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publication dates:
The Newsletter will appear
three (3) times a year:
February, June and October.
Deadline for news etc.
15 Jan. 15 May 15 Sep
Many members can also read/
print the newsletters from 2005
to date on our web site.. Those
members without a computer
will receive a paper copy in the
mail.
Communication:
Secretary/Treasurer:
Meir I. Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534
mihorvitz@comcast.net
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Meir I. Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534\
mihorvitz@comcast.net
Phone: 707-207-3273
Visit our Website:
www.97thsigbn.org
WEBMASTER:
Jay Horvitz
jmhorvitz@comcast.net

Greetings
WHO will be in South Bend in May?
We just had some traffic asking that
question. It is time to mark your calendar.
In the Midwest, the farmers are in
the fields, the leaves are a variety
of colors, and the football games
are everywhere. Some of us participate in the activities, PLEASE. BE
SAFE. ENJOY!

President
George Case

Are there any nominations for the
Jim Austin Award? Please forward
any request, I will help to get it written have some other recognition,
so, let's have a good and memorable event.
Who is prepared to recommend the
2021 Reunion location?

Edith and I extend our ~Best Wishes to Each of YOU" for the coming
Holiday Season. We hope to see
you in South Bend in May 2020
GEORGE CASE, Pres.
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Administrative
Notices/News
Attention
Please, send any
administrative or news
items pertaining to our
membership, new members, change of addresses (incl. e-mail),
illnesses, deaths notices, promotions, etc....

To the :
Secretary/Treasurer:
Meir Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive, Fairfield, CA
Phone: 707-207-3273
Email: mihorvitz@comcast.net

Please, No Jokes, Political
Commentary or other Spam!!!

The Communicator
On Line
How to read the current & older
Newsletters
http://www.97thsigbn.org/communicator

No password needed;
All Newsletters from 2005 to
current issue are on this site.
Webmaster: Jay Horvitz;
e-mail: jmhorvitz@comcast.net

Achtung:
Our Newsletter is available online; see above.
The hard copies will continue to be printed and snail
mailed to you if you wish.

Please, Please, Please, Please, Please, Please and Please again!!
Notify the Secretary/Treasurer of your new addresses when you
move. The cost of the fees charged by the Post Office for forwarded
mail are mounting with each newsletter mailing.
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Inn at St. Mary’s
Reservations: 574-232-4000.
Identify yourself as a member of the
.
97th Signal Battalion Association
$85.00 + 13%tax per night
To obtain this rate, reservations must
be made by April 17, 2017.
This hotel is animal friendly

Inn at St. Mary’s

Register Early

Airport Transportation

PLEASE return your form and remittance
No Later Than April 1, 2017

Shuttle to/from Hotel
costs $4.00 per bag

Mail to:
Meir Horvitz

574-232-4000
Call hotel 48 hours
prior to arrival

3414 Glen Ellen Drive, Fairfield, CA 94534
Make check payable to: 97th Sig. Bn. Assoc.

MEMBER NAME_________________________ SPOUSE______________ GUEST(S)______________
STREET________________________________________________

CITY/TOWN____________________________________ STATE______ ZIP CODE_______________
TEL.____________________________
EMAIL________________________________ARRIVE:_________________DEPART________________

Function
Registration Fee ($20.00 per person)

Self

Spouse
/Guest

Cost
$20.00

Total
$
$

Tour of Notre Dame, lunch and Studebaker & Oliver

$78.00

Tour Military Honor Park and lunch at Tippecanoe Place

$30.00

Banquet Dinner– Weiss Gasthaus - Oder from menu and
pay individually $15 -$19
Entertainment at $5.00 per person
CP Room Donation. Note: Hospitality Room donations
will be used to stock the CP Room. We depend on
everyone’s donations.

