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President’s Message…
Tried and Truers,

Issued to members of the 97th Signal
Battalion Association as an informational
guide to activities of the Association, and
to further the comradeship between
active members; not only for now but
also in the future.

I hope everyone had a pleasant summer.
As we head into fall, I am mindful of the hard work by the Board of Directors and
the Officers put into the promotion and betterment our the 97th Signal Battalion.
We are, however, far from having reached a plateau where we can afford to sit
back. As in every organization I ever had the pleasure to be involved with, there
are only a few who want to get involved do any of the work that needs to be
done. What our Association needs is for all members to get involved.

Active members receive this publication
with membership. Inactive members may
obtain copies by sending $2.50 per copy
to the Secretary.
Any news items, etc. to be published in
The Communicator should be sent to
the editors before the cut-off dates listed
below:

Feb. 1, June 1, Oct 1.

Communication:
Secretary/Treasurer.:
James A. Dykes,
1167 Oak Knoll Court,
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.: (916) 984-4634
E-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net
Newsletter Co-editors
Walt & Melitta Fort
1048 Buckingham Dr.
Allentown, PA 18103-9785
Tel: (610)740-0808
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com

We need people who are knowledgeable and willing to work for the advancement of our proud
97th Signal Battalion Association. At our last few National Reunions, I have noted that there are
very few younger members who attended. We need these younger members to become more
active in the Association so that it will continue to exist. Let your voices be heard. Come to the
reunions; the next one will be in Branson, MO in May 2010. See what we are all about, and also
enjoy the wonderful camaraderie.
Hopefully, some will want to get involved. It’s a good feeling to be helpful. Remember, the old
guard won’t be around forever.
At this time, I wish to extend my heartfelt condolences to the families of the members who have
passed.
As noted in TAPS, Harvey Spencer passed recently. His Director position will be filled by George
Case, who graciously accepted the appointment to serve. Also, Board member Dexter Gillis passed
in September, and his position has been filled by Stephen Fenner.

Visit our Website:
www.triedandtrue.org

T&T

Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &
Cyberland guru
PO BOX 1337
Warren, MI 48090
E-mail: Jon@kilburn.org

Meir Horvitz

Newsletter
publication dates
The Newsletter will appear three
(3) times a year:
February, June and October.
Many members can also
read/print the newsletter on-line.
Those members without computer
access will receive a copy in the
mail.
Note: Please note the
new ID# and password for
the COMMUNICATOR online:
page 2

Please READ
the newsletter carefully– and let your spouses
read it, too.
We have had some complaints about not being aware
of some information in the Newsletter;
either being omitted or misleading.
We apologize for any errors—particularly names misspelled, e-mails mixed up, etc.; no malice intended.
Please, check your updated e-mail lists, rosters and
newsletter when they are published, and send
all information: new members, address changes, ill
members, members who passed away, to the
Secretary, Jimmy Dykes directly.
P.S. We welcome Readers Mail; However, please
no FORWARDS, unless they’re Newsletter related.
Our mailbox runneth over.
Thanks; The Editors

In This Issue:
•

SNOWBIRDS”
please read p. 4

•

THE COMMUNICATOR
IS NOW ON-LINE;
see p.2 for information/ instructions

•

National Reunion
Branson, MO
May 2-7, 2010
Information p. 7

Send us more :

•

Recalling your military service for
our Your Story column

•

.Anniversaries, etc.

Administrative Notices/News

The Communicator is now ONLINE
From: Jon Kilburn
As some of you know, I have set up all editions of
The Communicator online since 2005 in a secure area of the 97th
Signal Battalion Association website
www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/

Attention
Please, send any
administrative news
items pertaining to memberships, change of addresses (incl. e-mail), illnesses, deaths
notices...
only to :
Secretary/Treasurer: James Dykes
1167 Oak Knoll Court,
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.: 916-984-4634
E-mail:
97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

We have converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be
easily viewed, printed and/or saved with Adobe’s Acrobat Reader.
These issues and any following issues will have color pictures and
graphics, where available. There is a link on the page for downloading
the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if you don’t already
have it loaded on your computer.
You may forward this message to all Association members, Associates and their families.
The access is Username & Password protected to keep the information from getting into the hands of spammers. As added security,
there is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link below
and use the Username& Password in lower case, exactly as shown
below; so either bookmark the page, or better yet, keep a copy of the
message for reference:
http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/
New ID: comunic8tr
New Password:pswd7th4u
Jon Kilburn,
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org
or: jon@kilburn.org

Please No Jokes and other Spam!!!

