
       Summer is almost gone…            
Autumn is on its way… 

     That means, many Northerners 
are planning their Winter getaways. 
This is a reminder for all “snowbirds” 
to heed the President’s message 
about  any address changes during 
their time away from their permanent 
homes. The newsletter is important 
to many members because it has 
pertinent information about various 
events and subjects, and is also of 
just general interest about the Asso-
ciation. Make sure, it gets to your 
new address! 

   Reunion news in this issue is al-
ready about the National Reunion in 
2006; Jim Dykes has been planning 
for San Diego for a long time, and it 
will be a great get-together. Read 
the information and mark your calen-
dars. This year’s Fall Mini-reunion in 
Germany will be underway shortly. 

Please note—THE COMMUNICA-
TOR is now ONLINE. 

News that is not so welcome: Fort 
Monmouth – the starting place for 
many 97th guys - is slated to be 
closed.  

Most IMPORTANTLY! We 
hope that all members living in 
the path of “Katrina” are 
SAFE!!! 
 
Stay well and keep in touch. 
  Walt & Melitta 

 

The Communicator 

  Issued to members of the 97th 
Signal Battalion Association as an 
informational guide to activities of the 
Association, and to further the com-
radeship between active members; 
not only for now but also in the future. 

Active members receive this publica-
tion with membership. Inactive mem-
bers may obtain copies by sending 
$2.50 per copy to the Secretary. 

Any news items, etc. to be published 
in The Communicator should be 
sent to the editors before the cut-off 
dates listed below: 

March 1, June 1, September 1, 
December 1.   Thanks 

Communication: 

Michael J. Taptick—Secretary             
3 High Ridge Circle                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                    
Tel: (860) 848-0895                                         
E-mail: Mike97th@myeastern.com 

Newsletter Co-editors                       
Walt & Melitta Fort                        
1048 Buckingham Dr.                                   
Allentown, PA 18103-9785                                       
Tel: (610)740-0808                             
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com 

Visit our Website:         
www.triedandtrue.org 

Send any information pertaining to           
the 97th Signal Battalion to:                   
Jon Kilburn, Webmaster &                       
Cyberland guru                                          
PO BOX 1337                                           
Warren, MI 48090                                           
E-mail: Jkilburn@Kilburn.org 

Online Community: 

There is an online forum on Delphi, 
where members have an opportunity 
to “express their own personal views 
about different topics”. The online 
community is called “97th Signal 
Battalion Association”.  The Forum 
can be reached at: 

http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/                                                           
The messages are:                        
http://forums.delphiforums.com/Tried 
andTrue/ messages 

  

 

Note: 

• Please read the Presidents letter on 
p. 2 carefully. 

• The Communicator is now online            
p. 3 

• “SNOWBIRDS” 
please read p. 4 

• Veterans Benefit 
Update p. 16 

• Lots of information about the San Diego 
Reunion in 2006 

 

Send us more : 

• Recalling your military service for our 
Your Story column.  

• Other eventful happenings are also of 
interest. 

• News of anniversaries  

97th Signal Battalion Association 

Those Who Served 1942 to 1993 

Mini—Reunion  in Germany,                    
Fall 2005   

Schöne und Fröhliche Reise! 
We have been promised a full report 

in form of a travel story with pictures. 

Ladies,   

Please read the 97th Ladies’ page, and 
consider doing some volunteering.                   
It will be gratifying for everyone. 

Thank you.  
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     Mike Taptick informed me that 14 copies of the past issue were 
returned to him at $1.06 each. These have to be re-sent at another 
$1.06 per copy; all because someone failed to send their new 
address to the Secretary, Mike Taptick. The more members can 
be signed up for e-mail notification the more the Association will 
save publishing the newsletter. 

     Some of our members who do not have the availability of a com-
puter may still be waiting for their copy of the Communicator to ar-
rive while a total of 48 members, wives and children are enjoying 
themselves in Germany. We will be staying in Sindelfingen, visiting 
Stuttgart, Böblingen, Tübingen, Cannstatter Volksfest, Heidelberg 
and Burg Hohenzollern. There will be a descriptive narrative of our 
trip in the December 2005 issue. 

     Now is the time to start thinking about traveling out to San Diego, 
CA for the National Reunion to be held 30 April—6 May 2006. You 
can read more about it in the next three issues of the Communicator. 
According to James Dykes, all is ready for our arrival in San Diego. 

T & T  

Charles R. Hornsby,   

President—97th Signal Battalion Association                                                            

 

 

                       

   

Always 

Looking for a few Good Men!!! 
Requirements: one meeting per year 
and a big heart.                                                                                           
Compensation: satisfaction of making                    
a contribution to the Association. 
We need VOLUNTEERS to serve on the Board 
and also lend a helping hand—or two—with 
some other tasks.                    

Be a Director—make a difference! 

Important 
Don’t forget to renew your member-
ship!  To receive the ROSTER and                 
COMMUNICATOR you have to be up 
to date with your dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and other 
addresses; it’s vital we get the             
CORRECT information. 

NOTE: 

     Please, send any  admin-
istrative  news— items per-
taining to new membership, 
change of addresses (incl. e-
mail), illnesses, deaths no-
tices— to the  

Secretary/Treasurer  

Mike Taptick. 

NOTICE: 

George Case                      
has assumed the              

position of                             
Supply Sergeant             

as of February 2005. 
 

See Order Form              
Supply Depot page 

Dear Tried and Truers; 

    The time has flown by since our National Reunion, which was held in 
Florence, KY. The older we get, it seems time just flies by ever so much 
faster. The summer of 2005 is coming to an end and not any too soon. It 
appears, the East Coast, the West Coast and Southern states have had 
their hot days and some really hot days.                                                           

     I read over the President’s Corner in the June 2005 issue and found 
where I failed to thank Robert and Linda Sentell for the outstanding reun-
ion they hosted in Florence in May 2005. A great big thanks to them belat-
edly.                         