$
$

$ 5.00

Please state choice of your favorite soft drinks (Avoids
Waste)
Enclosed Check

$

All charges
must
be prepaid.
arein
indicated
Members
please including
note wetours
can't
have
alcoholAmounts
"stored"
the CPabove.
room due to
copy
of this
form
forayour
records.
Indiana law. We can Make
go toathe
hotel
bar,
buy
drink,
and carry that drink anywhere
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2020 Reunion
Schedule of events
Friday, Saturday May 15, 16
Early Check –in
Sunday, May 17
1700
2300

CP Room Opens
Registration
CP Room Closes

Monday, May 18

0900
0930
1050
1230
1600
1800

CP Room Opens
Board Bus for Notre Dame Tour with Guide
Board Bus for lunch at Fiddlers Hearth for traditional shepherds pie,
banger and mash
Board bus for Studebaker National Museum
Bus Returns to Hotel
CP Room opens

Tuesday, May 19
0900
1030
1150
1330
1430
2300

CP Room Opens
Board Bus for tour of Military Honor Park and Museum
Lunch at Tippecanoe Place)
Return to Hotel
CP Room Opens
CP Room Closes

Wednesday, May 20
0900
CP Room Opens
0900
Board of Directors Meeting
1030
General Membership Meeting
1200
Lunch on own
1630
CP Room closes
1645
Board Bus for Weiss Gasthaus
Cocktail hour and dinner
1900
Board Bus Return to Hotel
1900
CP Room Open
2300
CP Room Closes
Thursday, May 21, 2019
Fold our tents and Say Farewell.
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97th Signal Battalion Association
General Membership Meeting
May 1, 2019
Board Members Present:
Max Knouse
Frank Hanley
Ken Fawley
Walt Fort
Board Members Absent:
Dan Hogan

The meeting was called to order at 1022.
Minutes;
The minutes of the General Membership Meeting of May 1, 2019 was read. A motion was made to
accept the minutes as read, it was seconded and approved.
Financial Report:
The Financial Report for 2018 was read. A motion was made to accept the minutes as read, it was
seconded and approved.
Administrative Remarks: The president remarked about their (himself and Don Mattingly) attendance at the reunion of the 440th Signal Battalion. He indicated that they were having the same
problems we were regarding attendance and wondered if there might be an opportunity there to coordinate with other organizations like our own that may be having the same problems.
Old Business: None
New Business:
Open Positions:
The President advised the members of the need to appoint several new appointments due to the
current Secretary/Treasurer was resigning.
Gary Craig would accept the position of Treasurer
Walt and Melitta Fort would resume the publication of the Newsletter
Robert Renaud has conditionally accepted the position of Secretary
Max Knouse has accepted the position as our Quartermaster
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97th Signal Battalion Association
General Membership Meeting
Page 2
Reunions:
A general discussion was held as pertains to when and where we should hold next years (2020) reunion.
A motion was made that “A reunion investigation committee for the 2020 reunion, consisting of Don
Mattingly, Ken Fawley and George Case be established to develop recommendations for the time
and location of the 2020 reunion. These recommendations would be presented to the Board of Directors to determine which of the recommendations would be accepted.” The motion was seconded
and passed unanimously.
A motion was made “that the 2017 motion determining that all reunions (mini or annual) be able to
conduct business at both the Board Meeting and the General meeting and that the use of Association funds be allowed, be vacated. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted
Meir I. Horvitz
Secretary/Treasurer
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A survey completed by the 2019 reunion attendees highlighted and/or confirmed the activities we
most enjoy at our reunions. The responses listed below are ranked from one through eight with response number one being the most important planning consideration. The least important, number
eight, while still an important consideration, falls below the first seven responses.
1. The CP Room giving us plenty of time to visit, renew friendships, and the opportunity to travel
down memory lane is what we most look forward to.
2. The price and quality of lodging is always important. The cost per night from around $100.00 is
normal yet competitive. Clean and mid range pricing is the goal. Hotel airport shuttle is important.
3. Reunions should be from three to five nights from check in to check out. The length may depend on the geographic location and available excursions.

