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The next National Reunion in Rapid City, SD will be upon us before you know it.             
I sincerely hope to see many more people at this reunion than have been present in 
the past. 

We have so many individuals in the Association who have given their time and effort trying to 
make the 97th Signal Battalion Association the best association of this type. However, I have              
yet to receive a nomination from any member of the Association for the Jim Austin Award. As a 
reminder to the membership at large, these are the criteria for the award. 

JIM AUSTIN AWARD 

The Jim Austin Award was established in order to recognize Association members who have 
contributed their time, effort and enthusiasm toward the well-being of the Association. By their 
hard work and dedication, the Signal Battalion Association continues to progress and flourish. 

As this award is the highest the Association may bestow on its members, the presentation of this 
award is not a ―yearly‖ award. It is presented to a member who has demonstrated an 
―Outstanding Achievement‖ for the well-being of the entire Association. Although the Jim Austin 
Award is normally presented to a 97th veteran, in the past , this award has been given to Betty 
Austin, Jim‘s widow, and a ―Husband and Wife Team‖. This was done to recognize the efforts of 
the couple. 

Any active member of the Association may make nominations for this award. Upon nomination, 
the President puts forth the nominee‘s name to the Board of directors for the board to determine 
if the nominee‘s efforts on behalf of the Association meet the high standards described for this 
Award. Upon approval, the Jim Austin Award will be presented to the nominee during the ban-
quet celebration at the next reunion. 

Anyone wishing to make a nomination can send it to me either by mail, mihorvitz@comcast.net, 
or my home address at: 3414 Glen Ellen Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534. 

Tried & True,  

Meyer Horvitz 

 

Published three times per year: 
Issue 32, Oct. 2010 

COMMUNICATOR 

President’s Message…   



      Attention 

                                                 
Please, send any                                   
administrative news 
items pertaining to mem-
berships, change of ad-
dresses (incl. e-mail),           

illnesses, deaths notices...  

only to :                                                                 

Secretary/Treasurer: James Dykes            

1167 Oak Knoll Court,                                                                                                                
Folsom, CA 95630                                    
Tel.: 916-984-4634                              
E-mail:                                            

97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

 

Please, No Jokes and other Spam!!!                                             

Please READ                                             
the newsletter carefully– and let your 

spouses read it, too. 

   We have had some complaints about not 
being aware of some information in the 
Newsletter; either being omitted or mislead-
ing. 

We apologize for any errors—particularly 
names misspelled, e-mails mixed up, etc.;                           
no malice intended.                                                                
Please, check your updated e-mail lists, 
rosters and newsletter when they are pub-
lished. Send all information: new mem-
bers, address changes, ill members, mem-
bers who passed away, to the                                                        

Secretary, Jimmy Dykes directly.                                         

 

P.S.  We welcome Readers Mail; However, 

please no FORWARDS, unless they’re 

Newsletter related. Our mailbox runneth 

over.                                  

Thanks;  The Editors 

 

The Communicator 
ONLINE                                                   

 

How to read the NEWSLETTER  

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/                                                                

New ID: comunic8tr                                                                                

New Password:pswd97th4u 

 

 

Jon Kilburn,                                                                                            
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org                                  
or jon@kilburn.org 

 

97th Signal Battalion Association is now on Facebook 

This is open to all Members (and their Families) of the 97th 

Signal Battalion Association; so pass the word to others 

who are eligible. 

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/group.php?gid=1038

54929652018 

I have also set up an Open/Public Group                                                      

for recruiting purposes. 

97th Signal Battalion Association (Open Group) - Open to the pub-

lic 

http:facebook.com/?ref=home#!/group.php?gid=112970368717043 

 

For information about the Association, you can e-mail me or con-

tact the Secretary at:  

Secretary 97th Signal Battalion Association                                           
1167 Oak Knoll Court                                                                             

Folsom, CA 95630-7651 

97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 
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Administrative Notices/News 

The Communicator 

 



        Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Mem-
bership Chairman. He asks that each of us reach 
back in our  memory bank and come up with some 
names from those days when we were in Germany. 
It’s important to find more of our younger guys 
who served from 1965 and later. We have to use 
any type of search available  to us. You may send 

names to Eugene via: 

E-mail: marygene@roadrunner.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 

A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

 

New Members                                            

Roy & Ann Mastro,                                                     
Ramblewood Dr., Chester, VA 23836                       
Tel.: 804-530-2274; ―B‖ CO. 1959-1961                                                                      
Robert R. and Elanor Issel                                              
30 Majorca Dr., Hot Springs Village, AR 
71909                                                                
Tel.: 501-915-9407;                                                     
HQ CO. 1946 -1947                  

                                        

 

Issue 2, June 2010 Page 3 

A great big WELCOME to all New, Reactivated and Life Members                                                        
We hope to see you  at  the next Reunion. 
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Where in the World…                                               
Finding 97th Army Buddies 

 

Reactivated 

 

William H. & Margaret Mitchell                                    
39 25th Ave., Isle of Palms, SC 29451  
ROC 1954-1956    

Help!!! 

We need Members to  
lend a hand with various 
tasks:  

Host/help with a Reunion,  

Finding old buddies— see  
to the left 



 All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 

 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make 
corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                      

Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the 
subsequent newsletter.  