   As I stated in the June 2005 issue of the Communicator, cost control will 
be the main item of concern  this year. A few weeks ago, I sent out a mes-
sage  to all members with computers, requesting a reply to which of the 
following ways they wished to receive their copy of the Communicator:                                                                                  
1. Receive a notice by e-mail that the latest copy is now available on-line; 
2. Have a hard-copy mailed to them; 3. Would like to receive a hard copy 
and a notification by e-mail. We have on the Roster 267 members with 
computers. Of this number, only 61 members took the time to answer my 
message. Of the number that replied, 40 members wish to receive their 
copies by e-mail, 12 members still wish to receive a hard copy and e-mail. 
By foregoing the expense of printing 40 copies and mailing 40 copies at 
bulk rate, starting with this issue, we will save $46.20 per issue. This will 
amount to an annual saving of $187.20. There is another expense, which 
only you, the members, can help control—the numbers of returned copies 
of the Communicator and Annual Roster. These items are returned be-
cause of no forwarding address. 
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Administrative Notices/News 

President’s Message… The View From Here 

  

Dave Harris...                 
..is now the                                                    
Publicity Director of the 97th Signal 
Battalion Association  and Historian 
of the Association. 

Historian e-mail:                    
Army97thsbhistry@aol.com 

PIO e-mail:              
Army97thsbpio@aol.com 

 

Assistant Historian and Public 
Information Director                            
Jim O’Kelley                                                   
e-mail: jim97sig@sbcglobal.net 

 

The Communicator 



     Welcome New Members                                          
 

Hans H. & Patricia Ziegler                                                     
8 Ivory Rock Road, Levittown, PA 19057-2220;                     
Tel.: 215-547-0167; CO B 66-69                                        
Richard L. Howell                                                                
PO BOX 111, Clipper Mills, CA 95930;                                
Tel.: 530-675-2164; CO B 65-67                                          
Archie Everett                                                                       
6130 Monterey Hwy. #87, San Jose, CA 95138-1713;    
Tel.: not available                                                                    
Holland M. Aughtman, Jr. & Brenda Aughtman                   
1530 Judge Road, Hope Hull, AL 36043;                             
Tel.: 334-548-6227; CO A 61-63                                         
Kenneth R. & Ruth Webb                                                   
151 Crabtree Drive, Levittown, PA 19055;                             
Tel.: 215-946-1304; CO B 66-67                                          
Raymond H. “Big Daddy” & Sherry Lyell                              
1482 Central Ave., Barborusville, WV 25504;                       
Tel.: 304-736-6999; CO C 63-67                                            
Joseph S. & Wilma Lakowsky                                             
205 Cathy Ln., Lakewood, NJ 08701;                                     
Tel.: 732-364-5788; A CO (Mannheim) 59-63  

Editors’ note:      We apologize for any errors—particularly names misspelled, e-mails mixed up; no malice intended. We have 
to rely on various sources for information, and we are trying our best to be accurate. Please check your updated e-mail lists, 
rosters and newsletter when they are published. 

Membership News & Services 
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THE COMMUNICATOR IS NOW ONLINE; 

Members, Associates, Families and Friends; 

     As some of you know, I have set up the last two editions of The 
Communicator online, in a secure area of the 97th Signal Battalion 
Association website,  www.triedandtrue.org . 

Walt Fort converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be 
easily viewed, printed, and/or saved with Adobe’s Acrobat Reader. 
These two issues and any following issues will have color pictures 
and graphics where available. There is a link on the page for 
downloading the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if you 
don’t already have it loaded on your computer. 

You may forward this message to all of the Association members, 
Associates and their families.  

The access is Username & Password protected to keep the infor-
mation from getting into the hands of spammers. As added secu-
rity, there is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link 
below and use the Username & Password in lower case, exactly 
as shown below; so either bookmark the page, or better yet, keep 
a copy of this message for reference.: 

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/ 

Username: 97thnews                                                                     
Password: communicator 

Jon Kilburn,                                                                                                   
Webmaster                                                                                                
e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org                                                
or:        jon@kilburn.org                                             
www.triedandtrue.org                                                                           

E-Mail Addresses of new members are further in this issue 
under new/corrected  E-mail.                             

A great big WELCOME to all new  members. We hope to 
see many of you at the National and Mini-reunions! 

Letter from the Secretary Mike Taptick; 

Ladies and Gentleman, I am passing on a letter from Dave Harris to Gene Darmstedter. All those interested in heading up 
the Locator Team, please advise Gene. 

As I have mentioned to the President, there comes a time when one must face reality and say, “Give it up, you have accom-
plished all you can”. That time has arrived for this old soldier to relinquish all his duties and just lay back and watch as the 
world goes by. The prime reason for this decision is, the back pain is always there and I feel I can’t perform the job on the 
Membership Committee required in that position. Hence Gene, I must give up all my responsibilities of the job. I request, you 
advise me with whom I should make arrangements to pass on the ID# and Password for our Locator Program. I must also 
advise the Locateme.com company of the new person and e-mail address to send all correspondence relating to our commit-
tee. 

I knew that sooner or later, this day would arrive, however, it came sooner than I expected. It is time for this old “Maverick” to 
lay it all down and enjoy the remaining time I have on this wonderful planet of ours. 

Hope to hear from you very soon, Gene, as I would wish to get it all done ASAP. 

Take care old friend. 

T&T, Dave 

NOTE: Haroland (Pat) Patterson is the newest Member of the Locator Team. 



  

All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 

 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. 
Make corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                     
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published 
in the subsequent newsletter.  

 When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your 
e-mail or any pertinent item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We 
try very hard to keep the Active Roster up to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on 
to your last retreat. 

Charlie Hornsby,  

Keeper of the Roster ; e-mail 97th business only: army97thsb.v-p@verizon.net  

Where is my Newsletter?                                         

We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

• I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.  
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

• Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”  
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to Mike Taptick in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                             
  SECRETARY : Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT, 06382.                                
   

Issue 3, September 2005 Page 4 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 

REMARKS: 



 

         As required by Association By-Laws this is to notify members that          
Assn. Dues are payable in January of each year.                    

  

Please make checks payable to: 97th Sig Bn Assn. 

      Send to : Mike Taptick— Secretary,  

    3 High Ridge Circle,  

    Uncasville, CT 06382 

   Have you thought about becoming a “Lifetime Member”? The cost is $125.00. 

Members may pay their lifetime membership in four consecutive monthly payments of $31.25. Some members also take ad-
vantage of paying their membership two or more years in advance; just a thought. 

   Quite a few members have let their membership lapse for various reasons. If members see or hear from their friends, 
please encourage them to remain active in the Association by rejoining. 

 

Dues are $10.00 annually; $125.00 for Lifetime Membership. Please use Dues Form below.  

