picture after Meeting   
     1030 Room set up for Ladies Gathering   
     1200 CP Room opens                                                                   
     1300 New Board of Directors Meeting    
     1600 CP Room closes      
     1800 Cocktail Hour      
     1900 Banquet / Dancing     
     2100 CP Room opens                                                                

Saturday, May 10th   Farewell… until next year  

 

ACHTUNG!!! 
Men’s  Group Photo 

Will be taken after the General Meeting 

Men and Ladies Photos will be taken at their tables when the Banquet begins 

Golf anyone?                                                                       
Make your own Arrangements at the  Red Wing Lake Golf Course                                          
1144 Prosperity, Virginia Beach, VA 23451; Tel.: 757-437-2037                                            

Green’s Fees: $42.00 Weekdays;  Power Carts: $12.00                                                    
Directions from Hotel: Turn left on Atlantic Ave. from parking lot; go to 5th Street,                

turn right, go one block to Pacific Ave., turn left. Go a few miles to Birdneck Rd,                    
make a right turn onto Birdneck Road. Go to Prosperity Rd., turn left onto Prosperity Rd.                               

Course is ½ mile on left side of Prosperity Rd. 
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Agenda 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

8:30 a.m.  Friday,  May 09, 2008 

 

A. Call to Order        Bob Sentell 

B.  Administrative Remarks      Bob Sentell 

C. Reading of Minutes from Last Meeting                                               

D. Old Business 

E. New Business        Bob Sentell 

 1. Election of Two (2) Board of Directors 

 2. Financial Report        James Dykes 

 3. 2008 Reunion Progress Report    Bob Sentell 

F. Other Comments for the Good of the Association   Open 

G. Discussion of Open Topics      Bob Sentell                                   

H.   Meeting is closed       Bob Sentell 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Agenda 
General Membership Meeting 

10:30 a.m. Friday, May 9, 2008  

A. Call to Order        Bob Sentell 

B. Invocation        Andrew Whitton 

C. Pledge of Allegiance       Andrew Whitton 

D. Administrative Remarks      Bob Sentell 

 Dues-Pay after Meeting in CP Room 

            Introduction of New Members 

 Introduction of Members Attending all 19 Reunions 

E. Open Remarks        Bob Sentell 

 Election of Two (2) Board of Directors 

 Election Certifiers Issue Ballots     Bill Sevier &  ? 

F.   Reading of Minutes from Last Meeting 
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G.  Old Business        Bob Sentell 

H. New Business        Bob Sentell 

 1. Financial Report       James Dykes 

 2. Introduction of Candidates for Office    Bob Sentell 

 3. Nomination from the Floor     Open 

 4. Election of Officers 

 5. Counting of Ballots      Vote Certifiers 

 6. New Elected Officers Installed and Seated   Bob Sentell 

 7. Comments by New Officers     New Officers 

 8. 2009 Reunion Progress Report     Bob Sentell 

 9. Membership Committee Report     Eugene Darmstedter 

I. Other Comments for the Good of the Association   Open 

J. Discussion of Open Topics      Open 

K. Motion to Adjourn       Bob Sentell 

 

BALLOT 
 

             

For Board of Directors  ——— Vote for TWO (2) Only 

 

1.  Dexter Gillis                   ______________________________ 

2.  Bill Riggle                        ______________________________ 

Nominee from Floor  ______________________________ 

Nominee from Floor  ______________________________ 

Write-in Nominee   ______________________________ 

Write-in Nominee   ______________________________ 

 

 

Note: Think about running for a position of Director.                                                          

 Please volunteer.      
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 To: Jimmy Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer 
 From: THE COMMUNICATOR 
  In the October issue of the COMMUNICATOR on page 17, you issued a Financial Status Report for the  
period of August 11 thru September 7, 2007. Also on the same page was the 2007 National reunion Financial Report. A few 
readers have requested answers to the following questions: 

 

Q. Has the Association been granted tax exempt status by the Internal Revenue Service?                                                  

A. The Association membership voted not to file for tax exempt status at the National Reunion 1993 (Reno, NV).              
 Tax exempt status is not mandatory. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Q. Is the Association required to have it’s financial records audited by an independent accounting firm? 

A. The Association is required by the state of Arizona Corporation Commission to submit an annual report and           
 certificate of disclosure. Non-profit Corporations must attach a financial statement (Balance sheet) including                
 assets, liabilities and equity.                                                                                                                                  
 The Association is not required to provide an independent accounting firm (CPA) audit report.                            
 The Association is required to maintain complete and accurate financial records and conduct internal reviews              
 annually. 