     When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent 
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the 
Active Roster up to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on 
to your last retreat. 

Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;  

e-mail 97th business only: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

Where is my Newsletter?                                         
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.  
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION ―SNOWBIRDS‖  

All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 

TO YOUR NEW ADDRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don‘t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                               

SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630; Tel.: 916-984-4634 

  

Membership News & Services 
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NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

REMARKS: 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 



REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP 

PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES 

As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,                                                                                                      
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.                                         

Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable January 1 of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making 
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues. 

 

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

97TH SERVICE:   FROM__________TO_________   COMPANY/PLATOON________________________ 

 

My Dues are enclosed for the years: 

2011_______2012_______2013_______2014_______2015_______ 

 

The Association also offers a LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______ 

Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each. 

LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                                                                 

Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:                                                                                            

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630  

       

 

Important 

Don‘t forget to                                              

renew your membership!                   

To receive the ROSTER and              
COMMUNICATOR you have to be  

up to date with your dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and other 
addresses; it‘s vital we get the                

CORRECT information. 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS: 

NEW ADDRESS: 

EFFECTIVE DATE:                                TEL.#                            E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Cut along dotted line ADDRESS CHANGE 
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Taps 

         These members are ill, 
and would appreciate cards, 
phone calls, e-mails, etc.         
We hope, many are on the way 
to recovery, and/or are well 
again!!!                                                          

John Kilburn                                        
Richard  Kurlovich                      
Manual Ortiz                      
David  Secor                          
Richard Holliday         

If a member hears of another  
ill member, please notify                    
Jimmy Dykes who will contact                   
Andy Whitton, so that he may 
send get well wishes on behalf 
of the Association. 

  

Remembering our  
Comrades who have 

taken their                           
Last Retreat                                        

                                                                                                                 

Harland E. Carney 07-09-2010          

Joseph  L. Walker 2-??-93                 

William J. Kennedy 12-29-08 

 

 

 

We also would like remember our 
members’ spouses who passed 

away;                                                           

Please notify J. Dykes                                                  

           

 We have had a few contributions in the Newsletter—
from some of our members about their military service— espe-
cially those who have been in Germany during WWII. 

   It is so important to hear about members‘ experiences which 
shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of stories that 
would be interesting to the group. 

We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, 
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite 
any comments/suggestions. 

If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the 
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a                     
mail-in form for written responses because some members are 
not able to attend the reunions. 

   On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a 
guideline for members to think about when they are being inter-

viewed (It was formerly called Story Time).                                  

 

Why did you join, and how old were you?                               
What was your occupation at the time?                                      
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional 
training?                                                                                                   
What and where was/were your assignments)?                        
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                              
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of the 
world?                                                                                               
When, where, how long?                                                         
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that gen-
eration)                                                                                                  
When did you come home?                                                           
What did you do after you returned home?                                    
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your 
future?                                                                                         

   Any additional information is welcome. We also would like 
pictures in uniform and a recent  photograph (original prints 
if possible for better reproduction). 

ill members…          ...keep in touch 

  Your Story... 

Request : 

   We know that the families of 
the ill members are often over-
whelmed with caring for their 
spouse or a friend.  

   We think, the membership 
would like to know how they are 
doing, and we would like to pub-
lish an update every now and 
then in the newsletter. 

David Secor was diagnosed 
with some type of lung cancer. 
He is receiving chemo and radia-
tion treatments. 

 Rosie Roberts            
Longtime official CP room host-
ess and all–around helper has 
health problem, and cannot at-
tend any reunions. Let her know, 
we are thinking of her.   

Let’s all get/stay well and                          

keep in touch!!! 

We really would like to publish Your Story; Please consider it! 
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      The Association has           

established a ―BENEVOLENCE 
FUND‖. This fund is used for any 
of our members who are unable 
to attend our reunions because of 
financial considerations. 

   Should any of our comrades 
wish to attend the reunions, 
please contact our Benevolence 
Fund Coordinators: Gilbert L. 
MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell  (St. Helen, MI). 
Any information regarding this 
plan is treated as ―Confidential‖, 
and not made available to the 
general membership. 

   If any member is aware of an-
other member being in need of 
such assistance, please notify 
one of the Fund Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such 
service, can arrive in the reunion 
city, we will assist with the lodging 
and banquet. 

The Motto is: ― The Spirit of the 
97th is Alive and Well‖. 

                                  Thank you!!! 

National Reunion                                          

May 16–21, 2011                                     
Grand Gateway Hotel                         

Rapid City, SD  

Host Bob Sentell    

Detailed Tours Itinerary                         

pg. 12,13& 14                                     

Other detailed Information in              

February Newsletter 

 

                         

 

 

                                                                          

                                                                                                          

What’s Your Name? 