97TH SIG BN ASSN 2009
NATIONAL REUNION
FINANCIAL REPORT
JULY 29, 2009
CONTRIBUTIONS
$00,943.00
$01,596.00
$00,530.00
$01,680.00
$04,749.00

Hospitality Room
Banquet
Registration fees
Tours
Total Contributions

EXPENSES
$00,734.90 Hospitality Room (CP)
$00,200.00 Bartender
$00,934.90 Total Hospitality Room

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES

97TH SIG BN ASSN
FINANCIAL REPORT

$00,085.36
$00,126.83
$00,050.00

Coffee & Assorted
Baked Goods (Ladies)
Memorabilia
Out of Pocket
Expenses Jerry Buza

JANUARY 1, 2009
THROUGH JULY 10, 2009
BALANCE 01/01/09

$13,724.85

$00,184.56
$00,446.75

Liability Insurance
Total Expenses

TOTAL CREDITS

$06,794.50

TOTAL

$20,519.35

$04,749.00
$04,798.99
$00,049.99

Total Contributions
Total Expenses
Deficit

TOTAL DEBITS

$07,480.23

BALANCE 07/10/09

$13,039.12

$01,548.34 Banquet
$00,350.00 Entertainment (DJ)
$01,898.34 Total Banquet

THE BENVOLENCE FUND (1,650.00)
IS INCLUDED IN THE BALANCE

$01,519.00 Total Sightseeing Tour

J. DYKES
SEC/TREASURER
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New Members
Richard & Kathy Cay
10599 Sparling Rd. , Riley MI 48041
Tel.: 810-384-6236;cell: 810-841-0138
HQ PHOTO PLT 57-60

A great b
ig
We hope WELCOME
to see yo
at the ne
xt Reunio u
n.

Larry F. & Betsy Beil
2218 Deerpark Drive, Fullerton, CA 92831-1515
Tel.: 714-267-2673
B CO FLD RADIO RPR 59-61

Looking For a Few Good Men!!!
Be a Volunteer—Make a Difference!

Burton N. & Florence Grossman
5 Manakiki CT. , Etowah, NC 28729-9700
Tel.: 828-891-8420
C CO 45-47 RADIO REPAIR

Lifetime Member

We need comrades to step forward and consider
volunteering for different tasks.
Host a reunion! Lend a helping hand—or two
and various other tasks.
The Association depends on the participation of the
members to keep it a viable organization.

Larry Beil

Where in the World…
Finding 97th Army Buddies
Locator Team
Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership
Chairman. He asks that each of us to reach back in our
memory bank and come up with some names from those
days when we were in Germany. It’s important to find more
of our younger guys who served from 1965 and later. We
have to use any type of search available to us. You may
send names to Eugene via:
E-mail: marygene@roadrunner.com
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter
4 Sunrise Drive
Blasdell, NY 14219
Tel: (716) 822-2380

Anyone interested in becoming a Locator
Team member, please contact Gene Darmstedter.
He will appreciate any help he can get.
Haroland (Pat) Patterson is the newest Member of
the Locator Team.
Mick Schroeder is another unsung hero who has tirelessly helped Gene compiling rosters.

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible.
A last known address, city or state will help. No nicknames, please.
LAST NAME, MI.
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FIRST NAME

ADDRESS

DOB

ASN
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Membership News & Services
All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER:
New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make
corrections/changes in your member roster.
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter.
Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the
subsequent newsletter.
When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the
Active Roster up to date at all times.
Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on to
your last retreat.
Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;
e-mail 97th business only: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

Where is my Newsletter?
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.
Reasons:

•

I did not pay my dues!

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!! Dues to be paid January of each year.
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter.

•

Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP,
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address.
Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.
Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT
TO YOUR NEW ADDRESS—even if you notify them of the change.
We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!

Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:
SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630; Tel.: 916-984-4634

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADRESS

STREET
CITY
STATE/ZIP
DATE: FROM

TO

REMARKS:
CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY!

Issue 3, October 2009
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REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP
PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES
As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable 1 January of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues.

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
97TH SERVICE: FROM__________TO_________ COMPANY/PLATOON________________________

My Dues are enclosed for the years:
2010_______2011_______2012_______2013_______2014_______

The Association also offers a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______
Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each.
LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____

Important
Don’t forget to

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association
Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:
James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630

ADDRESS CHANGE

renew your membership!
To receive the ROSTER and
COMMUNICATOR you have to be
up to date with your dues.
Also, please check e-mail and other
addresses; it’s vital we get the
CORRECT information.

Cut along dotted line

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS:
NEW ADDRESS:
EFFECTIVE DATE:

TEL.#

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

OTHER INFORMATION:
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ill members…

...keep in touch

These members are ill, and
would appreciate cards, phone
calls, etc. We hope, many are on
the way to recovery, and/or are
well again!!!
Patsy & Ray Melendez
Bill Carr
George Tellmann
Mary-Lou Cowles
Bill Pinchback
Larry Lamprecht
Jon Kilburn
Richard Kurlovich

Request :
We know that the families of
the ill members are often overwhelmed with caring for their
spouse or a friend.
We think, the membership would
like to know how they are doing,
and we would like to publish an
update every now and then
in the newsletter.

If a member hears of another ill
member, please notify Jimmy
Dykes to contact Andy Whitton,
so that he may send get well
wishes on behalf of the Association.

Let’s all get/stay well and
keep in touch!!!