 

Q. What are the dates of the Association’s fiscal year?                                                                                                            

A. The Association’s fiscal year is from January 1 through December 31. 

 

Q. Are elected officers of thee Association  paid for their services? 

A. This question is addressed  in ARTICLE V OF THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION. 

 No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to it’s members,        
 directors, officers or other private persons.                                                                                                           
 ARTICLE  V also provides for the payment of expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 

 

Q. Is the Association permitted to engage in political activities? 

A. ABSOLUTELY NOT— This question is addressed in ARTICLE V of THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION. 

 No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda or otherwise         
 attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in or intervene in (including the               
 publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. 

 

Q. Upon dissolution of the corporation, what happens to the Association’s assets? 

A. This subject is addressed in ARTICLE VI  of THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION. 

 Upon the dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provisions for the  
 payment of all liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all assets exclusively for the purposes of the corporation in 
 such a manner, or to such organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, religious 
 or scientific purpose as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization under Section 501 (C) (3) of the             
 Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (or corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Laws) 
 as the Board of Directors shall determine. 

 

NOTE: The Treasury is the Association’s asset.     J. Dykes  

 

Walt & Melitta Fort , 

Co-Editors of The COMMUNICATOR        
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Please read this important  information 



          We have had a few contributions in the News-
letter—from some of our members about their military service— 
especially those who have been in Germany during WWII. 

   It is so important to hear about members’ experiences which 
shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of stories that 
would be interesting to the group. 

We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, 
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite 
any comments/suggestions. 

If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the 
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a                     
mail-in form for written responses because some members are 
not able to attend the reunions. 

   On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a 
guideline for members to think about when they are being inter-
viewed (It was formerly called Story Time).                                  

 

Why did you join, and how old were you?                               
What was your occupation at the time?                                      
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional 
training?                                                                                                   
What and where was/were your assignments)?                        
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                              
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of 
the world?                                                                                               
When, where, how long?                                                         
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that 
generation)                                                                                                  
When did you come home?                                                           
What did you do after you returned home?                                    
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your 
future?                                                                                         

   Any additional information is welcome. We also would like 
pictures in uniform and a recent  photograph (original 
prints if possible for better reproduction). 

 

   Your Story... 

                                       

 
André Arceneaux recently contributed to the 
Aldrich Scholarship Fund                                       
and wrote the following: 

      

Just a few remarks about the Aldrich Scholar-
ship Fund; I think he was a Captain.  

     I did not know the man, but since his family 
wanted him to be remembered in a special 
way, we agreed to help with a scholarship 
fund. I think, this is an outstanding program 
and should be continued. It would be fantastic 
if every member could give $50.00 a year. I 
venture to say, each of us spends $50.00 a 
month and doesn’t have any idea where it 
went. He was a member of our 97th family and 
we should honor him as such.  

 

    Maybe, members would like to honor a 
friend or family member with a contribution to 
the Aldrich Scholarship Fund. It will also reach 
out to members’ children and grandchildren for 
a better understanding of what the 97th Signal 
Battalion Association stands for. 

                                   

“I didn’t know”     by Gene Darmstedter 

     

  I didn’t know that our Association needed help.                                  
I didn’t know that I could help out in many ways to make 
“our” Association a stronger organization. I didn’t know that 
I could help finding old comrades or help locate other mem-
bers. I didn’t know that my area of this great nation of ours 
would be an ideal location for a reunion, hosted by me or 
one or two other members. I didn’t know that be paying my 
dues on time, attending reunions, running for office, asking 
the Officers of the association how “I” can help will make 
our Association stronger, larger and more viable. I didn’t 
know that my help was wanted. 

     Let us face it, Comrades, it is only the “I” in our Associa-
tion that will allow us veterans to survive. Think about it, 
this “I” concept can also apply to your AMVETS, VFW, DAV, 
or American Legion Posts. If the “I”s of the Posts, and other 
veterans organizations, don’t volunteer to help out, they will 
all “Just Fade Away” as we were told by General McArthur 
sixty years ago. Let’s stop talking, sitting and wishing things 
to get better. Let’s do something to help things get better. 

     Come on all you “I”s, let’s call our old buddies from Ger-
many, and ask them also to join our Association. The reun-
ions are fun, a great place to meet old & new comrades, 
new places and sights to see, and a great feeling of               
“I” did something!!! 
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 Men’s Bookshelf 
Charles Carney liked this book very much:                                                                                                                      
“Operation Broken Reed”  by  Lt. COL. ARTHUR BOYD (RET.)  