   Arrangements have been made to procure permanent 
name tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags 
have black lettering on a yellow background with the 
97th Crest on the upper left, and crossed signal flags on 
the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by filling out order form 

below and sending it to     George Case  -  see Supply Depot pages 

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

―TRIED AND TRUE‖ - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $10.00 $ 
Add $2.00 up to 
two tags f. S&H  

$ 

  ENCLOSED $  

         We need  more           
helping hands with 
the reunions: hosting 
duties in the CP 

room, etc.                                                        

Please consider being             
a HOST for a reunion in 
the years ahead. It‘s 
never too early!                                                        

 If two or three members 
get together to hold a 
reunion, it would be so 
much easier for every-
one. The more the mer-
rier; it‘s less of a burden 
just for one host, and can 
be lots of fun, too. 

By helping with some of the 
tasks—like serving on the 
reunion committee—
members will feel more in-
volved in the future of the 
Association! 

Get in touch with Bob 

Sentell for Guidelines. 

Mark Your Calendars! 
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Anyone interested in                  

hosting the                                                     

Reunion in 2012?                                                                      

Please bring your proposals                                   

to the 2011 Reunion.   
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      A Brief History of the Signal Corps 
          The Army Signal Corps was established by Congress in June 1860, as the first American military or-

ganization dedicated solely to communications.  

     The Signal Corps‘ creation coincided with technological advances that extended  the battlefield and made it 
more deadly. The situation called for new methods of communication beyond voice commands and couriers. Am 
Army doctor, Albert J. Myer, had devised a system of signaling flags by day and torches at night to rapidly send 
messages over long distances. This system known as Wig-Wag was accepted by the Army and Myer was ap-
pointed to the rank of Major and chief signal officer to organize a corps of soldiers trained in signaling. Myer also 
ordered construction of a ―field train‖ to enable telegraph equipment to be carried onto the battlefield.  Throughout 
the Civil War, the first Signal soldiers provided visual communications on the Battlefield, thereby enhancing military 
command and control. 

     After the Civil War Myer worked to establish the Signal Corps on a permanent basis by assuming responsibility 
for the nation‘s weather service. Using telegraph lines and building others, the Signal Corps organized a nation-
wide weather reporting network. It issued daily forecasts until 1891 when Congress transferred weather duties to 
the Department of Agriculture. The signal Corps began using the telephone soon after its commercial introduction 
in 1877 and incorporated it into its wire network. The Signal Corps adopted a standard heliograph which used mir-
rors for signaling during the late 19th century Indian campaigns in the Southwest. 

     Electrical communications came to the forefront during the 1898 war with Spain, when the Signal corps found 
itself facing global challenges of time and space. Signal soldiers established land and undersea communications 
systems in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines, and connected those distant shores with the United States 
which enabled transmitting messages between Cuba and Washington in as little as twenty minutes. This conflict 
also marked the Corps‘ first significant practice of combat photography.   

     The Signal Corps explored the use of aerial communications, employing balloons as portable observation plat-
forms. The anchor rope carried a telephone line to transmit the information obtained aloft. In 1909 the Signal Corps 
purchased the Army‘s first airplane from the Wright Brothers, the origins of today‘s U.S. Air Force. The Signal 
Corps experimented with wireless technology as early as 1899. As the United States moved toward entering the 
war in Europe in 1917, military communications stood at a crossroads between the past and the future with pi-
geons as well as electrons carrying the Army‘s messages. 

     World War I proved to be a significant milestone in the Signal Corps‘ history when the branch mushroomed to 
approximately 55,000 soldiers. In Europe the Signal Corps installed a wire network that ultimately extended some 
38,000 miles.  Because radios were still cumbersome, field telephony carried the backbone of wartime communica-
tions. 

     After World War I, the Signal Corps devoted its efforts during the interwar years to developing critical items as 
radar and FM radio. On the Battlefield, the walkie-talkie and the handie-talkie put radios in soldiers‘ hands. Radio 
relay—the marriage of wire and radio—allowed communications to keep up with fast moving operations. 

     During the 1950s military communications entered the space age. The Signal Corps had successfully bounced 
radar signals off the moon in 1946. In response to the Soviet Union‘s launch of Sputnik in 1957, the nations‘ space 
program began with the creation of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) in 1958. Working 
with the Air Force, the Signal Corps launched the world‘s communications satellite in December 1958. In its labora-
tories at Fort Monmouth, NJ, the Signal Corps continued the trend toward miniaturization of components through 
the development of the transistor and the integrated circuit. 

    The Vietnam War witnessed the culmination of a century of progress in military signaling. For the first time, high-
quality commercial communications became available to the soldier in the field. On the tactical level, transistorized 
combat radios enabled infantry, armor and artillery to communicate directly with each other. 

     As joint operations became more commonplace, communications interoperability between the services took on 
increasing importance. By the time  the United States battled Iraq in Operation ―Desert Shield/Storm‖ in 1990-1991, 
computers and satellites greatly enhanced the ability of commanders to coordinate their forces. During the current 
GWOT, the soldiers of the Signal Corps continue to support the war fighter serving in both combat brigades and 
functional units from the foxhole to the white House. As the Signal Corps approaches its sesquicentennial its basic 
mission remains to get the message trough.  

 

Gleaned from http:/www.signalcorps.org/all_signal.htm 
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My Story…   By Walter Gust 

     I joined the Army in 1948 at age 19 because they restarted the 

draft. My father was Regular Army so I wanted an RA serial number;       
if you enlisted they gave you an option which branch of the Army you 
would be assigned to. I chose the Signal Corps. At the time I had just 
completed a 9-month apprenticeship at the Ft. Bragg Signal Depot, 
learning radio theory and working on WWII radio. I had completed their 
program when WWII in Europe ended. 