Taps
Thomas J. Moore; 1997
Joseph J. Rein; Jr.; June 6, 2008
Eldon Moritz, Jan. 2009
Harold W. Fothergill; May 9, 2009
Hyx Thomas; July 8, 2009
John Truffa; late July 2009
Edward G. Dewitt; Date?
Raymond H. Lyell; August 14, 2009
Harvey L. Spencer; August 22, 2009
Dexter C. Gillis ; September 2009
Edward Guy Dewitt; no other info.
Ray Diederichsen; Oct. 10, 2009
Remembering our
Comrades who
have taken their
Last Retreat

We also would like to remember our
members’ spouses who passed away ;
Please notify J. Dykes.
Betty Davis; June 12, 2009; wife of
Wayne Davis

Remembering Harvey “Bud” Spencer
On August 22, 2009, the 97th Signal Battalion
Association lost one its most active members, Harvey “Bud”
Spencer who passed away in Redding, California.
He retired with the rank of Command Sgt. Major from the
Army with 22 years of service. He served in the Army of Occupation Germany in 1946, later in the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
Harvey was always a voice to be heard at the Association
reunions and was very active serving as President, most recently on the Board of Directors. He contributed generously
and unobtrusively to the Association in many ways.
He was surely a Tried & True member of the 97th Signal Battalion Association and will be missed by all.

Issue 3, October 2009
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We have gained many new
members in the past few years,
and the reunions will be growing
steadily; we need more helping
hands.
Please consider being a HOST
for a reunion in the years ahead.
It’s never too early!

d
ur Calen
Mark Yo

ars!

The Next National Reunion
will be in Branson, MO
May 2—7, 2010

If two or three members get together to hold a reunion, it would
be so much easier for everyone.
The more the merrier; it’s less of
a burden just for one host, and
can be lots of fun, too.

More information in the
February Newsletter.

By helping with some of the tasks—
like serving on the reunion committee—members will feel more
involved in the future of the Association!

Anyone interested in hosting
a Reunion for 2011 or 2012?
Please bring your proposals to
the 2010 Reunion.

See below for
information/guidelines.

The Association has established a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”.
This fund is used for any of our members who are unable to attend our
reunions because of financial considerations.
Should any of our comrades wish to
attend the reunions, please contact
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators:
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or
Robert A. Sentell (St. Helen, MI). Any
information regarding this plan is
treated as “Confidential”, and not
made available to the general membership.
If any member is aware of another
member being in need of such assistance, please notify one of the Fund
Coordinators.
If a member who needs such service,
can arrive in the reunion city, we will
assist with the lodging and banquet.

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th
is Alive and Well”.

Dave Harris and Bob Sentell developed a package of detailed guidelines and forms to be sent to
Convention Centers/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. for our reunions. This is a very valuable tool for anyone
who considers hosting a National/Mini Reunion; it minimizes the stress of dealing with various offices and people.

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator for reunions) for this material.

97thSignal Battalion Association Twenty-first Annual Reunion
May 2 through May 7, 2010
Where: Branson, Missouri
Lodge of the Ozarks
Group Reservation #92288; Contact Person: Nicky
Cut-off Date for Reservations: April 9, 2010
Price per night: $90.00
Banquet: $33.00 inclusive
Price for shows not set for 2010 yet
Reservation Forms and other details in February 2010 Newsletter
Issue 3, October 2009
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Your Story...

We really would like to publish Your

We have had a few contributions in the Newsletter—from some of our members about their military service—
especially those who have been in Germany during WWII.

Story; Please consider it!

If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a
mail-in form for written responses because some members are
not able to attend the reunions.

Why did you join, and how old were you?
What was your occupation at the time?
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional
training?
What and where was/were your assignments)?
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of
the world?
When, where, how long?
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that
generation)
When did you come home?
What did you do after you returned home?
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your
future?

On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a
guideline for members to think about when they are being interviewed (It was formerly called Story Time).

Any additional information is welcome. We also would like
pictures in uniform and a recent photograph (original
prints if possible for better reproduction).

It is so important to hear about members’ experiences which
shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of stories that
would be interesting to the group.
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope,
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite
any comments/suggestions.

Remembering a Lifelong Friendship
by Walter “Deek” Daylitko

On July 14, 2009, James N. May passed away at his home in
Wincanton, England, surrounded by his family. Nick, as we referred to him,
was informed by doctors in 2003 that he was in the advanced stages of lung
cancer, and continued his courageous battle with the cancer until the very
end.
My first meeting with Nick occurred in January 1967 when another great
friend, Rick Maltone, arrived at “B” Company to escort me to Virginia Relay.
During our ride, I asked Rick what Sgt. May was like because I heard this
was a choice assignment, and I had no idea what to expect. I was informed
by Rick that Nick was a great NCO, and I would enjoy the duty. Little did I
realize at this point how our three lives would merge into a lifelong friendship.
Arriving at the radio relay site, I was introduced to Sgt. May, a tall, thin
NCO with a British accent and a broad smile; truly a likeable type of individual. Nick never had to pull rank to accomplish a task; he just naturally commanded respect. Some of the most memorable and fun times were had at
Virginia Relay with Nick, Rick Maltone and the rest of the crew or in the evenings at Fritz’ Gasthaus. I still can see Nick’s VW bug which was painted red,
white and blue with white stars and blue bars on the hood, and Nick calling it
“Captain America”. Or playing fooseball to win imaginary championships at
Fritz’s. In late February 1968, I returned home from the Army, thinking I
would never again make contact with my old friends, but as we all know, life
is full of surprises.
Moving ahead about four decades, I had the opportunity meeting Nick and
his wife Marge in Las Vegas in 2003 along with Rick and Monika Maltone,
Nick’s sister Sue and his neighbors. The reunion with Rick and Nick was as if
we never separated from each other back in the sixties; and I’m still not sure
if the sports book at the Monte Carlo will ever recover from our antics. Nick
and I both liked to watch the horses run , but I think , he was much better
with his picks. I later met Nick, his wife, daughters and grandchild in Orlando
in 006, and it was quite evident that he was a dedicated family man. Our
meeting in Orlando lasted only a few days, since Nick had reservations in
Miami, but we still found time to plan for our next meeting in Las Vegas in
2007—which would turn out to be our final reunion.
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L-R : James Nick May, Rick Maltone, Walt Daylitko
Rick Maltone passed away suddenly in October 2007.
and Nick passed on July 14, 2009. Both were dedicated and proud members of the 97th.
Nick was an amazing individual whom I am proud to
have ever met. The battle with cancer never seemed
to get him down nor did it ever diminish the constant
smile which appeared to shine like a badge of hope.
The positive attitude and zest for life Nick displayed
would be an inspiration for anyone. The quick wit and
hearty laugh at our meetings , were we would discuss
old war stories, are forever memorable along with his
strong devotion to his family. Nick May held up high
the standards of the 97th Signal Battalion, thus earning
the respect of all who knew him.