This is a true story about a classified mission behind enemy lines in North Korea in January, 1952. The mission was authorized 
by President Harry S. Truman , who felt he lacked sufficient intelligence on enemy capabilities and intentions to decide whether 
or not to escalate the Korean war. The author, then a twenty-three year old First Lieutenant, Signal Corps assigned to a Signal 
Construction Unit in Kaufbeuren, Germany near the Austrian border, was the Cryptographer on the team of ten, consisting of 
Army Rangers, Navy Frogmen, Air Force Officers and CIA Operatives who, given false identification, posed as the captured 
crew of a B-20 bomber. The team was transported by Chinese Nationalists wearing Communist uniforms across North Korea, 
where undercover allies delivered information about troop strength. Boyd’s job was to encode and transmit the messages which 
were received by a US plane flying above. Fraught with danger, the mission comes apart on its last day when they came under 
fire from Chinese forces wise to the operation. Boyd lost seven comrades, and killed five Chinese soldiers on that last fateful 
day. He and his two companions, all wounded, were picked up by the US Air Force and transported back to South Korea. Boyd 
believes that the two rescued with him did not survive their wounds, but the officer who debriefed him would not reveal any infor-
mation about them. The mission remained classified until 1998. According to the book, Boyd retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in 
1967 after 21 years of service.  

[This book was published in 2007 by Da Capo Press, and available in bookstores(?) and on-line; Charles also wondered, if 
Boyd served in the 97th Signal Battalion as a Signal Corps Officer] 

Mike Koen received an e-mail from Member Jim 
Arey’s widow about a “stellar moment in time” for our 
current service guys and gals on active duty today. 
Place: American Airlines Flt. 2211 Dallas to Portland,  

 9:25 pm, I noticed a young Army enlisted man, 
Roy Esquivel of Salem, Oregon, taking his economy 
seat 19A, wearing US Army camouflage fatigues. Re-
turning home from Iraq, he had boarded Flt. 2211 in 
Dallas bound for Portland, Oregon at 8:55pm. While 
waiting to depart, a First Class passenger in seat 
3B___?___ asked flight crew to use the PA system to 
request any Marine on board to push his call button and identify 
himself.  

   We notice the young soldier, and several of us expressed interest 
in why a Marine was being singled out. We assumed a free drink 
would be offered. Passengers started conversing and learned the 
young soldier was an Army enlisted man returning home after hav-
ing completed. We all expressed our thanks to him for his service. 
The passengers in rows 19/20 asked him to push his call button, 
even he wasn’t a Marine. At everyone’s urging, he did, although he 
kept saying, “but I am not a Marine.” “Never mind, we’ll vouch for 
you”, we told him. “Just push the button”, we insisted. If they don’t, 
we will buy you a drink; you look like a Marine to us. The young man 
said he didn’t drink. 

   Moments later, a flight attendant responded to the call button, and 
the young soldier explained he was US Army, not a Marine. She 
went back up the aisle to First Class. Well, we all wondered, what’s 
next? 

   A few minutes later, a flight attendant appeared with a handsome 
slim gentleman (maybe early 60’s) close behind her. The First Class 
passenger had sparkling eyes, an exuberant smile and a distinctive 
grey crew cut. The flight attendant pointed out the young soldier. 
The gentleman leaned over, introduced himself and presented the 
young man with his First class boarding pass, seat 3B. He said 
“come on soldier, get up here, tonight you’re going first class. I am 
giving you my seat”. Whereupon the passengers all broke out in wild 
applause. There was resounding cheer and laughter, and all of us 
welcomed the man who gave up his seat to the young soldier. 

   I was sitting in the opposite emergency 
row, one row behind the man who had given 
up his seat for the four and a half hour flight 
to Portland. I asked , if the man who gave 
away his First Class seat was a former Ma-
rine, and the man behind on the aisle said “if 
you are Marine, you are never a former Ma-
rine. You are ALWAYS a Marine”. 

   And that’s for sure! I saw Americans at 
their BEST tonight aboard flight 2211 on 
American Airlines. It’s a story that needs to 

be told.  

   It’s clear, there are a lot of us who are deeply 
grateful to the young men and women who are 
serving their country, and putting their lives on the 
line for us every day. It seems important to let 
them know how much it means to us that they are 
out there fighting to preserve our freedoms. 