NAME:  ASN: 

NEW/RENEW 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

LIFETIME $125.00     

INSTALLMENTS:   Month 1: $31.25 Month 2: $31.25 Month 3: $31.25 Month 4: $31.25  

√ Check one of the methods of payment 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS: 

NEW ADDRESS: 

EFFECTIVE DATE:                                  TEL.#                           E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Cut along dotted line 

Cut along dotted line 

ADDRESS CHANGE 
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Taps 

          

      Eugene Darmstedter is the As-
sociation Membership Chairman. He 

asks that each of us reach back in our memory bank 
and come up with some names from those days 
when we were  in Germany. It’s important to find 
more of our younger guys who served from 1965 and 
later. We have to use any type of search available to 
us. You may send names to Eugene via: 

E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        
Blasdell, NY 14219                                                                               
Tel: (716) 822-2380                           
  

      These members are ill, and would 
appreciate cards, phone calls, etc. We 
hope, many are on the way to recovery, 
and/or are well again.                                          

Tom McMahon                Betty Davis                                                              
Karl Weaver                    Phil Smith                                           
Joyce Bury                                                              
Janice Barnhart                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Lou Nava recently encountered a lot of seri-
ous problems 

 

 

 If a member hears of another ill member, 
please notify Andy Whitton so that he 
may send get well wishes on behalf of the 
Association. 

Andrew Whitton, 70 Blanchard Rd.,   
Marlton, NJ 08053-2943;                                
Tel.:(856) 983-7587 

Michael Chambers, April 2005                
Col. Edmond P. Abood, June 2005         
Donald R. Moe, Oct. 21 1992 

Remembering our Comrades 
who have taken their Last 

Retreat 

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 
A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

Cut along dotted line 

ill members…     ...keep in touch 

Lots of knee replacements & 
other types of “renewal” proce-

dures are being done, and                        
they keep a lot of members on 

the go, go, go...              
Let’s all stay well and keep in touch!!! 

 

A Record Number of New Members 

It seems that all the work of                      
“FINDING BUDDIES” is paying off!!! Thanks to the 
recent efforts of our “RECRUITERS”, It certainly 
shows in the steady growth in the total mem-
bership; especially since the beginning of the 

year.  

Everybody try and find an old buddy! 

William Guettler recalls  some 
memories about Lt. Gainey involving 
Major Abood on p. 17.                                
While William was serving in the 
97th from 60-63, Abood was the 
battalion exec. Officer with the rank 
of Major. He had a Porsche w/US 
Armed Forces #97 license plates. He 
was well known for being Gung Ho. 
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      The Association has estab-
lished a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”. 
This fund is used for any of our mem-
bers who are unable to attend our 
reunions because of financial consid-
erations. 

   Should any of our comrades wish to 
attend the reunions, please contact 
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators: 
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell (St. Helen, MI). Any 
information regarding this plan is 
treated as “Confidential”, and not 
made available to the general mem-
bership. 

   If any member is aware of another 
member being in need of such assis-
tance, please notify one of the Fund 
Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such service, 
can arrive in the reunion city, we will 
assist with the lodging and banquet. 

 

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th             
         is Alive and Well”. 

Mini-Reunion                           

Böblingen, Germany 2005           

National Reunion                            

April 30th—May 6th 2006                    
San Diego, CA   
Mini-Reunion                                    

September or October  2006              
Clear Lake, Iowa 

   Dave Harris and Bob Sentell 
developed a package of       
detailed guidelines and 

forms to be sent to Convention Cen-
ters/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. 
for our reunions. This is a very valuable 
tool for anyone who considers hosting a 
reunion; it minimizes the stress of deal-
ing with various offices and people.  

Please contact Bob Sentell (coordinator 
for reunions) for this material. 

   New recommendations for              
hosting the Mini-Reunions                      

are also in place.  

       

      We have gained many new 
members in the past few years, 

and the reunions 
will be growing 
steadily; we 
need                                  
more helping 
hands. 

                                                             

Please consider being a host for 
a reunion in the years ahead. It’s 
never too early! 
       If two or three members get to-
gether to hold a reunion, it would be 
so much easier for everyone. The 
more the merrier; it’s less of a burden 
just for one host, and can be lots of 
fun, too. 

By helping with some of the 
tasks—like serving on the reun-
ion committee—members will 
feel more involved in the future 
of the Association! 

Note: 

Volunteers 

wanted 

What’s Your Name? 

   Arrangements have been made to procure  per-
manent name tags for members, spouses and 
guests. The tags have black lettering on a yellow 
background with the 97th Crest on the upper left, 
and crossed signal flags on the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by sending  

$4.75 per tag to Mike Taptick, 3 High Ridge Circle, Uncasville, CT 06382-2086 with the necessary information.  

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $4.75 $ Add $1.00 up to $ 

  ENCLOSED $  

Mark Your Calendars! 

SOLD OUT 
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97th Signal Battalion Association Eighteenth Annual Reunion                                                     
April 30 through May 6, 2006                                                                              

Holiday Inn San Diego Bayside,                                                                             
4875 North Harbor Drive                                                                                  

San Diego, California  92106-2394                                                                           
Reservations: Tel.: 800-662-8899                                                                            

Tel.: 619-224-3621                                      

 

Room Rate: $99.00 + Tax                                                                                                                                                 
Room Rate three days before and three days after reunion will depend on availability                                                      
Rooms Blocked—60;  

Plan early 
NOTE: The Holiday Inn Bayside hosts up to 40 Military Reunions each year, and I believe that they pro-
vide an excellent value for the Dollar. 
LOCATION 
Located across from America’s Cup Harbor and San Diego Bay, the Holiday Inn Bayside is conveniently 
close to all of San Diego’s attractions. Parks, beaches and world class shopping are all just minutes away. 
Airport: 1.5 miles; Amtrak: 4.5 miles; Bus Terminal: 5.0 mile; Downtown: 3.0 miles 
 
HOTEL FACILITIES 
Restaurant—Point Loma Café 
Hours:  6am—10pm Sunday—Thursday                                                                                                      
 6am– 11pm Friday and Saturday                                                                                                
 Home style cooking ; most entrees under $10.00; Senior discounts offered 
Bayside Bar  
The Bayside bar offers a light fare menu—including appetizers, sandwiches, salads and 
more.                 Happy hour specials are offered Monday through Friday, featuring 
drink specials and free hors-d’oeuvres for hotel guests.                                                                                                   
Hours:  Monday—Friday 2pm to Closing                                                                                                        
 Saturday  - Sunday 9am to Closing   
A list of restaurants will be available at the reunion. There are seven restaurants within walking distance 
 
TRANSPORTATION     
Complimentary Airport, Amtrak & Bus Terminal Shuttle Service is provided.                                           
Complimentary Shuttle Service can be arranged for local shopping and to the Balboa Park & 
the Zoo.    
 