The Communicator

Believe it or not
BAVARIAN NEWS, April 22, 2009
US ARMY GARRISONS, GRAFENWOEHR,
HOHENFELS, ANSBACH, SCHWEINFURT
AND GARMISCH
Spring cleaning leads to discovery
of 61-year old wallet
By Ronald H. Toland Jr.
The ongoing push for installation beautification resulted
in a glimpse back in time for several directorate of logistics
employees and a possible reunion of a man and his lost
wallet—after 61 years.
While cleaning in the attic of Bldg. 5254 on Barton Barracks, Robert Howard, property book officer , discovered a
wallet. “We went up there and found quite a bit of antique
stuff - stoves, poles, books, manuals, training-aid materials,
mock grenade rocket launchers, flight jackets, expired car
insurances. “It was a time capsule up there,“ he said. “We
were looking for anything – information, paperwork, anything identifying if the goods belonged to anyone unit, so
we could find a home for it.”
And that is when we found the old, dusty wallet. “You tell
it was not new, since wallets do tend to get dog-eared over
time, but I did not think it was this old. It is really amazing to
me that this stuff has been up there this long—
undisturbed,” he said.
Looking through the wallet, Howard found identification
pointing to Jackie Grose as the owner. “I was looking for
more of a unit designator, ”he said. “When I started seeing
the pictures in it, it seemed to me that the wallet had been
up there for quite a while.”
Howard reported the find to Mickey Mumfrey, the director
of logistics, who dug a little deeper into the wallet.
“We found this ripped in half money order, date stamped
Oct 4, 1948, in the amount of $60.,” she said. “that was
probably worth an officer’s month’s pay back then. It’s
quite possible he was sending it to his mom—based on the
names on the money order.”
But it never made it to mom, said Lockhart Simpson, chief
of operations for DOL.
“It is stamped, but he must have lost his wallet or it was
stolen, because the money order was never mailed and the
receipt is still with the money order,” he said.

Jack Grose reunited
with his wallet
after 61 years
Ansbach was quite a lively base of soldiers when the wallet was lost,
Simpson said. “This was 1948and Ansbach was ‘occupation duty’”
he said. “We took over the Kaserne in ‘45, so whatever barracks
space the German army had, the American troops moved in.”
“It is surprising to me that this stayed up there—you’re talking more
than 60 years…,” adding that there were many pictures in the wallet. “It is obvious to me that he kept in touch with people, which
makes it shocking that he did not take the wallet.” Howard added.
Mumfrey thought it would be interesting to try to find the owner of
the wallet, but had doubts on the chances for success. “this ties us to
the past,” she said. “That is what is amazing for me—that it is this
old. It would be fantastic to locate a person in the family to get these
photos and the money order back to them.”
And that is just what Simpson went to work during March 30 by writing to John Peck, a volunteer genealogist for the Grant County Historical Society in Marion, IND., who said he was willing to research
the find.
Peck had his own reservations. :Although I am concerned mainly
with genealogy, I do have access to a lot of databases that might
turn up something interesting,” wrote Peck in response to Simpson’s request.
And it did. On April 7 Peck sent some good news. “I have found Mr.
Jackie Grose,” he wrote.
Peck explained he spoke with Grose’s wife, Sue Ann, and he is living in Marion, but efforts to speak with him have been complicated
due to an illness.
The wife verified her husband was in the Army for nine years and at
one time was in Germany, Peck said. She identified one of the faces
in the photos as one of Grose’s old Army buddies, and said the
payee on the money order was his mother.
At press time, discussions were under way to reunite Grose with the
wallet he lost 61 years ago.