   In spite of anti-war sentiments in our country,     
I think, most of us understand these dedicated 
young men and women who serve proudly and 
without question. They do the job asked of them. 
They go, where they are sent. They serve. Some 
return with horrendous injuries from which they 
will never recover. Some never come home at all; 
they make the ultimate sacrifice. 

   It was incredibly heartwarming to witness the 
gratitude, the support and the love I saw tonight 
on American Airlines Flight 2211. 

And that’s just one reason, I’m proud to be an 
American. There is no better place to be, no bet-
ter country in which to live.  

Let freedom ring! 

 

Elizabeth Ann Arey                                                         
Vinalhaven , Maine 

Jim Arey 
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97th Signal Battalion Association Aldrich Scholarships 
 

1. $1,000 in Scholarship Award will be made available for the year 2009.The following year’s 
award will be made as contributions become available.                                                                            

2. Applications are due by January 15 of each year. The next award will be for the year 2009. 

3. Applications will be sent to James Dykes, who will remove all identifying information and then 
forward them to the Scholarship Committee Members, who will then make the final decision. 

 

 REQUIREMENTS:  

 a.  A child, grandchild or great-grandchild (natural or step) of an active dues-paying  
 member of the 97th Signal Battalion Association. 

 b. A high school student who is entering an academic, technical or vocational school of   
     higher learning. 

 c. Awards will not be based on need. 

 d. Any applicant, or anyone else on their behalf, who directly contacts members of the     
     Awards Committee will not be considered for an award. 

 e. Awards will be announced at the National Annual Reunion. 

 

 

         Application Form next page 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO  

THE 97TH SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION ALDRICH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

Contributor’s Name: 

Amount: $ 

Make checks payable to:  

97th Sig Bn Assn 

In MEMO box of check write: SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

Send to: James Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                          
3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557 

           Thank you 

Cut out form below and send with check 
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STUDENT APPLICATION FOR 2009 SCHOLARSHIP 
Student’s Name:__________________________________________________ 
Address:________________________________________________________ 
Town:_______________________________ State:___  Zip Code: __________              
Tel.#___________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 
 
Please state on below form why you would like this Scholarship to be awarded to you.                               
Send application NO LATER than JANUARY 15, 2009 to:                                                           

Mr. James Dykes,                                                                                                                        
3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557                                                                          
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       Book Nook                
 

Ladies,   

The editor’s suggestion:                                                                        

If I Live to be 100                                   
Lessons from the Centenarians           
by Neenah Ellis 
A book about living a very long life, that gives           
inspiration to the young and middle aged as well.  

What are you reading? Please, share with the 
rest of us. 

 

     According to comments heard at San Diego National Reunion, it became apparent that many ladies 
are not really too keen on being the Red Hat Ladies because they rather not dress up in red and purple. 
Thus, we should not call ourselves the 97th Red Hat Ladies. Also, it seemed that some ladies had the 
impression that only those with red hats were to join the group for the lunch. Far from it, of course—we 
do not want to be elitist nor cliquish. Some ladies would like we should call ourselves the (97th) 
“Sisterhood” perhaps. The editor would like to have suggestions from everyone; that would make it 
more democratic. 

   We could plan a 97th Ladies day at the reunions with volunteers who live in the area, and can work 
with the Reunion host to plan and host an “Adventure”.  

   But it can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead of 
time, so it can be published in the Communicator.                                                                               
Having something in common like this creates a bond of friendship. It also would be a nice way to             
welcome “new member“ spouses to the Association.  

PLEASE NOTE:                                                                
At the reunions, there will always be a room set aside with refreshments for the ladies to gather 

while the Fellows are in their meetings. 

 

“Grow old with me, the  best is yet to be.”                      

Robert Browning 
      Many members are reaching—or have 
reached—the 25 or 50+ landmark, or are 
newlyweds; we would like to acknowledge 
that  important  milestone.                                    
Please let us know who is “eligible”. P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of 

the couple would be great! We will 
return them if they are originals. 

  97th Ladies  

                                       

The 97th Ladies  lunches at the reunions are really a great 
time to gather to just to have a lovely time.  

Anyone willing to organize the next one in                                         
Virginia Beach 2008? 