OTHER          
Complimentary one hour welcome reception;                                                                                           
Soft drinks, beer, wine  and hors– d’oeuvres.                                                                                          
Each attendee will receive a welcome letter and a box of chocolates.                                                    
Battalion name will be displayed on the hotel marquee. 
Concierge Desk 
The bell staff will assist in planning activities, purchasing discount tickets to attractions and making din-
ner reservations. 
Front Desk Safety Deposit Boxes.                                                                                                               
Free open Parking. 
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Bottle Shop—Gifts, Souvenirs and Sundries;                                                                                                                     
Laundry facilities;                                                                                                                                                              
Same day Valet Service (Monday—Saturday);                                                                                                                   
Complimentary Daily Newspaper;                                                                                                                                       
Disabled Access areas;                                                                                                                                                      
Business Center open 24hrs. Daily; 

 

ROOM FACILITIES 

237 Rooms (Handicapped, Non-smoking & Suites) 

Many Amenities—incl. High speed internet access/voicemail;                                                                                            
Room Service: 6am—10pm Sunday—Thursday                                                                                                                    
            6am—11pm Friday & Saturday 

 

BANQUET FACILITIES 

The banquet rooms can be transformed to reflect the most discriminating of tastes. And 
outdoors, the tropical courtyard provides a picture perfect setting for receptions, ban-
quets or reunions. 

 

RECREATION 

On premises: Heated pool & Jacuzzi 8am-11pm                                                                                                                
            Exercise Room 5;30 am—11pm                                                                                                                    
            9-Hole Putting Course                                                                                                                               
            Shuffleboard 9am—dusk                                                                                                                       
            Outdoor Pool Table 9am—dusk                                                                                                                    
            Bike Rentals—first 2 hrs. free   

Near by:     Waterfront Restaurant & Lounge (complimentary shuttle)                                                                    
           Beaches (2 miles );  Sport Fishing (adjacent)                                                                                              
           Golf Courses (2 miles); Tennis courses (2 miles); Walking & Jogging Paths                                                  
           Dinner Cruises (2 miles)  

WEATHER 

May—High 69 degrees—Low 58 degrees; Humidity 70%; Rainfall 0.24 inch. ; Sunshine 59%. 

 

MEXICO 

Planning a visit to Mexico?                                                                                                                                    
The San Diego Visitors Planning Guide states that when crossing back into San Diego,                             
US Citizens must show proof of Citizenship (Passport or Birth certificate—original or notarized—with 
photo ID).                                          Something to heed!!!  (Ed.)             
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SIGHTSEEING 

San Diego has many tourist attractions and it will be impossible to visit them all within a one week stay. 
Most tourist attractions and shopping can be reached by using the San Diego’s outstanding public transpor-
tation system; sightseeing expenses can be significantly reduced by using the public transportation system. 

BUS STOP —one block from the Hotel—Seniors $1.00                                                                                                      
TAXI— Taxi stand in front of the hotel (five people ride for the price of one). 

No visit to San Diego would be complete unless you have visited Balboa Park, Old Town San Diego and the 
Cabrillo National Monument.                                          

Balboa Park is San Diego’s Cultural Center. Home of 15 museums, various performing arts and international 
organizations as well as the San Diego Zoo, Balboa Park is the largest urban cultural park in the nation. Bal-
boa Park is also renowned for it’s horticultural treasures on it’s 1200 acres: brilliant displays of seasonal 
flowers, eight gardens including an award-winning rose garden and a Japanese Garden, rare exotic plant spe-
cies, shady groves of trees and green rolling lawns.   

Restaurants: The Prado Restaurant, Balboa Food and Wine School and the Tea Pavilion at the Japanese 
Friendship Garden.                                                                                                                                               
Enjoy music, outdoor activities, recreation, hiking, free tours, entertainment and plenty of café and food 
cart locations.                                                                                                                                              
Look for current special events taking place in the park.    

Historic Old Town preserves San Diego’s Mexican Heritage with interesting shops, galleries, restaurants and 
entertainment.  

The Cabrillo National Monument presents a fantastic view of the San Diego Bay, the City of San Diego, the 
surrounding area and its historical significance. 

                                                                                                                                 
Old Town Trolley Tours: San Diego’s only regularly scheduled on-and-off fully narrated tour of San Diego and 
Coronado. It combines colorful anecdotes, humorous stories and well-researched historical facts into a fast 
moving, fully narrated tour, that is both entertaining and educational.                                                              
TROLLEY STOPS: Old Town State Park; Cruise Ship Terminal; Midway Aircraft Carrier Museum. Seaport 
Village; Marriot Hotel & Marina; Upper Gas lamp; Lower Gas lamp; Coronado; San Diego Zoo; El Prado Mu-
seum. $20.00 with 15 person minimum.    

HARBOUR CRUISE:  2 Hours—$20.00 with 20 person minimum; Transportation to & from the 
tour terminal included.                                                                                                                                                        
CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT will be planned, using public transportation (Bus); Seniors 
$1.00 each way and admission to the park $3.00.    

GOLF PUTTING tournament being planned (Hotel  9-hole putting course). Johnnie Albritton has been desig-
nated as the Supreme Golf Coordinator.       

97th RED HAT LADIES: will be working with Melitta Fort on their activities (see Ladies page). 

 

Final Plans should be complete and published in the DECEMBER issue of the COMMUNICATOR.                         
Any questions? Give me a call, and if I don’t have the answer, I’ll get it.          

J. Dykes.                     



          We have had a few contributions in the News-
letter—from some of our members about their mili-
tary service— especially those who have been in 
Germany during WWII. 

   It is so important to hear about members’ experi-
ences which shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of 
stories that would be interesting to the group. 

   We have published several of those accounts so far, and 
hope, it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We 
invite any comments/suggestions. 

   If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the 
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a                     
mail-in form for written responses because some members are 
not able to attend the reunions. 