4. Group excursions are well attended and enjoyable depending on the reunion location.
5. Geographic location considerations should include various parts of the US with the weather being a major factor. Getting together is really the point.
6. The food options are best when restaurants are close and the hotel has breakfast.
7. Surprisingly our ability to have alcoholic beverages openly in the CP room was not very important to the respondents. If the hotel has a bar there is a problem. BYOB is always an alternative.
8. A question on whether you would prefer a group dinner out ordered from the menu vs the traditional plated dinner banquet was asked. Responses were evenly divided. The group ranked this
question as the least important consideration.
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After rotating back home in February of 57, I went to work in our family
business as was expected. I had met the girl who would become my wife my
senior year at Clemson. We dated a great deal in what little time I had before going on active duty at Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. We were in constant
communication using mail during the two years I was in Germany.
We were married on February 1, 1958. I had planned our Honeymoon so that it would not be a long
drive from Anderson, to Augusta, Georgia. It had everything we were looking for'. It had a wonderful old and rather famous hotel...The Bon Air. I had reserved the Honeymoon suite. After the wedding, that was at 4 O'clock and all the traditional greet and eat was over with, we left for Augusta
arriving there around 8 O'clock. We checked in and were told that the Honeymoon suite had been
taken by a member of President Eisenhower's staff since he had decided to play golf that weekend
at The Masters. I was not happy but it really didn't matter, I just wanted to get to our room.
The next morning we were rather lazy in going down for breakfast. There was a really great small
breakfast area on the ground floor overlooking a putting green through floor to ceiling windows...a
somewhat striking and beautiful place to have Breakfast on the first day of being husband and wife.
We were seated at a table for two against the window. We had just begun talking when I heard a
well-known voice say behind me "Hello Al". I recognized the voice immediately. - t was my first
company commander at Wire Company) at Panzer Kaserne. It was Captain Harold Patterson (now
Major). He was an ideal Company commander. He came over and we swapped a few pleasantries.
and it was then that he said: "What are you doing at the Bon Air in Augusta. It was then I introduced
him to my Wife of 10 or 12 hours and told him the story of losing the Honeymoon suite.
After breakfast, he took us upstairs to the White House press room and introduced us to James
Hagerty., President Eisenhower's press secretary. Major Patterson told Mr. Hagerty of his taking our
Honeymoon Suite and he said, rather softly that he was indeed sorry for that BUT he would try to
make up for the blunder.....he would introduce us to the White House staff that was in and around
the Press room. The real prize though was seeing Major Patterson after Germany. I really did like
and RESPECT the person who was Major Harold Patterson. In Germany, it seemed to me that he singled me out as one of his GO-TO Lieutenants, when he wanted to be sure the job was done and
done right. It always gets to me when someone writes about the cast-offs that were sent out to the
various detachments' It makes me mad... I had some of the greatest soldiers in the 97th stationed
with me in the Koblenz Detachment.
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Taps

Ill Members

Remembering our
Comrades who have
taken their Last Retreat

These members or their spouses are
ill, and would appreciate cards, phone
calls, e-mails, etc.
We hope, they are on the way to recovery, and/or are well again!!!
Steve Fenner
Mavis Goertzen
Dee Radke
Rosie Roberts
Maureen Whitton

George Bassakides
Donald Dulen
Louis B. Felder
Tom Martin (Tex)

07/06/2019
10//30/2019
08/30/2019
11/02/20129

We also would like to remember our Members’ spouses who passed away

If a member hears of another ill member, please
notify Meir Horvitz so that he may send get-well
wishes on behalf of the Association.

We really would like to publish

your story.

Please consider it!!

In the past we have had a few contributions to this Newsletter from some of our members present and past
about their military service, especially those who were in Germany during WWII. It is so important to hear
about the experiences of our members that shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of stories that
would be interesting to the group.
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, it will become a regular feature in forthcoming
issues. We invite any comments, suggestions and especially your story.
If possible, we would like to do an oral interview at one of our reunions, but we have a mail in form for your
written response because some of our members with the most interesting stories often cannot attend a reunion for one reason or another.
Some of the topics you may consider including:


Why did you Join?



What was your occupation at the time of your entry into the Armed Services?



Where did you receive your Basic Training and further training?



What and where was/were your assignment(s)?



Why and when were you in the 97th Signal Battalion?



What were your experiences in Europe and any other part of the world? When, where and how long.