   They began reducing the number of people employed. So I started 
looking elsewhere and found a job with Fort Bragg ―Special Services‖ 
running a little shop repairing old commercial radios used in barracks 
―day rooms‖, and installing sound systems for USO shows and other 
special events. 

   When I was called up I was sent to Fort Jackson, SC for infantry basic 
training. After completing basic training I was sent to Fort Monmouth NJ 
Signal School to attend the Radio Maintenance course. At that time it 
was for nine months. I completed the school number one in class, and 
was assigned to the 229th Signal Operations CO at Camp Woods, which 
was part of Ft. Monmouth. 

   In summer 1949—to avoid KP, I volunteered to go on an arctic expedi-
tion to test new winter clothing and signal equipment. To prepare for this 
we had to take mountain training at Ft. Carson, CO, and then arctic sur-
vival training at Camp Hail (Hell) outside of Leadville CO above 10 K. Ft.  
We left for the Arctic by truck up the Alaskan Highway, sleeping in tents 
and old buildings left from the time the Highway was built. It was so cold, 
we had to idle the truck engines all night and drive very slowly because 
the tires were frozen flat on one side. 

   I returned to Ft. Monmouth in Spring 1950. The Korean War started in 
June 1950 and the 229th left for Korea early September. When we went 
through Japan all our winter clothing was taken away because they said 
we would not be there more than six weeks. We landed in Pusan shortly 
after the Inchon invasion. We were assigned to the IX Corps and pro-
vided communications for foreign units attached to IX for Air and Artillery 
support. We went from near the Pusan perimeter to the Yallou River and 
then back again. We came close to freezing that winter because our 
clothes were in Japan. I was promoted to Staff Sgt. and put in for a com-
mission. Most of our unit-on point system– went back to Sendi Japan in 
June 1951 to help train a National Guard unit to the 16th Corps. 

   In September 1951 I returned to the US and was discharged at Ft. 
Jackson, SC. From there I went home and decided to open a small radio 
and TV repair shop. After spending all my saved money buying test 
equipment and parts, I received an 1A draft card. I appealed , but was 
told because I was an early returnee from Korea we were not declared 
as veterans; if you were not a Veteran you were eligible for the draft. I 
had 90 days to reenlist and hold rank, and could select my base assign-
ment; or be drafted as a recruit, take basic training and assigned to who 
knows where.  

   I reenlisted. Because my girlfriend (my future wife of 58 yrs.) whom I 
met on the 4th of July 1950 - just before going to Korea -was in Nursing 
training in NY, I chose Ft. Monmouth. After I reported there, I was  as-
signed to a support unit for the Signal Corps Laboratories.  I worked at 
Squire Lab, was promoted to SFC, and became Section Chief of a new 
equipment introductory team. The AN/GRC26 teletype radio was just 
being issued as replacement for the old 399CW radio and was difficult to 
network. We traveled all over the US and much of Europe teaching its 
use and how to network it. Don‘t know how we missed the 97th. 

   I was married June 1952 and received orders for Germany in Decem-
ber. No unit, just Germany. I was in a replacement depot at Bremerhaven 
when Stalin died. There I became friends with M/Sgt Edward Dewitt. 

    

   I did this for about 9 months and then returned to regular duty in 
ROC. Dewitt did not like being PLT DGT and took an assignment in 
Landstuhl. I, as a SFC became PLT SGT , even though we had several 
M/SGTs; none of them wanted the job. We had a shortage of officers, 
and our CO asked me to apply for my commission. I did. Word came 
back that because the Korean war had ended, no officers were acti-
vated but in fact umbers were reduced. Army personnel also advised 
there was a new WO program being implemented, and I might try to 
apply for it. I did, but I heard that you had to have at least 10 years of 
service and so many years in the field. I did not meet those require-
ments. Our BN Commander went to Col. Lits, and they succeeded get-
ting a waiver for me on the service time, etc. I took all the tests and 
went before a board in Munich. Several months later, while in the field 

as usual, I got a phone call to return 
to Panzer Kaserne the next day for 
a physical. I was appointed to WO.     
I became the youngest WO                      
in the Army at that time.              
After that I was transferred to the 
39th Sig Bn, 176 Sig Maintenance 
CO on the other side of Panzer 
Kaserne, with shops almost across 

from the PX. 

   Dec. 1956, I received  orders to return to the US, and was assigned to 
Ft. Bragg NC 18th Airborne Corps where I became the OIC of the Post 
Signal Maintenance shop. Ironically, this was the same place I did my 
apprenticeship 10 years earlier. The employees were civilians, and 
many were the same people I worked for were still there. 

   November 1959, with no prior notice, I received orders calling me to 
active duty as a 1st Lt with assignment to Ft. Benning, GA Infantry 
School. There was a Signal Department with a radio school. I became 
the OIC of the theory section. 

   December 1958, I received orders to attend the ATT 
‗Communications Training With Industry Program‘ in NY City. This was 
very prestigious; they took only 10 military officers, five were only Army.   