   On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a 
guideline for members to think about when they are being inter-
viewed (It was formerly called Story Time). 

   The Interview Form (two pages) is on the last pages of the 
NEWSLETTER for your convenience. However, in order to 
save some postage, we will insert those forms only once a 
year.  

 

Why did you join, and how old were you?                               
What was your occupation at the time?                                      
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional 
training?                                                                                                   
What and where was/were your assignments)?                        
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                              
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of 
the world?                                                                                               
When, where, how long?                                                         
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that 
generation)                                                                                                  
When did you come home?                                                           
What did you do after you returned home?                                    
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your 
future?                                                                                         

   Any additional information is welcome. We also would like 
pictures in uniform and a recent  photograph (original 
prints if possible for better reproduction). 

 

Your Story... 

Here is a real bizarre story for you…                                                       
by Steve Solot 

We live in Del Webb’s Sun City Palm Desert 
which, as you know, is an over 55 Adult Com-
munity. It’s really like an adult Club Med. Lots 
of clubs to join and activities to take part in. It’s 
sort like “Summer Camp”.  

   Do you happen to remember a guy named 
Leonard Landy. Len had bright red hair, was in 
HQ CO. and worked in the Battalion Legal De-
partment ( alongside of Ed McGee). Anyway, 
Len lives down here also. Last year I was at a 
party for the UCLA/USC football game, and he 
was there. I heard his voice at the bar and re-
membered him except now his hair is completely 
white; BUT I remembered the voice. I went over 
to him and said “Weren’t you in Germany in the 
97th Sig Bn, and didn’t you have bright red 
hair???” 

   It completely blew him away that I remem-
bered him. He remembered me too after we 
talked a bit. This is 45 years since we had even 
seen each other. Is that weird or what??? 

    Message from Jon Kilburn noticed in the GUESTBOOK 

Please read and assist if you can.                                                                      
Glory Simpson, Bonney Lake, WA  

   My father served in the 97th in 1945 and 1946. His name was Eric 
Lavere Frisell. It is a bit confusing because on some of his letters that 
I have, it says he was in the 97th sig. co. —- unit 445, but also some of 
them say 62nd sig. Bn. — unit 547. When he was in the 62nd he was a 
Sgt, and when he was in the 97th, I think, he had a different rank; I 
can’t read the writing very well. So that is all I have for now. I am look-
ing for anybody that might have served with him, and if they might have 
any pictures with him of that time, as we have no pictures of when he 

served in the Army. Hoping to hear from anybody out there. 

These stories—recalled by various people—are of great 
interest , and actually could jog                                           

some peoples’ memories?  

A forward from Charley Hornsby 

Hello;   I am a member of the Queen’s Regimental Association 
(British Army), and was going back over my unit history in or-

der to put together an      article for my branch 
newsletter of the time when our two units were 
linked.                                                                                               
I saw your message on the guestbook of the 97th;  
I thought, you might have some cuttings or photos 

of the time when in 1974 some members of the 97th at Coleman 
Barracks attended a field training camp in England. I have a 
few photos and  a list of names, and I thought it a good idea if I 
could contact them, so they might be made honorary members 
of our branch of the Association. Although my old unit has un-
dergone many changes over the years, back in 1974 it was              
D coy 5th Bn , the Queen’s Regiment, and n 1975 it was B 
coy6/7th Bn The Queen’s Regt. It would be nice to hear from 
them again. Hope you can help. 

Kind regards, George Parker 
More stories on p. 13 

Page 11 The Communicator 



    

It would be helpful if you could include ad-
dresses, telephone numbers, websites, e-mail 
addresses along with the other information. 

   We believe that fair evaluations—good, bad 
and otherwise—of places, services, and prices 

would help members in the planning of future trips–
national and international, wherever you dream to go. 
It could also inspire some to go and see for them-
selves. 

   Keeping a trip diary helps remembering all the 
happenings. Please, also enclose some pictures; we 
will return the originals promptly. 

     

    Thank you! 

 

 

To inspire your contributions                        
follow these guidelines: 

 

Where did you travel?                                                       
When? The time of year, etc.                                                
What type of transportation did you use, and 
cost? i.e. Airline bargains; auto rentals; train and 
bus travel.                                                         
What kind of accommodations did you have? Ho-
tel rates; B & B’s; Pensions.                                                                        
Who arranged your travels? Tour agencies; travel 
agents; consolidators.                                                
Yourself – with help of the internet.                                                                    
What did you see and do? Special sightseeing 
places; cultural events, etc.           

T
R
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Just an idea: The female part of the editors receives postcards from her well—traveled German 
and British friends; they are always “auf Achse” (on the move). If you send us a postcard, we will 
scan it and print it in the Newsletter. 

German Phrase of  the  Month:                       
All of you must have heard/used a lot of                

similar phrases.   Wer “A” sagt, muß auch “B” sagen! In for a penny, in for a pound! 

 Men’s Bookshelf 
   Gary Craig seems to be the only reader of the 97th ? 

He sent in his recommendation for a good read:  

“No Place Like Home” by Mary Higgins Clark 

  It would be great if you could suggest some favorite 
books to the readers of this Newsletter.  

It’s not nice to deface a Mercedes.                                                                  
An incident recalled by William Guettler 

     When I arrived at Panzer in Jan. of 1961, I was in “B” Co in Lt. 
Webb’s Platoon. I was a newly graduated 053 out of Fort Gordon. 
Lt. Freed was the CO at that time. A few months after my arrival , 
Lt. Gainey took over as CO. I don’t know what he was doing prior 
to that.                                                                                                            
My only contact with Lt. Gainey before he took over command of 
“B” CO was in the parking lot of the Officer’s Club. A few of us 
were returning from a night of beer drinking in Böblingen and I had 
to relieve myself. I was not going to make it back to the barracks, 
so I picked the only obvious location—the tire of a huge Mercedes 
Benz in the Officer’s Club parking lot. Before I could finish up, Lt. 
Gainey appeared out of nowhere and nailed me. He took my ID 

card and let me go.                                                                                            
The next morning at work formation, I was told to 
report to the CO”s office. After Lt. Freed told me “at 
ease”, he handed me my ID card. He said, that Lt. 
Gainey had presented it to him the previous evening 
under suspicious circumstances and had refused to 
tell him how he had obtained it. He said, Lt. Gainey 
might have told him what was up, but that he was 
laughing so hard, he couldn’t speak. I didn’t offer any 

explanation and Lt. Freed dismissed me with a cautionary com-
ment to the effect that I had better watch myself. I found out 40 
years later that the car belonged to Major Abood. Not long after the 
incident Major Abood got rid of the Benz and purchased his Por-
sche. I don’t believe the stories about Major Abood selling the 
Benz because an unknown private had p…d on it’s tire.                                                                
A few weeks after that incident, Lt. Gainey took over “B” CO. He 
never said a word to me about it, and tried to never do anything 
that would remind him of it.  