=======================================

Jack Grose’s daughter Katrina Winegardner sent this
incredible story found on the website
www.rlehner.de/milcom/bn/2009/0809.pdf
She also wrote: The crew from Ansbach was asking if Dad
had any old pictures of the base that he could share with
them. We’ve gone trough what he has and didn’t find any.
I was wondering if any member has old pictures they could
forward to me so that I could share them with the wonderful
workers in Ansbach. I know, they would appreciate anything they could receive.
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More Stories...
Remembering a Stranger’s Kindness
By Hilary Smith, Staff Writer—Daily Messenger (Canandaigua,
NY)
Geneva, NY - Young Donald Barton was studying genetics at
the University of California in Berkeley when, during his senior
year, he was called up by the Army Air Forces Reserves to
serve in World War II.
During the war, Barton sustained severe leg fractures, spent
eight months in a prisoner-of-war camp and survived on a
near-starvation diet of rutabagas and black bread. Only
through a chain of small miracles—”serendipities,” Barton calls
them- did he make it home alive.
Some 50 years after his return and long after his wartime
memories ceased to be part of his everyday thoughts, another
chain of serendipitous events reunited Barton with a long-lost
angel of his past, a man whose simple kindness may have
saved Barton from being killed while he was a prisoner-of-war.
Barton’s story—which features in a presentation he gives to
audiences all around the community—begins in 1942, when
he was a 21-year-old aviation cadet called into service by the
Army Reserves.
Barton trained as both a navigator and a bombardier, and by
January 1944 he was a certified B-17 pilot.
He was sent overseas on Feb. 1 and flew 19 missions between march and July, bombing military targets in France and
Germany, including several over Normandy during the D-Day
invasion.
Baron’s luck ran out on July 19, 1944, when on his 20th mission—targeting an aircraft plant near Augsburg, Germany—
his plane was hit by enemy fire.
“We lost two engines and were knocked out of formation,” Barton recalls. “We tried to make it to Switzerland, but the plane
was on fire. We were down to one engine when the bailout
order came.”
Four of the crew never made it out of the plane. Barton and
four others jumped, parachuting directly into enemy territory.
Scattered by the wind, they all became prisoners of war.

Life as a POW
Barton landed on a mountaintop and broke two bones in his
left leg.
German troops found him and put him in a truck, headed for
Innsbruck, Austria. The convoy stopped along the way at an
inn in a small village called Telfs, so that the German soldiers
could take turns getting something to eat and drink. Barton
was left in the truck.
From his perch, Barton noticed that a man had left the inn and
was walking toward him. The man’s name was Joseph Harting; he was the innkeeper, he explained to the soldiers, and he
asked for permission to bring Barton inside to give him something to eat.
The soldiers gave their OK, and Harting led Barton inside. The
men shared a brief conversation in Harting’s kitchen and
shared snacks that Harting’s mother had provided. Harting
said that he was a German soldier home on leave, but that
he—like Barton—wished that the war would end.

“That was the extent of the conversation,” Barton recalls. “I left
him my name, he left me his, and we didn’t see each other
again.”
It was a welcome, though brief, respite from the painful reality
of the war.
Barton returned to the truck, and the soldiers continued on to
Innsbruck, where Barton’s leg was straightened and, the next
morning, set in a cast. He was taken the same day to a German air force hospital in Munich, where he spent six weeks
recuperating.
Barton’s next move, in October 1944, was to a prisoner-of-war
camp in northern Germany , on the Baltic Sea. The camp,
known as Stalag Luft I, was home to more than 7,000 POWs.
Russian forces liberated the camp on May 1,1945—”and they
flew 7,000of us out in two days. They say it was the biggest
POW lift ever, ”Barton recalls. When he left, due to the camp’s
scanty rations, he weighed just 116 pounds.
His next home was Camp Lucky Strike, an American camp for
liberated POWs near Janville, France. After three weeks’ rest,
he was sent home on a hospital ship, arriving in Charleston,
S.C., in June 1945 and then traveling by train to an Army hospital in san Francisco. He was discharged in December 1945
and returned to his wife, Virginia, whom he had wed just a
month before going overseas.
Bart on returned to college and studied genetics.

The Post-war Years
In 1951, Barton moved his family across the country to Geneva, were he accepted a job at the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station. Nine years later, he became the
station’s director, a post he held for more than two decades.
Gradually, Barton’s war experiences—including the unlikely
kindness of one German soldier—were tucked away as dim
memories. Years, then decades passed.
In Austria, several parties had been trying to piece together a
war history of the region. In the early 1990s, Stephen Dietrick,
a student at the University of Innsbruck, had interviewed Harting—the innkeeper who had shared a snack with Barton back
in 1945—and incorporated the story of the men’s meeting into
his doctoral thesis, which was an oral history of the war. A
professor at the university, Thomas Al brick, also incorporated
Harting’s account of that meeting into a book Albrick was writing about the war.
A former British airman Keith Bullock, who had settled in Austria after the war, read Albrick’s book and was intrigued by
Harting’s story. Bullock decided to see if he could track down
the POW whom Harting had taken in so briefly, and put an ad
seeking information about Barton in a U.S POW newsletter.
Barton didn’t subscribe to that newsletter, but another member
of Barton’s crew—then living in Texas—did. The man called
Barton and read him the ad.
“We agreed that it had to be me,” Baron recalls. He immediately wrote to Bullock, who sought out Harting and told the
innkeeper that he had been in contact with Barton, the American POW.
cont’d next page
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...and more Stories