Ladies,  Please consider doing some volunteering. It will be gratify-ing for everyone.                      
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Roland Martin’s PC  Corner 
 

Tried and Truers, 

As many of you remember, I have been forwarding 
tips and answering questions regarding computers  
via e-mail since August 1998. (We’ve had as many as 
168 members on my lists at our peak). Plus, we’ve 
had the PC Corner Column in the Communicator 
since December 2001.                                               
Well, the time seems to have come when I must give 
up the practice. Nothing is forever, and this seems like 
an appropriate time to continue with my more leisurely 
pursuits. It just seems to me that more and more of 
you are becoming “computer experts”, and no longer 
have a real need for any more “extra” advice.  

Believe me, I have truly enjoyed this “career”, and I 
cease with sweet regrets. For most, the “tip e-mails” 
have been the only channel of communication be-
tween us. For other, we had the reunions (which I sin-
cerely hope to continue to attend), and the Thursday 
night chats (which I certainly wish more of you would 
participate in), plus many, many personal telephone 
conversations we’ve had along the way; hopefully 
these will not stop. 

 

Thank you, Roland for the great work you did for 
all members. 

Telephone numbers and websites you need to know: 

1. For information relating to TFL:                                              
Telephone: 1-866-773-0404 (TDD: 1-866-773-
0405)                                                                          
Web site: www.tricare4u.com                                                
This information also appears on the Explanation 
of Benefits form sent by Tricare. 

2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Manage-
ment Facility (TMA) for any questions concerning 
military health care: Web site: 
www.tricare.osd.mil 

3. For prescription drug questions:                                      
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779                                   
(TDD: 1-877-540-6261)                                                          
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare                           
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903, 
Phoenix, AZ 85082-0903 

More detailed information has been published in ear-
lier editions of the Communicator.                                               
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at 
either the web sites, from their old Communicator 
copies, or even from me. 

                                       

I’d like to leave you with the following tips to help with your computer problems: 
 1. Write me an e-mail or telephone me.                        

 2. Join a User Group.                                                   

 3. Subscribe to a computer oriented magazine (I believe, I am not allowed to mention in a newsletter like this, 
the name of the one to which I subscribe. But, if the editor/board determine it is alright to mention it—they all 
know which it is.                                              

4. Use Google or some other search engine for a lot of help.                                                                                         
5. Use the HELP function on your computer for even more assistance.                                                                        
6. Defrag and clean disk(s) regularly.                                                                                                                                             
7. Keep you anti-virus and anti-spyware programs up to date—and use them.                                                                            
8. Keep your fire wall turned on. 

 

Farewell! And please keep I touch. T&T Roland 

 

P.S.: I would be remiss if there was not a note added here in deep appreciation for all the work many of did 
during our campaign to get the Tricare for Life Medicare Supplement enacted.                                                  
That was truly a great accomplishment. 

Thank you all very much.  
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OFFICERS,  SECRETARY/TREASURER  and  DIRECTORS 
As of June 1, 2007                                                                                                                           

 
President                                                                                                                                                

Robert A. Sentell (2007-2009)                                                                                                   
9562 W. Pleasant Street                                                                                                                      

St. Helen, MI 48656-9759                                                                                                              
Tel. (989)389-3149  

 

Vice-President (2007-2009)                                                                                                                       
Meir I. Horvitz                                                                                                                                              

4954 Pigeon Plum Circle                                                                                                                 
Melbourne, FL 32940                                                                                                            
Tel.: (321)426-4935               

Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                                           
James A. Dykes                                                                                                                           

3200 Castlewood Circle                                                                                                            
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557                                                                                                  

Tel.: (530)644-4635 

 

Past Presidents 
Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr. 

Andrew Whitton (2007-2010) 
70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053-2943 
Tel. (856) 983-7587 

 
William J. Riggle (2006-2008) 

4064 Pipeline Road 
Blaine, WA 98230-9745 

Tel. (360) 392-8991 
 

William P. Pinchback (2007-2009) 
7906 Desen Drive 

Lanham, MD 20706-3550 
Tel. (301)552-3596 

 

Johnnie M.  Albritton (2007-2009) 
2404 Bradford Drive 6D  

  Wilson, NC 27896-1786 
    Tel.: (252) 243-6584 

 
Harvey L. Spencer (2007-2010)) 

1875 Crestmont Drive 
Redding. CA 96002-0114 

Tel. (530) 221-7949 
 

Dexter C. Gillis (2006-2008)                                                                      
6 Cottage Street 

Marblehead, MA 01945-3028 
Tel. (781)632-5942 

 

Chaplains 

Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (609) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 861-4918 

 
Sales & Promotions 

Supply Sergeant                                    
George A. Case 

102 S. 18th Street 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel. 641-357-7569 
 

Recorder 
Bill H. Landwehr   
7585 Highway K 

Washington, MO 63090-5819 
Tel. (636) 239-1957 

 

 
Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

                                                              
Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 
Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 
Benevolence 

 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 
4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 
Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 
Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 
Historian & Public Information  

               
Director 

 
Jim O’Kelley 

611 E Scissortail Lane 
    Cushing, OK 74023-1910 

Tel. (918) 225-6907 

 

 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 
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        Address, telephone & e-mail changes & correc-
tions are printed in each issue. 