I served under five or six COs and a host of platoon 
leaders and other leaders during my tour, and they 
all were good officers from my vantage point. Lt. 
Gainey however, was a terrific leader and gentle-
man. Things I learned watching Lt. Gainey have 
never failed me. I profited personally and profes-
sionally by following his example as closely as pos-
sible.  
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Dress-up could be for the                                                    
National Reunion only? 

           It seems that future gatherings of 
the 97th Red Hat     Ladies should be held at the main 
reunions—according to some comments heard... 

      ..it could be an annual event, a tradition perhaps, but it 
can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. One 
lady (or more) who live(s) in the reunion area, could host the 
“Adventure”, and work with the Reunion Host on place & 
time. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead of time, so it can 
be published in the Communicator.                                            
Having something in common like this creates a bond of 
friendship. It also would be a nice way to welcome new 

member spouses to the Association.  

PLEASE, Ladies living in the San 
Diego Area volunteer to preside 
over an outing to the Japanese 
Friendship Garden in Balboa Park 

for Tea/Lunch? It’s not a big job—just a little 
organizational talent; Jim Dykes will have  infor-
mation on it. 

“Grow old with me, the best is yet                 
to be.”              Robert Browning       Many members are reaching—or have reached—the 25 or 50+ landmark, 

and newlyweds; we would like to acknowledge that important milestone. 
Please let us know who is “eligible”. 
P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo of the couple would be great! We will re-
turn them if they are originals. 

97TH  Red  Hat Ladies 

    Keeping in touch... 

   At our reunion meeting in Pittsburgh, it was de-
cided that the Association would keep sending the 
“Communicator” to all those women who were married to 
active 97th members who passed on. There are many of 
them who continue to be involved in the Association, and 
who find the warmth of good friends comforting after they are 
widowed. One of the problems of keeping them informed is 
that some—but not all—seem to drop out of sight. The wives 
of active members may want to consider taking up the pro-
ject of keeping in touch with them and personally invite 
them to the reunions.    
                                                                             
   Emilio Bandiero, WOC 56-58. 

97th Ladies 

Ladies, please read the note below from Emilio Bandiero; 
it is really a wonderful idea we might discuss at the next 

reunion! It could become our “sisterhood mission”?  
Anyone willing to get a list to do the invitation?                                                                                                                   

The Family of Major Aldrich                                              
attended the Banquet at the Reunion in Kentucky and 
formally made their father’s SCHOLARSHIP BEQUEST 
to the Association;  they appreciated very much the 

invitation to the event. 

It would be great if members made contributions to 
the fund to make it grow into a  worthwhile endeavor 

for the Association. 

Morton L. Axelrod and 
Kaye Schonback                                     
were married on                      
June 26, 2005. 

Many Happy Returns. 
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     The NEW and IMPROVED TRICARE site: 

 

The Health Affairs (HA) and TRICARE Manage-
ment Activity (TMA) websites have merged. 

   The site  www.tricare.osd.mil has many upgrades, includ-
ing an improved search engine, text-only A to Z browsing, 
more quick links and resources, and consolidated news. Users 
will find the site easier to navigate for regional information, fact 
sheets, the TRICARE Handbook and policy information.  

   As part of the site consolidation, the search capabilities has 
been enhanced to produce more organized results, including 
new search options. Search tips help the infrequent Internet 
user, while resources flank the search results section to help 
users locate information. The search upgrade also includes 
the ability to search different categories simultaneously. These 
can be as general or specific as the user needs, such as 
searching the entire site for a specific area (e.g., web sites, 
TRICARE Handbook, news releases, fact sheets, etc.). 

 

Roland Martin’s PC  Corner 
     Tried and Truers, 

          As 150 of you know, I have been furnishing 
computer tips/information to you since August 
1998. It is something that helps keep me off the 
street :-)                                                                         Many of 
us change ISP’s or E-mail clients from time to time. And it 
these times when we might just happen to forget to notify ALL 
people in our Address Books of the changes of e-mail Address. 
When one has a heavy volume of e-mail, it is rather frustrating 
when my messages are undeliverable due to address changes 
or “mail box full”, etc.                                   

It would greatly simplify my existence if, when you change your 
ISP/E-mail Client/E-mail address, or if you simply do not desire 
to receive my tips/retiree-veterans health care information, drop 
me a note to notify me of same. PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK ME 
AS A SPAMMER. 

If you have been receiving my tips/information, and suddenly 
realize (after making one of the above mentioned changes) that 
you are no longer receiving my messages, please notify me. Or 
if you have not been participating and would like to, please 
drop me a note and I’ll be glad to either reinstate you or add 
your name to one of my lists.                                                                         
I am not difficult to reach:                                         

I DO NOT send jokes or “sympathy” type messages.                                       
I DO NOT “forward” >>>>>messages.                                                                  
I DO NOT send “politically oriented” messages.                                                                  
I DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS—–unless specifically  requested by an 
individual member for such. 

 r2j7mart@knology.net.     

 

Tip: 
Here’s a neat way to help check out unusual file extension mean-
ings: http://filext.com. 

Those on my tips list have received the following on more than 
one occasion, but I thought EVERYBODY could benefit from this 
method of courteously sending e-mails to large groups.                                      

What I want to discuss is the use of BCC (Blind carbon copy) to 
send e-mail to multiple addresses. Nobody likes to receive an e-
mail with something like 40 or 50 other addresses listed at the top in 
“pretty blue font.” I know that I don’t; my three e-mail lists total 186 
addresses. Sooo, if you are not familiar with the use of this feature - 
I am sure all e-mail programs have - here is a short bit for you to 
read and HEED!!!... Roland 

It works this way: (for me anyway). I send a tip to three large groups 
of people. In the TO line, I put my own address, then type the name 
of my mailing list(s) in the BCC line (in parenthesis). Each recipient 
sees only his address in the TO and FROM lines. There is no evi-
dence on the e-mail that it went out to other people.                         
*This is the ONLY way to forward jokes, angel poems, and 
even items of great interest to large groups...like us.*                 
All e-mail programs have a BCC area. In some cases you have to 
hunt for it. 