“Five days after I wrote, I got a phone call. ‘Mr. Barton’? he said.
‘This is Joseph Harting. I am the innkeeper,” said Barton.
“It was pretty exciting because I had thought of him often,” said
Barton. In the early 1960s, Barton and his wife had visited Austria and tried to find the village where Harting’s inn was located.
But they had no success—they didn’t really know where to look.
After their first phone call, Barton and Harting exchanged letters
and talked about getting together at some point. But they didn’t
know when that would happen.
An Unlikely Reunion
In May, 1994, Baton got another phone call—this time from Thomas Albrick, the University of Innsbruck professor who had incorporated Barton and Harting’s story into his book. Albrick was
calling to invite Barton and his wife to Telfs, the Austrian village
where Hartings inn was located—for a week’s vacation overlapping the 50th anniversary of Barton and Harting’ first meeting.
The village of Telfs would foot the bill. “Needless to say, I accepted,” said Barton.
The trip took place in July. 1994, 50 years after Barton’s plane
was shot down. During the week, Barton was taken up the
mountain near Telfs where he had landed after jumping from his
plane. On the actual anniversary, July 19, he took four roses up
the mountain to a spot where four of his fellow crew members
had been buried by German soldiers.
Barton and Harting’s reunion—shown on national television—
took place in the same kitchen where they had met some 50
years before.
“The kitchen didn’t look the same—it had been rather dark and
poorly lit 50 years ago, and now it was modern-looking and
bright,” said Barton. “But we pretended it was the same, for the
television crews.”
While the men were talking, Harting pulled two shiny British pennies out of his wallet—souvenirs Barton had given him during
their first meeting.
“It was overwhelming,” he recalls. “I had had memories of that
meeting, very clearly all those 50 years, and a fondness in my
heart for the friendliness that had been expressed by Harting
and his mother. “
At the end of the week, Barton and his wife put on a dinner for
all the people in Telfs who had helped him to reconnect with
Harting.
At that dinner, Stephen Dietrick—the student who had first interviewed Harting, thereby putting into motion the chain of events
that led to the reunion—added one more piece to the puzzle.
Dietrick showed Barton a police report from July 1945, stating
that a German had been arrested in Telfs the same day Barton
was there, for “instigating a crowd to assassinate an airman.”
It turned that while Barton was dining with Harting, the German
soldiers waiting outside were trying to talk the residents of Tels
into killing the American prisoner. Harting’ mother, Barton was
told at the reunion, had diffused the situation by talking to the
soldiers, reminding them that some of their own relatives were
POWs in Allied camps. They should treat Barton justly and
kindly, Mrs. Harting argued, in hopes that their own relatives’
captors would do the same.
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Barton remained in touch with Harting until the innkeeper
died in 2000, and he still corresponds by e-mail with Keith
Bullock and hid wife, Helene.
In 2005, the village of Telfs erected a permanent memorial
on the mountain where Barton crashed on that fateful day
in July 1945, marking the graves of his crewmates.
Barton has yet to see that memorial in person, though he
has seen pictures.
The story of his unlikely reunion with Harting and his return
to Telfs, says Barton, is “a pleasant war story. It’s an afterwar story, so to speak, about the tremendous interaction of
people, and the serendipity of things—how these seemingly unrelated events came together to produce the outcome of mine and Joseph Harting’s getting together
again.”

P.S. Although this soldier was not a member of the 97th
Signal Battalion, it is a story worthy of telling. Something
similar could have happened to one of ours.
The Editor Walt Fort.

We would like to apologize for omitting Loren
Keefer’s name from the Mesa reunion’s attendee list.
However, it was a brief visit, and we did not catch up
with him fast enough. Although, his name did appear in
the group picture.
Loren had an illustrious military career from age 17 .
He served overseas in Africa, Italy, Germany, Japan
and Vietnam; NORAD and the Pentagon. He also earned
many commendations in his career.
He attended the very first reunion in El Paso, Texas, and
we hope, he will be able to attend other reunions
in the future.

During his
Military service
With his wife Gwen
and Bichon

Page 11

97th Ladies
As the co‐editor, I would like to appeal to our 97th Ladies to give a helping hand or two,
i.e. being the “Welcome Committee” for new member spouses, reunion registrations,
“Keep‐in‐touch” with ailing members, etc.
We could plan a 97th Ladies Day at the reunions - with volunteers who live in the area - and can
work with the Reunion host to plan and host an “Adventure”, or a Lunch.
Anyone willing to organize the next one in 2010?
Having something in common like this creates a bond of friendship. It also would be a nice way to
welcome “new member“ spouses to the Association.
But it can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead of
time, so it may be published in the Communicator.

Thank you

This was to have been a happy announcement.
However, at press time of the Newsletter
we received notice of
Ray Diederichsen sudden death on the day before
their Anniversary .
They would have been married 45 years.
Our thoughts are with Karen and her family.

Anniversaries
“Grow old with me,
the best is yet to be.”
Robert Browning

Many members are reaching— or have reached—the 25
or 50+ landmark, or are newlyweds!
We would like to acknowledge
that important milestone.
Please let us know who is
“eligible”.
P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of the couple would
be great! We will return them if
they are originals.