   After completing the ATT course in the spring of 1959, I received 
orders for Taiwan. There I was the OIC for the long range communica-
tions in the Northern part of the Island and Operations Officer for the 
entire Island long range communications system. I was also promoted 
to Capt. 

   June 1962, I received orders to return to the US and attend the             
Officers Advance Course at Ft. Monmouth, NJ. 

   Spring 1963, I finished school and received orders to the USSTRIKE 
Command at MacDill AFB in Tampa, FL. There I became the Opera-
tions Officer for their Signal Support Unit (CSE). This was an air assault 
unit. In November 1964, Strike Command provided communications 
support to the Belgian Army when they intervened militarily in the 
Congo Civil War.  I was in command of the group providing communica-
tions support. I also was promoted to Major.  

1066, I received orders for Vietnam, and was 
assigned to the 1st Sig. Brig. I worked di-
rectly for General Terry who gave me the job 
as CO of the Command Communications 
Control Center Agency.  We had oversight of 
all Army long haul communications in Viet-
nam, and worked closely with DCA. Our 
operation was very successful, for which I 
received the Legion of Merit.                                 
   Cont.‘d next page 

   Soon we both received assignments to the 97th Sig Bn at Panzer 
Kaserne in Böblingen. Upon arrival we were both assigned to Radio 
CO. Dewitt became the HF Radio Plt Sgt. Our Bn CO LTC Bowman 
found out somehow what I had done at the Lab— and because ROC 
was getting  the AN/GRC 26‘s, they had me set up a school upstairs 
in the Bn Hq Building.   
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Cont‘d from page 9    

    

   Spring 1967, I received orders back to the States with assignment to the (DCA), and I was  promoted to LTC. My assignment was to create the 
same type of communications control system for the DCA we had in Vietnam. However, now we had oversight of all DOD military communications 
worldwide. I spent much time overseas establishing the Defense Operations Control Complex (DOCC). One quarter I went to the Pacific, every-
where they had military communications centers, and the next quarter I went to Europe. It didn‘t matter whether or not communications were 
Army, Air Force or Navy. On ne trip to Europe I went to Patch Barracks and visited Panzer Kaserne; so sad. Nothing like it was when the 97th 
was there.  

   Spring 1971, I was about to be reassigned again. But with children in the upper grades in high school, college a year away, and family illnesses, 
I decided to retire. 

   I then took a job with the Veterans Administration, which had little in the way of communications; they were still using punch cards.                      
I became the Deputy Director of the VA for Telecommunications with instructions from the Administrator to improve VA communications. At that 
time, all Civil government communications in the US were provided by the General Services Administration (GSA), which was one duplex teletype 
connection at a time. I started bringing in the first word processors  which the secretaries initially called Gust‘s Follies. Anyway, after many heated 
discussions and much negotiation GSA gave responsibility for the Government Communications System to the VA. Working with McDonald 
Douglas we developed and implemented the first Government internet and E-mail communications system. We provided telecommunications not 
only to the VA but to the entire Federal Civilian Government as GSA had previously done. The military even used some of it. I also became a part 
of the new Civil Service Senior Executive Service (SES) program. 

   In 1989 the VA became the Department of Veterans Affairs with a Secretary, and turned more political. I decided to retire again. I gave up my 
military pay and bought into the Civil Service Retirement plan with the equivalent to a BG. 

      

As much as I loved the Army, in retrospect I made the correct decision retiring when I 
did. I might have made Colonel, but my Civil Service retirement turned out better;                       
I lost no other military retirement benefits. 

As I look back over the years, I believe the experiences with the 97th Sig. Bn.                          
had a great impact on my future success. 

Walter and Collette 

Back when...by Ben Smith 

While going through a shoe box of old photos... I found the attached picture that reminded me of 
how, in 1957, I ―accidently‖ became the Seventh Army representative in a United States Army 
Europe shooting contest. 

As a photographer with the Photo Platoon of Headquarters Company of the 97th Signal Battalion I 
was assigned to cover our representative firing on the battalion level to see who would represent 
the 97th Sig. Bn. At the next level of competition. Our representative, just before he was scheduled 
to fire, broke his glasses and as the only other HQ CO person present, I was pressed into duty to 
fire the ―Grease Gun‖ sub-machine gun. Now, I had never fired a submachine gun in my life, but growing up in a 
hunting family, I had fired all types of rifles and shotguns. Of course in basic training I had fired everything from a 
carbine to a 3.5 rocket launcher, so I was game to give it a try.  

The ―Grease Gun‖ or M3A1 submachine gun, was an inexpensive weapon that was primarily 
a stamped metal gun with an 8 inch barrel that fired 450 rounds a minute from a 30round 
magazine. It had a fixed sight set at 100 yards, even though with an 8 inch barrel, accuracy 
at that distance wasn‘t great. It only cost $20.00 to produce during  WW II, and was used 
until about 1992. 