Start a new message and then:                                                                          
In Outlook, if BCC isn’t showing, create a message, and from the 
View menu click BCC Field. In Outlook Express click View>> All 
Headers. In Netscape click the To button, the double click BCC. In 
AOL put the BCC addresses in the Copy To box, using parenthe-
ses. BCC is immediately available in Eudora, Hotmail and Yahoo! 
The option there is in the new message window. 

T & T,  Roland                                                                                                           
God Bless America!                                                                                                  
VISIT  -  http://mrgrg-ms.org 
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     Military Health Benefits                                                                    important information about TRICARE and 

Suggestion: cut out information and put in your wallet. 

     By now  you should have received a notice in the mail from           
Wisconsin Physician Service, the TRICARE contractor.                        
Copied the following information for your convenience from their site:  
http://www.tricare4u.com. (This information is not in their information 
brochure).                                                                                              
The TRICARE Regions will be transitioned to the new contractor on a 
staggered basis. The schedule, by regions below:                             

TRANSITION SCHEDULE                                                                        
As the regions listed below are transferred to WPS-TRICARE For Life, 
your information will be carried over beginning on the date outlined be-
low. You may register on or after your transition date. 

Region 11 (excl. Alaska)       4/1/2004                   
Regions 2 & 5   6/1/2004                      
Regions 9, 10, Hawaii & Alaska 7/1/2004               
Regions 3, 4 & Puerto Rico  8/1/2004                                
Region 1    9/1/2004                                
Region 7 & 8   10/1/2004                                 
Region 6    11/1/2004 

There is a place where one can “register” at their site. Am not positive if 
that is even necessary, since all records/accountability are supposed to 
be transferred automatically to WPS from Human, etc. But I will register 
just to see what happens (on 1 August, the effective transition date for 
District 4).  

A map with the regions and 800 numbers has been published in an 
earlier COMMUNICATOR. [the ed.]    
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For more information on Military Health Care, please contact Roland 
Martin, who has done much research in his quest to get the government 
to take care of our Veterans. 

     Important News 
Benefits Update: 

1. If you need to find information concerning the Combat-
Related Special Compensation Program, go to : 
https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/crsc/ 

2. Concurrent Receipt: is now officially named Concurrent 
Retirement and Disability Pay (CRDP). 

Eligibility:                                                                                   
to qualify for Current Receipt you must: Be a Military 
Retiree with 20 or more years of service, Incl. : Chapter 
61 Medical Retirees with 20 years or more. National 
Guard and Reserve with 20 or more good years. Tempo-
rary Early Retirement Authority (TERA) Retirees may 
also be eligible. Have a Service-related VA disability 
rating of 50% or higher. 

The Value of the CRDP Benefit:                                                            
In January of 2004 “qualified retirees” started receiving the 
monthly retirement increase. The following table is a sampling 
of appr. how much extra you may get each month over the 
next 3 years and the final full concurrent pay for 2014, based 
on your VA disability rating. 

Note: The amount you receive cannot exceed the amount of 
your actual military retirement. 

The Application Process:                                                        
Fortunately Concurrent Receipt is automatic. If you qualify 
you will automatically see an increase in your monthly retire-
ment check. 

Question 1: Do all retirees with a VA-rated disability qualify? 
Answer: The law stipulates that retirees must have twenty or 
more years of active duty (20 yrs. of service for the purposes 
of computing retired pay). Medical disability retirees with 20 
years or more service are eligible to receive this new com-
pensation. National Guard and Reserves are also eligible if 
they have completed 20 or more good years of service.                    
Question 2: Do I have to have a VA disability rating to qualify? 
Answer: Yes. To qualify, the disability must be rated at 50% 
or higher.                                                                                   
Question 3: Do I have to apply for concurrent receipt?      
Answer: No. Concurrent receipt will automatically begin to 
phase in starting in January 2004.                                   
Question 4: How will I be paid?                                                  
Answer: The VA disability compensation will automatically be 
added to your regular retirement pay.                                  
Question 5: When will the payments begin?                       
Answer: You will begin receiving your concurrent receipt pay-
ments with your January 2004 paychecks, paid on Feb.1st. 
Question 6: How much will I get paid?                                    
Answer: If you Qualify for concurrent receipt you can expect 
to see a flat rate increase based on your VA disability rating. 
The following rates apply to 2004.                                          
VA disability: 100% - $750; 90% - $500; 80% - $350; 70% - 
$250; 60% - $125; 50% - $100. 

 Prescription Information 

VA Rating 2005 2006 2007 20014 

100% $2,193 $2,193 $2,193 $2,193 

90% $582 $729 $905 $1,317 

80% $432 $580 $757 $1,171 

70% $326 $462 $626 $1,008 

60% $193 $314 $460 $801 

50% $$153 $249 $364 $633 

Question 7: If I am qualified for both concurrent receipt and Combat-related 
Special Compensation (CRSC) can I take both?                                         
Answer: No. You must choose one or the other. The Secretary of the Dept. 
of Defense will announce an annual season for making this choice.                 
Question 8: Is the concurrent receipt compensation taxable?                    
Answer: Based on the concurrent law regarding taxability of disability in-
come (26 U.S.C. 104), the concurrent receipt may be taxable the same as 
your regular retirement pay. 
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OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS 
As of June 1, 2005                                                                                                                           

President                                                                                                                                              
Charles R. Hornsby, Jr. (2005-2007)                                                                                                    

4681 Miles Standish Road                                                                                                             
Virginia Beach, VA 23455-4950                                                                                                        

Tel. 757-464-6881 
 Vice-President   

Robert A. Sentel (2005-2007)                                                                                                              

9562 W. Pleasant Street                                                                                                                      
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759                                                                                                              

Tel. 989-389-3149                        
Secretary/Treasurer 
Michael J. Taptick 

3 High Ridge Circle,                                                                                                                           
Uncasville, CT 06382                                                                                                                      

Tel. 860-848-0895 

 

Past Presidents 
 

Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Floyd A. Malzahn (2003-2007) 
100 Manito Cove 