P.S. Our thanks goes to Ray, who worked diligently obtained
the 97th Battalion records from the St. Louis Depository for our
Association.
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Earlier Medical Information researched

Roland Martin’s Computer Tips
The Windows Logo Key
Question: What can one do with seemingly useless Windows Logo
Key that everyone has on his keyboard?
Well, lots of (as the current generation says) “neat stuff”.
For example, hit the Windows Logo Key and then the “U” key—
twice– and you can shut down your computer. Hit the “U” key while
holding down the windows Logo Key, and the Utilities Manager
opens. Here are a few more.
All courtesy of the Smart Computing Q&A Board.
Windows Logo: Start menu
Windows Logo+R: Run dialog box
Windows Logo+M: Minimize all
Shift+Windos Logo+M: Undo minimize all
Windows Logo+F1: Help
Windows Logo+E: Windows Explore
Windows Logo+F: Find files or folders
Windows Logo +D: Minimizes all open windows and displays the desktop
CTRL+Windows Logo+F Find computer
CTRL+Windows+TAB: Moves focus from Start, to the Quick Launch toolbar,
to the system tray (use RIGHT ARROW or LEFT ARROW to move focus to
items on the Quick Launch toolbar and the system tray)
Windows Logo+TAB: Cycle through task bar buttons
Windows Logo+Break: System Properties dialog box
Application key: Displays a shortcut menu for the selected item

Microsoft Natural Keyboard with IntelliType software installed
Windows Logo+L: Log off Windows
Windows Logo+P: Starts Printer manager
Windpws Logo+C: Open Control Panel
Windows Logo+V: Starts Clipboard
Windows Logo+K: Opens keyboard Properties dialog box
Windows Logo+I: Opens Mouse Properties dialog box
Windows Logo+A: Starts Accessibility Options (if installed)
Windows Logo+SPACEBAR: Displays the list of Microsoft IntelliType shortcut
keys
Windows Logo+S: Toggles CAPS LOCK on and off

Telephone numbers and websites you need to
know:
1.

For information relating to TFL: Telephone: 1-866-7730404 (TDD: 1-866-773-0405)
Web site: www.tricare4u.com This information also
appears on the Explanation of Benefits form sent by
Tricare.

2.

2. For information relating to Tricare Management Facility
(TMA) for any questions concerning military health care:
Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil

3.

For prescription drug questions:
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779 DD: 1-877-540-6261)
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903, Phoenix,
AZ 85082-0903

More detailed information has been published in earlier editions
of the Communicator.
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at either the web
sites, from their old Communicator copies, or even from me.
P.S.: I would be remiss if there was not a note added here in
deep appreciation for all the work many of did during our campaign to get the Tricare for Life Medicare Supplement enacted.
That was truly a great accomplishment.
Thank you all very much.
T&T Roland

German Phrase of the Day:
Ach du lieber Himmel, was ist passiert?
Dear heavens, what happened?

T&T
Roland

Well, that walker Gerry Buza got for me in Arizona has been a
lifesaver!!!
That sudden, first time attack of arthritis as I was coming off the
plane took me by surprise. Gerry is a member of the Disabled
American Vets and he went straight home from the airport to pick
up that walker with wheels. Without it, I could not walk any distance.
I cannot describe the difference that walker made. (The guys were
calling me a “road runner”). Through Gerry, I made a donation to
his organization.
I would like to thank everybody at the reunion in Mesa for helping
me and Ersilia navigate, and especially Gerry and his wife Margaret for their hospitality and kindness to all our 97th members.
I have a new hip now, my arthritis is gone, and I am a new man.
Ray and Ersilia Brandoli
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OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS

Past Presidents

As of June 1, 2009

Donald K. Adams

President
Meir I. Horvitz (2010-2011)
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534-7957
Tel. (707)207-3273

Gilbert L. MacDonald
John J. Truffa
Paul W. Muuss

Vice-President (2010-2011)
André Arceneaux
306 State St.
Lafayette, LA 70506-4217
Tel. (337-233-6345)

Harvey L. Spencer
Edward R. O’Mara
Emilio F. Bandiero
Eugene L. Darmstedter

Secretary/Treasurer
James A. Dykes
1167 Oak Knoll Court
Folsom, CA 95630
Tel.: (916)984-4634

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.
Robert A. Sentell

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Chaplains

Max W. Knouse (2010-2011)

Andrew Whitton (2007-2010)

114 Locust St. SW

70 Blanchard Road

Andrew Whitton

Marlton, NJ 08053-2943

70 Blanchard Road

Tel.: (703) 242-2308

Tel. (856) 983-7587

Marlton, NJ 08053

George A. Case (2009 –2010)

William J. Riggle (2008-2010)

102 S. 18th Street

4064 Pipeline Road

Clear Lake, IA 50428

Blaine, WA 98230-9745

Bernard L. Carter

Tel. (641) 357-7569

Tel. (360) 392-8991

2519 Deerfield Drive

Stephen G. Fenner (2009-2010)

Leo Goertzen (2010-2011)

2120 Hivley St.

1805 E. St.

Sarasota, FL 34231-6820

Aurora, NE 68818-2831

Tel. (941)924-4583

Tel. (402)694-2932

Vienna, VA 22180-5708

Sales & Promotions
Supply Sergeant

Reunion & Hospitality
Coordinator

Benevolence

George A. Case

Robert A. Sentell

Gilbert L. MacDonald

102 S. 18th Street

9562 W. Pleasant St.

4704 Roundrock Drive

Clear Lake, IA 50428

St. Helen, MI 48656

El Paso, TX 79924

Tel. 641-357-7569

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (915) 821-6475

Recorder

Newsletter

Avery Harris
3103 Wildwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
Tel. (256)-539-8897 (cell)

Walt & Melitta Fort

Tel. (609) 983-7587

Petersburg, VA 23805
Tel. (804) 861-4918

Historian &
Public Information
Director

Open
Position

Robert A. Sentell
9562 W. Pleasant St.