To be accurate, the key was to fire in three round bursts, as firing longer bursts caused the 
muzzle to rise. To make a long story short, I won the right to represent the 97th Sig. BN. and 
won, I believe two more rounds of competition before we went to the big match. If my mem-
ory serves me correctly, it was in Mannheim. The matches were on a firing range with pop-
up targets, usually in groups of three so you had a short time (15 or 20 seconds) to fire three short bursts and 
hopefully get all the targets. In the big match I got carried away and tried to get all three targets in one long burst, 
and of course I didn‘t. I ended up winning fourth and took home a wristwatch as my prize. 
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Remembering my Dad Joseph Rein,                       

by Joe Rein 

   Joseph Rein was the Radio Company CO in 

Panzer Kaserne in the early 1950’s. I was liv-

ing in the dependent quarters outside the 

gate. My father was a Lifetime Member of the 

Association, and I’m now an Associate mem-

ber. He passed away in 2008.I have been re-

ceiving the newsletters and find them very 

interesting. I was going through some of my 

father’s old pictures and found some from that 

era. I was able to find out some names from 

members after the pictures being published 

in the Newsletter.  

Everyone I spoke with was happy to hear from me 

and grateful for the picture.  Along the way, I 

heard some great stories about my father and the 

97th Sig. Bn.                                                                             

A great experience. 

 

Officers of 97th Sig OPN Bn group shot 16 March 1953. Credit 
Photo Platoon 97th Sig OPN BN Panzer Kaserne, Böblingen, 
Germany. Photographer PVT Thomas J. Lynch.                         
My father is front row 2nd from right. 

 

 

 

Joe Bucculo said the Wire CO and 
Radio CO formed a basketball 
team, playing for the 7th Army 
championship and won beating a 
team from Patch Barracks, which 
was a much larger Post. He couldn‘t 
remember the name of the player 
presenting  the trophy to my father; 
but he said he was an awesome 
player.   

 

Clockwise starting with person to left of my father                        
(middle person)  

Roy Rich, his wife lives in Texas and remembered many 
things about Panzer Kaserne and the 97th. He was suffering 
from dementia and passed away before Christmas last year.       
Arthur Emerson, lives in TX and is doing fine.                        
LT.  Caldwell, Roy Rich‘s wife could not remember his first 
name.                                                                                                     
John F. Dickson, could not be located. Some one thought he 
died in an auto accident not long after Germany.                       
Herbert Stanford lives in Gary, IN, and doing well.                   

Robert Rylowicz, Living in Illinois and doing well 

The Message 

Operations Cen-

ter of the 97th 

Sig OpCo BN 

Officers Club 

Halloween                   

Party 1953 

Top Row L to R:  CWO Sidney McLean, 2Lt Dick Prevatt,                            
2Lt Jack Armstrong, 2Lt Bob Bussey, 2Lt Bob Rylowicz, 2Lt Dick Hamel, 
2Lt Loel Dean, 2Lt Steve Lewis                                                                                                                   
Bottom Row: L to R: 2Lt John Morris, CWO Jim Hull,                                           
Capt. Rex Christensen, 1Lt Reino Oksa, 2Lt Jean Brower 
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2011 Reunion Rapid City SD 

Mon. May 16 to Sat. May 21 

Location: Grand Gateway Hotel,                                                   
1721 N. Lacrosse St. 

Rapid City, SD 

Tel. 605 342-8853  Toll Free 886-742-1300 

Room Rates: $76.00 per night 

Make own reservations by April 16th 2011 

Tours are on Wednesday May 18th and Thursday May 19th 

Wednesday, May 18th:  

7:30 am: Breakfast at Fort Hays (―Dances with Wolves‖ Movie Set)                                                                                   
8:50 am: Board Bus for all day narrated tour with stops at:  

Mount Rushmore  

Crazy Horse Mountain & Memorial 

Sylvan Lake - man-made located at bottom of Harvey  

Peak Custer State Park –lot of wildlife (Buffalo, Burrows, Antelope, Elk, and Bighorn Sheep) 

State Game Lodge—Pay for own lunch 

Tour Iron Mountain Rd. through scenic tunnels & Pigtail Bridge. 

Pour Needles Highway—Scenic tunnels & Overlooks 

5:30 pm: Return to ―Dances with Wolves ― Film set 

6:30 -  8:15 pm Chuck wagon Supper & Music Show; Return to Hotel 

COST: $79.55—Covers all admission fees, breakfast, dinner & show (does not include lunch)  

Thursday, May 19th 

8:00 am Board Bus 

8:30 am Depart for the Black Hills Gold Factory Tour; see gold pieces being made—at a reduced price 

10:00 am Depart Gold Factory for Wall drug store 

11:00 am Arrive at favorite roadside attraction—Famous Wall Drug Store –Tour. Lunch on your own. 

2:00 pm Depart for Badlands National Park—spend appr. 2 hrs. in the Badlands 

4:00 pm Arrive at Hotel 

This trip will be prorated by number of people signing up; appr. $30.00 

 

 Information about the Banquet—Menu & Cost, Meetings, etc. will be in the                                                            
February COMMUNICATOR     

 Airlines serving Rapid City : American, Delta, United, Allegiant; Hotel provides Shuttle Service to & 

from the Airport. 



“Grow old with me, the  best is yet to be.”                                                      

       Robert Browning 

       

Many members are reaching or have reached                                           

the 25 or 50+ landmark, or are new lyweds!                                                               

We would like to acknow ledge that important milestone.                                                                           

Please let us know  w ho is ― eligible‖ . 