Lake Kiowa, TX 76240-9467 
Tel. 940-612-3052 

 
Stephen G. Fenner (2004-2006) 

2120 Hively Street 
Sarasota, FL 34231-6820 

Tel. (941) 924-4583 
 

David L. Radke (2005-2007) 
3021 Jeanne Road 

Augusta, GA  30906-3377 
Tel. 706-798-8453 

Meir I. Horvitz (2005-2007) 
3414 Glen Ellen Drive         

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957  
 Tel. 707-421-1398 

 
 James Dykes (2004-2006)                                           

3200 Castlewood Circle                                             
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557                                  

Tel. 530-644-4635  
 

Gary W. Craig (2005-2007) 
8227 Middlebury Lane 

Houston, TX  77070-3634 
Tel. 281-469-2268 

Chaplains 

Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (609) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 861-4918 

 
Sales & Promotions 

 
Supply Sergeant                                    
George A. Case 

2515 S. Lakeview CT #103 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Te.: 641-357-7569 
 

Recorder 

Bill H. Landwehr  
7585 State Rd. KK 

Washington, MO 63090 
Tel. (636) 239-1957 

 
Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 

Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 
Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 
Benevolence 

 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 
4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 
Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 
Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 
Historian  

 
David C. Harris 

3608 Dupont Circle 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455 

Tel. (757) 464-0513 
 

Assistant Historian & Public  
Information Director                 

Jim O’Kelley 
611 E Scissortail Lane 

    Cushing, OK 74023-1910 
Tel. (918) 225-6907 

 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 
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FYI!!!                                                   
In order to save some pages, i.e. postage, we will print the                       

full e-mail pages only once a year.                                                  
However, address, telephone & e-mail                                               

changes & corrections are printed in each issue. 

Complete lists will be published each year in the MARCH issue. 
Please check and make entries in your rosters. 

New or Corrected                                                             
Addresses/Phone listings: 

Patrick O’Neil,                                                                   
17151 Stone Drive, Clinton Township, MI 48038                   
J.J. Meyer,                                                                                               
2710 Silvercrest Court, Apt. 4, Missoula, MT 59809-9028                                   
Thomas McMahon,                                                                 
PO BOX 324, Wharton, OH 43359-0324                             
James Callaghan,                                                                     
51 Cornerstone Court, Doylestown, PA 18901-2983                                           
George Demes,                                                                     
11436 Prescutt Lane, Westchester, IL 60154-5824               
Frank Comstock,  -   change house # to 6391                      
Edmond Cline,                                                                        
PO BOX 96, Williamsville, IL 62693                                      
Richard Ciesik,                                                                       
303 S. Pine Street, Pana, IL 62557-1683                                  
Robert Rimsa,                                                                          
521 SE 28th Street, Melrose, FL 32666     Oct 1—May 31;     
04396 Six Mile Lake Road, Ellsworth, MI 49729                           
June 1– Sept 31                                                                        
George Kreighbaum,                                                                    
740 W. US –233, Apt. 309, Adrian, MI 49221                             
William Facemire, new tel. # 270-862-9999                             
Edwin & Lois Schlegel                                                             
245 Countryside Ln. Apt. # 4, Orchard Park, NY 14127;           
tel.# 716-675-2450                                                             
Charles McPartland,                                                                
100 Springlake Drive, Apt. 104, Vero Beach, FL 32962;               
tel. # 772-794-0286                                                                   
Money Powell, Jr.                                                                       
2440 Worrell Rd. Utica, MS 39175; tel. 601-885-9918               
William Beringer                                                                        
P.O. BOX 55, Kidron, OH 44636                                              
James Ireland,  change Area Code from 723 to 772                    
Hartwell Lawrence, change Area  Code from 407 to 321                                    

 

LOOK and CHECK 
    There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the time. If you 
have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send your corrections to  

Mike Taptick = mike97th@myeastern.com                                                        

and copies  CC: Charlie Hornsby:  army97thsba.president@verizon.net;                                                                        
All jokes and junk will be sent to my old e-mail: Charlie.horn2@verizon.net                                                                               

Thanks for your cooperation keeping our rosters up to date. 

Changes/additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members 
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E-mail Additions/Changes  

*Archie Everett archiee@wv-inc.com 

Joyce Bury Joyce.bury@gmail.com 

Robert Szego rober@aeronca.org 

Dean Ely dely@kcnet.org 

Jim O’Kelley  jim97sig@sbcglobal.net 

Jerry Berrier jkberrier@earthlink.net 

Money Powell Jr.  powellmoneyjr@yahoo.com 

Doyle Bailey  (CO C 97th) dkbailey@consolidated.net 

John Ludwig airbear@hvc.rr.com 

Charles Smith smitty1@isp.com 

Rodney Bliss rwb2181@yahoo.com 

Charlie Hornsby Army97thsba.president      

David Secor D.secor@myactv.net 

Raymond Lyell she8@adelphia.net 

Morton Axelrod axiekay@comcast.net 

Richard Dekoning judideke@insightbb.com 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

* Denotes NEW MEMBERS 



ITEMS ORDERED COST 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

Battalion Crest $3.75 ea.;  2 for $7.00   

Battalion Inactivation Commemorative Coins $1.00   

Battalion 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coins $0.75 ea.;  3 for $2.00   

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys” $5.00   

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

T&T 97th SigBn  Polo/Golf Shirt (white)                                    $20.00   

Constabulary/97th/7thArmy  Shirts                                                              $10.00 each   

“Böblingen” gray T- shirts : crew neck 

                    dk. gray (XXL )  2 left 

$15.00 

$ 15.00 indicate size 
 

“Böblingen” Tote bags (new) $8.00   

Vests  97th or Const 97th-7th Army $15.00 indicate size  

Signal Corps flag pins $2.75 ea.;  2 for $5.00   

Cook books (hardcover –1994 $5.00    

Aprons, B-B-Q (white) $9.00   

Shoe shine cloth $0.25   

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  
              

 

 

 

Note: Many items fit in regular envelopes, unless ordering several or heavy items. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   

on all orders 
               $6.00 

TOTAL  

Please cut off lower part and save  for your records! 

George Case                           
2515 S. Lakeview CT # 103  

Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       

Check Last Page & the 97th Web pages for Pictures  of Products 
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SUPPLY DEPOT  

MERCHANDISE 
 

See Order Form  



Tried and True 