1048 Buckingham Drive

St. Helen, MI 48656

Allentown, PA 18103

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (610) 740-0808
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Changes/Additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members
There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send
your corrections to Secretary :

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630;
e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

E-mail Additions/Changes

Address, telephone & e-mail changes & corrections
are printed in each issue.

*NEW MEMBERS
** LIFETIME MEMBERS *** CHANGE

Please check and make entries in your rosters.

* Richard Cay

dickcay@peoplepc.com

** Larry Beil

electricsecure@sbcgloal.net

*** Ms. Ray Diederichsen

coach_ray@att.net

*** Charles Carney

charlestcarney@optonline.net

*** Harvel Weatherly

hfdotweatherly@aol.com

*** Vic Gorlinsky

vgorlinsky@comcast.net

*** Walter Gust

wcgust@suddenlink.net

*** Richard Guyette

scribe8472@yahoo.com

*** Holden Rogers

rogershp@gmail.com

*** Henry Gonzalez

henryj3300@hotmail.com

Harvel F. Weatherly, 5215 Rose Lane, Beaumont, TX
77708-2909; Tel.: 409-898-0246
Stephen Fenner, 2120 Hively Street, Sarasota, FL
34231
Meir I. Horvitz , 3414 Glen Ellen Drive, Fairfield, CA
94534-7957; Tel.: 707-207-3273
Peter P. Balisciano; 3 ½ Lincoln Street, North Haven
CT 06473
Dale Flack, 332 Morning Glory Drive, Billings, MT
95102Donald O. Duvall, 620 Woodhurst Way, Catonsville,
MD 21228-4124
Orville D. Clarida, 1000 E. Montclair Street. Apt. # 301,
Springfield MO 65807-5052
Erol Rosen, 450 N. Roger Way, Chandler, AZ 852254225
Walter J. Daylitko, 14019 State Route # 170, East Liverpool, OH 43920-9540
Michael C. Blaszka, 624 Boundary Blvd., Rotonda, FL
33947-2036
Fredereck Kalos, 414 W. Cala Breeze Way, Little Egg
Harbor, NJ 080887-1201
Joseph Bradberry, PO Box # 4324, Opelka, AL
36803-4324
Michael L. McNeilly, 1016 Central Drive, Coulee Dam,
WA 99116-1107
Jef Jourdan, PO Box 301, Ekalaka, MT 59234-40301
Robert M. Hetrick, 906 Holliday Hills Drive, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
William Backner ; 16266 Asheboro Court, Fort
Meyers, FL 33908-3517
Robert A. Cella, 9 Morgan Dr., Sewell, NJ 08080
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97TH Signal Battalion SUPPLY DEPOT
ITEMS

COST PER ITEM

QUANTITY

7th Army Decals

3 for $2.00

7th Army Shoulder Patches

$3.50 each

Signal Corps flag pins (Officer Brass)

$7.00 each

97th Sig BnUnit Crest

$7.00 each

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys

$5.00

White 97th CAP

$9.00

Tan CAP – embroidered / extra options—unit/year/state

$15.00/ $10.00 additional

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel

$20.00

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey

$22.00

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve

$35.00

Size

Golf/Polo shirt, black/orange/steel

$30.00

Size/color

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey

$36.00

size

“Böblingen” Tote bags

$8.00

License Plate Frame

$7.50

Name Tags (see pg. 7 for order form)

$10.00 each

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation

Check next Page & the
97th Web pages for
Pictures of Products

Mail to: Supply Sergeant

TOTAL

Size/color
Size/color

SUBTOTAL
S&H
$7.00

on all orders

George Case
102 S. 18th Street, Clear Lake, IA 50428

Note: Many items fit in

Tel.: 641-357-7569

regular envelopes,
unless ordering several
or heavy items.

.

TOTAL

Cut out order form below - also copy for own records

Items Ordered

Cost

Name

Tel./e-mail

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Regular T-shirt grey/steel/orange $20.00
Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00

Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00

CAPS
White Cap $9.00
Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/
Options $10.00
Blue Cap $5.00

Fleece Vest
sleeveless, dk. grey
$42.00

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue
long/short sleeved $35.00

SUPPLY DEPOT

Böblingen Tote Bag $8.00
7th Army Shoulder Patch $3.50
97th Unit Crest 7.00 each
“Tried and True inscription

License Plates $ 7.50 each
plus postage

Signal Corps Flag Pins $7.00
7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00
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Tried & True
“Old Soldiers Never Die,

They Just Fade Away”
May God Bless Them