97th Signal Battalion Communicator October2019

Page 11

97th Signal Battalion Communicator October2019

Page 12

CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED
We have had a few contributions to this Newsletter from some of our members present and past
about their military service, especially those that were in Germany during WWII. It is so important
to hear about the experiences of our members that shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir
of stories that would be interesting to the group.
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, it will become a regular feature in
forthcoming issues. We invite any comments, suggestions and especially your story. If possible,
we would like to do an oral interview at one of our reunions, but we have a mail in form for your written response because some of our members with the most interesting stories often cannot attend a
reunion for one reason or another.
Some of the topics you may consider including:
 Why did you Join?
 What was your occupation at the time of your entry into the Armed Services?
 Where did you receive your Basic Training and further training?
 What and where was/were your assignment(s)?
 When were you in the 97th Signal Battalion?
 What were your experiences in Europe and any other part of the world? When, where and how
long.
 Where were you at the end of the war (assuming you were of that generation?
 When did you come home?
 What did you do after you returned home?
 Looking Back what impact did your experiences have on your life?
Any additional information you can provide would be welcome. We would like photos in uniform
and a recent photo (before and after). Original prints are preferable, we will return them as soon as
possible.
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HELP!!
We need our members to step up and help us out.

OPEN POSITIONS
1. Reunion Hosts
2. Newsletter Editor

Where in the World…

Finding 97th Army Buddies

Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership Chairman. He asks that each of us reach
back in our memory bank and come up with some
names from those days when we were in Germany. It’s important to find more of our younger guys
who served from 1965 and later. We have to use
any type of search available to us

LASTNAME, MI

FIRST NAME
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ADDRESS

Finding Old Buddies
Tel: (716) 822-2380
E-mail:
gene97th@gmail.com
US Mail:
Eugene Darmstedter
4 Sunrise Drive
Blasdell, NY 14219

DOB

ASN
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Computer Tip

Useful Phone Numbers
Extracted From Army Echoes
Telephone numbers and websites

.

Opening and Printing a Document

Here is an approach to printing that you may want to consider.
If your only purpose in opening the document is to print, then
you can right-click the document's name and choose Print from
the Context menu. This works either in Windows Explorer or in
the Open dialog box in Word. Printing in this way produces the
output, without leaving the document open in Word.

Sending Drawing Objects to the Back or
Front

When you create objects in a document using the drawing tools available in Word, each object is drawn on its
own layer. This means all objects are independent and
can be moved on top of other objects. However, there
may be times when you actually want an object to be
under another object. You can do this by following these
steps:

1. Click once on the shape you want to send to the
2.
3.

back. Small square boxes, called handles,appear
around the shape.
Make sure that the Format tab is selected on the ribbon. (This tab is only visible when a shape is selected.)
In the Arrange group, click Send to Back or Bring to
Front, as desired.

If the Send to Back to Bring to Front options are grayed
out (step 3), the most likely culprit is that the image is
inline, which means it is on the same layer as the text in
your document. You can only arrange the layering on
objects that are not inline.

1. AAFES
www.aafes.com
2. Army Emergence Relief www.aerhq.org
866-878-6378
3. Army Temporary Lodging Program:
www.pal.army.mil
Reservations: Www.ihgarmyhotels.com
877-711-8326
4. Defense Commissary Agency:
www.commisdsaries.com
5. Health Beneficiary Counseling Assistance Coordinator: www.tricare.mil/bcacdcao
6. ID Card Facilities: 800-5389552
7. Space Available Travel: www.amc.af.mil/
amctravel/index.asp
8. Veterans Service Records—Replace DD Form 214,
Awards: http://vetrecs.archives.gov Social Security www.socialsecurity,gov 800-7721213
9. TRICARE Information: www.tricare.,il
10. TRICARE North: 877-847-2273
www.healthnetfederalservices.com
TRICARE South: 800-444-5445
www.humanamilitary.com/home
TRICARE West: 888-874-9378
www.triwest.com
TRICARE Overseas: 888-777-8343
www.tricare,mil/overseas/index.cfm
TRICARE Mail order Pharmacy: 877-363-1303
www.tricare.mil/pharmacy/tmop.cfm
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy: 877-363-1303
www.express-scropts.com
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903,
Phoenix, AZ 85082-0903
Email: dod.customer.relations@express-scripts.com
11. Recreation Centers
Cape Henry Inn and Beach Club, Virginia 7
57-422-8818
Hale Koa Hotel, Hawaii
808-955-9425 800-367-6027
Shades of Green, Florida
888-593-2242
12. VA Information: www.va.gov
Regional Offices: 800-827-1000

T&T
Meir
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Special Notices
The Privacy of Our Members
The privacy of all members of the 97th Signal Battalion Association is sacrosanct which is why our roster is closely watched
and provided ONLY to active and associate members.