P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of the couple would be great! 

We w ill return them if  they are originals. 

Anniversaries/ Weddings 
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Happy 58th                                   
Wedding  Anniversary  

 

 

Manuel & 
Johanna  

Ortiz 

     

 

The couple met in Böblingen, Germany and 

was wed on May 28th, 1952. They have a 

daughter Ilona Strull, two grandchildren and 

one great grandchild. 

Manuel served in the A rmy for 21 years and 

worked 20 years as a Civil servant. The cou-

ple lived in the Killeen, TX area  for about 

50 years. 

Congratulations                               
Wayne Davis                                     

and  Fran Sharpe  

Married September 19, 2010 



Telephone numbers and websites you need to 

know: 

1. For information relating to TFL:  Telephone: 1-866-773-
0404 (TDD: 1-866-773-0405)                                                                          
Web site: www.tricare4u.com  This information also               
appears on the Explanation of Benefits form sent by                    
Tricare. 

2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Management Facility 
(TMA) for any questions concerning military health care:                                                                            
Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil 

3. For prescription drug questions:                                                   
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779    DD: 1-877-540-6261)                                                                 
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare                                                                                                                                   
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903, Phoe-
nix, AZ 85082-0903 

More detailed information has been published in earlier edi-
tions of the Communicator.                                                                                         
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at either the 
web sites, from their old Communicator copies, or even from 
me. 

P.S.: I would be remiss if there was not a note added here in 
deep appreciation for all the work many of did during our cam-
paign to get the Tricare for Life Medicare Supplement en-
acted.                                                                                                                      
That was truly a great accomplishment. 

Thank you all very much.  

T&T Roland 

Earlier Medical Information researched                                                        
by Roland Martin 

 

First of all, I would highly recommend 
that anyone who is in need of a new computer, or 
just WANTS a new computer, get Windows 7. It is a 
GREATLY improved system. ‗Nuff said! 

In case you were aware that when you right-click a 
file or folder in Windows, the Send To menu pops 
up and offers you an easy way to send that 
file/folder to someone as an attachment to email, 
copy it to a DVD drive, create a shortcut, etc.,   

Well, in Windows 7 when I right-click a file or folder I 
am given 7 choices as to which action I would like 
to take. But if, when right-clicking, and holding down 
the Shift Key, I get a total of 20 actions that I might 
take.                                                   

The drop-down menu adds the My documents, My 
Music, My Pictures, and I guess all of my personal 
account folders. This can be a big help sometimes. 

 

How about using the Control an Z keys to undo an 
action. Most programs offer an Undo menu option 
to correct mistakes by deleting the last thing you 
typed or action you performed.  As it turns out, you 
can use the CTR:-Z keys (an undo feature of  Win-
dows XP/Vista/7) to undo a copying/moving/deleting 
error—or if your mouse slips and causes you to 
take some action that you were not quite sure what 
you did. Just hit the CTRL-Z keys. It does not mat-
ter whether you are working with files on your ma-
chine or IE or right from your desk top.             
CTRL-Z will undo the last operation you performed. 

(Note that after using CTRL-Z to undo a file copy 
and paste -as opposed to a move or a delete - you‘ll 
see a confirmation asking if you want to perma-
nently delete the selected file. Don‘t panic; this 
warning refers to the copy only, not the original.) 

T&T 

Roland                                                                                                 
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Some Puns for Fun 

Those who jump off abridge in Paris are in Seine.            

A Man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking. 

Practice safe eating– always use condiments.           

Shotgun Wedding—a case of wife or death.                          

A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy.  

A hangover is the wrath of grapes.                                            

Reading while sunbathing makes you well read.                      

When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.                              

A bicycle can’t stand on its own because it’s two tired.   

What’s the definition of a will? (It’s a dead give away). 

She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg but 

broke it off.                                                                               

If you don’t pay your exorcist, you get repossessed.    

The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully 

recovered.                                                                                     

A lot of money is tainted—taint yours and it taint mine.  

He had a photographic memory that was never devel-

oped.                                                                                    

Once you’ve seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a 

mall.                                                                                       

Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis. 

Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses.                                

Acupuncture is a jab well done. 



OFFICERS,  SECRETARY/TREASURER  and  DIRECTORS 

As of June 1, 2009                                                                                                                          
 

President                                                                                                                                                
Meir I. Horvitz (2010-2011)                                                                                                   

3414 Glen Ellen Drive                                                                                                                      
Fairfield, CA 94534-7957                                                                                                              

Tel. (707)207-3273  
 

Vice-President (2010-2011)                                                                                          
André Arceneaux                                                                                                                         

306 State St.                                                                                                                               
Lafayette, LA 70506-4217                                                                                                        

Tel. (337-233-6345)                                                                                                                

Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                                           
James A. Dykes                                                                                                                           

1167 Oak Knoll Court                                                                                                                                          
Folsom, CA 95630                                                                                                                     
Tel.: (916)984-4634 

 

Past Presidents 

Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.             