Please check and make entries in your rosters. 

Meir Horvitz, 4954 Pigeon Plum Circle,             
Melbourne, FL 32940; Tel.: 321-426-4935                           
Don Mattingly, 10535 Dowdwen Rd.,                  
Wadesville, IN 47638; Tel.: 812-985-0595                            
Ernest Barnhart, 3108 W. Truman Blvd,                   
Apt. #201, Jefferson City, MO 65109;                                   
Zenith J. Cote, P.O.BOX #316, Orono, ME 
04473-0316                                                            
David A. Prior, 4460 Greenwich Court Apt. # B7, 
St. Louis, MO 63108-2551                                                    
Walter Daylitko, 14019 State Route #170, Cal-
cutta, OH 43920; Tel.: 412-580-3899 - April 15—
Dec. 7       AND...             3281 Countryside View 
Drive, St. Cloud FL 34772; Tel.: 412-580-3899  - 
Dec.11—April 15                                                               
Henry S. Lewis, 303 Minor Ridge RD. Charlottes-
ville, VA 22901-1632                                                             
Louis Felder, 10877 Park Road 37 BOX # 61, 
Lake Hills, TX 98063-7088                                                    
Don Schneider, 3615 Cambria Circle, The Vil-
lages, FL 32162, Tel.: 352-430-0676Nov. 24—
May 3. 
 
 
 

 

   

 

There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the time. If you 
have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your corrections to Secre-
tary :  

James Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557; e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 

Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date. 

Changes/additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members 
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E-mail Additions/Changes  

* Frank Hanley hanleyf@adelphia.net 

* Diana McGhee dianamcghee@hotmail.com 

*** Meir Horvitz mihorvitz@cfl.rr.com 

*** Don Mattingly mattingly11@netzero.net 

*** Roland Martin r2j7mart@konology.net 

***Ray Diederichsen coach_ray@att.net 

*** Nicholas Balli nballi2005@cox.net 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*NEW MEMBERS                                                                             
** LIFETIME MEMBERS   *** CHANGE                    

                                       



ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

7th Army Shoulder Patches $2.75 each;  2 for $5.00   

Signal Corps flag pins (Officer Brass)          NEW $5.00 each   

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys $5.00   

White 97th CAP $9.00   

Tan CAP –embroidered                                                                   $15.00/ $10.00 additional 
  

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel $20.00  Size/color  

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey $22.00 Size/color  

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve $35.00 Size  

Golf/Polo shirt ,black/orange/steel $26.00 Size/color  

Sweat shirt zipper/hooded, grey $42.00 size  

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey $36.00  size  

“Böblingen” Tote bags (new) $8.00   

License Plate Frame $7.50    

Name Tags (see pg. 7 for order form) $10.00 each   

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  
              

 

 

 

. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   
on all orders 

               $7.00 

TOTAL  

George Case                                                                          
102 S. 18th Street,  Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       

Check next Page & the 
97th Web pages for     
Pictures of Products 
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97TH Signal Battalion  SUPPLY DEPOT 

Items Ordered Cost Name Tel./e-mail  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

Note: Many items fit in 
regular envelopes, 
unless ordering several 
or heavy items. Cut out order form below  - also copy for own records 



                                       

SUPPLY DEPOT  

Böblingen Tote Bag  $8.00  

7th Army Decals  3 for $2.00 

Signal Corps Flag Pins $2.75 

CAPS 

White Cap $9.00 

Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/                           
Options $10.00 

Blue Circle ”C” Cowboys $5.00 

Fleece Vest                        
sleeveless,  dk. grey   $42.00 

NEW Merchandise             
 

is in 

Sweat shirt full zip/hooded grey $42.00 

Regular T-shirt grey/steel/orange  $20.00 

Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00 Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00 

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue 
long/short sleeved  $35.00 

Discontinued Items                     on sale at reunions 

License Plates $ 7.50 each plus postage 
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Tried and True 

Sharing the  

Comradeship of  Friends 