Robert A. Sentell 

 

Hartwell Lawrence (2010-2012) 

365 Orion CT, Merritt Island                                                                                                 

A TRP RAD RPR 49-52 Fl 32952-3031 

Tel.: 321-453-1857 

Jerry Dyson (2010-2012) 

654 Girard Str. 

Wsashington, DC 

Tel. (202) 265-6225 

Leo Goertzen (2010-2011) 

1805 E. St. 

Aurora, NE 68818-2831 

Tel. (402)694-2932 

 

 

Max W. Knouse (2010-2011) 

114 Locust St. SW  

    Vienna, VA 22180-5708                                       

Tel.: (703) 242-2308 

George A. Case (2010 –2014) 

102 S. 18th Street 

Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel. (641) 357-7569 

Stephen G. Fenner (2010-2014)                                                                      

2120 Hivley St. 

Sarasota, FL 34231-6820 

Tel. (941)924-4583 

 

 

Chaplains 

Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (609) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 732-0732 

 

Sales & Promotions 

Supply Sergeant                                    

George A. Case 

102 S. 18th Street 

Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel. 641-357-7569 

 

Recorder 

Avery Harris  

3103 Wildwood Dr. 

Huntsville, AL 35801  

Tel. (256)-539-8897 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 

Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 

St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

                                                              

Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 

Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 

Benevolence 

 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 

Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 

 

Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 

St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 

Historian &  

Public Information             

Director 

 

Open  

Position 

?                   
Anybody               

willing to volunteer 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 
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Address, telephone & e-mail changes & corrections 
are printed in each issue. 

Please check and make entries in your rosters. 

 Address changes: 

Herman Ertlschweiger, 803 ―A‖  Wesley Drive, Quincy 
PA 17247-7900                                                            
Richard Meek, Tel.: 1-918-336-9349                           
J.J. Meyer, 16 Laguna CT., Chico, CA 95928-3978   
Ann Hildreth Miller, 2450 Krouse Road — Lot #352, 
Owosso MI 48867-8113                                            
Robert E. Casanova, 7400 Crestway Dr. Apt. #511, 
San Antonio, TX 78239-3090; Tel. 210-646-5847                                           
Nicholas Balli, 3089 Casey Dr. Unit # 202, Las Vegas 
NV 89102-5166                                                         
Ronald O. Duvall, 620 Woodhurst Way, Cantonsville, 
MD 21228-4124                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other changes /corrections: 

Keith Kildow, Tel.; 336-882-8070                                              
his wife‘s name is Michele                                              

Larry A. Naatz, Tel.: 507-433-2812                                                   

 

 

 

   

 

There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the 
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send 
your corrections to Secretary :  

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630;                                                                                    

e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 
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E-mail Additions/Changes  

* Roy Mastro roymastro@comcast.net 

*** Keith Kildow kak4443@earthlink.net 

*** Richard Meek grm55@cableone.net 

*** Nick. Beck nickdbeck@att.net  

*** Larry A. Naatz lpnaatz@smig.net 

*** Donald Hoskins donaldhoskins@bellsouth.net 

*** Andre Arceneaux andre_arceneaux@yahoo.com 

*** Robert Casanova r_acasanova@yahoo.com 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*NEW MEMBERS / FIRST-TIME E-mail                                                                             
** LIFETIME MEMBERS   *** CHANGE                    



ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

7th Army Shoulder Patches $3.50 each   

Signal Corps flag pins (Officer Brass) $7.00 each   

97th Sig BnUnit Crest $7.00 each   

CAPS—Blue ―Circle ‗C‘ Cowboys $5.00   

White 97th CAP $9.00 
  

Tan CAP – embroidered /   extra options—unit/year/state                                                                                                                                                                       $15.00/ $10.00 additional 
  

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel $20.00  
Size/color  

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey $22.00 
Size/color  

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve $35.00 Size  

Golf/Polo shirt, black/orange/steel $30.00 Size/color  

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey $36.00  size  

“Böblingen” Tote bags  $8.00   

License Plate Frame $7.50    

Name Tags (see pg. 7 for order form) $10.00 each   

 

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   

Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  

              

. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   

on all orders 

 

               $7.00 

TOTAL  

George Case                                                                          
102 S. 18th Street,  Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       

Check next Page & the 
97th Web pages for     
Pictures of Products 
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97TH Signal Battalion  SUPPLY DEPOT 

Items Ordered Cost Name Tel./e-mail  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

Many items fit in 

regular envelopes, 
unless ordering several 
or heavy items. 

Cut out order form below  - also copy for own records 



SUPPLY DEPOT  

Böblingen Tote Bag  $8.00  

7th Army Decals  3 for $2.00 

Signal Corps Flag Pins $7.00 

CAPS 

White Cap $9.00                                             
Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/                           

Options $10.00                                             

Blue Cap $5.00 

Fleece Vest                        
sleeveless,  dk. grey   

$42.00 

Regular T-shirt  grey/steel/orange  $20.00 

Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00 Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00 

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue 

long/short sleeved  $35.00 

License Plates $ 7.50 each                    

plus postage 
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7th Army Shoulder Patch $3.50 

97th Unit Crest 7.00 each 

“Tried and True inscription 

NOTE: 

Members who order items from                             
George Case at the                            
Supply Depot, may pick them 
up at the reunion; (saves post-
age).                         

Order early!!! 