Lifetime Membership Changes
Those members who wish to give up their Lifetime Memberships
and receive annual dues notices should notify the
Secretary/Treasurer. The Secretary/Treasurer will then subsequently send them an annual dues notice from that point on.

Save $7.00
We have obtained new License Plate Frames. We only are
charging $5.00 for the frames plus but $7.00 postage. Contact
Max Knousem@ max.knouse@att.net to order yours.
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MILITARY DISCOUNTS
There are many establishments that provide military discounts if you are active duty or retired and
show an ID card, but, did you know that several of these same establishments will honor your V.A.
Medical ID card as well.
Restaurant Discounts for Military & Veterans

Bennigan’s: Active military and vets get 10% off your total check at Bennigan ’s.
Ben & Jerry’s: Ask about it the next time you order a scoop of ice cream. Varies by location but is
typically 15%.
Bob Evans: 10% discounts with your Veterans ID.
Burger King: 10% off military discount, just show proper ID.
Chevy’s: 20% discount for active, retired, or uniformed personnel.
CiCi’s Pizza: A large majority of CiCi’s locations offer a military discounts, ask about it.
Dairy Queen: Get a 10% off your food and ice cream at select Diary Queen locations. Must have valid military ID.
Denny’s: 10% discount to first responders which includes active military. Just show your military ID
and ask for it.
Famous Dave’s BBQ: All active and retired military can get a 10% discount. Just ask your server for
your discount.
Fuddruckers Burgers: Show your server your military ID and get a discount of either 10% or 15% off.
Golden Corral: Flash your military ID and get 10% off your bill every time you dine.
Hardee’s: According to reader Roman, they’ll give you a 10% discount if you tell them you’re a vet.
Hard Rock Cafe: Get a slick 15% off discount when you show your military ID.
Hooter’s: Varies by location but most Hooter’s will give a flat 15% off discount to active and retired military
personnel. Often times the discount is only available on certain nights.

Banking Discounts for Military & Veterans
American Express: AMEX waives ALL fees for active duty military, including the annual fees on all of their
cards. AMEX Platinum? $0 instead of $450. Thanks Heath for this one!
Chase Bank: Thanks to Jim, a veteran, for this one. “Show your ID or in my case discharge papers at
any Chase branch when opening a checking/savings account and get the Premiere package for free
(Normally $25 a month) which includes a fee free safety deposit box, debit visa and many goodies.”
US. Bank: Thank to Tony for this one, “US Bank gives all active duty & veterans free Premiere checking &
savings with ID or DD214.”
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Wireless Companies
AT&T Wireless: From the AT&T website, veterans and active military can get 15% off “qualified monthly
service charges”. Just follow the directions on their site to get your discount.
Sprint Wireless: Get 15% off your monthly bill by showing evidence of your service.
T-Mobile Wireless: TMo will happily give active and retired military 15% off their monthly bill. It might
take a while according to this thread just be persistent!
Verizon Wireless: From vet Jim, “It’s either 10 or 15% (at Verizon). Active duty, retired and veterans. I took
my DD-214 to the local Verizon store and they submitted the information. It took about a month. Saves me
about $20 per month on my bill.”

Retail Discounts for Military & Veterans
Advance Auto Parts: According to their website they “offer 10% off regularly priced items for in-store purchases to customers who serve or have served our country’s Armed Services.”
American Eagle Outfitters: Show your military ID and get 10% off your in-store purchase at AEO.
Apple Store: Thanks to reader James for the scoop on the Apple Store “Big one that’s missing here is
the Apple Store. Just ask for a Federal employee discount and show your CAC card. Works for me all
the time.”
Auto Accessories Garage.com: They offer 5-20% off to veterans and active military members plus their
families.
AutoZone: 10% off your purchase. Thanks to a reader for letting me know about this one.
Banana Republic Factory Store: They offer a flat 10% off for veterans every day of the year.
Bed Bath & Beyond: Flat 10% off discounts for vets and their families. Varies from store to store.
Bass Pro Shops: Bass Pro Shops will give you a 10% discount with your military ID.
Best Buy: Varies from store to store, but many retail locations offer a 10% discount to vets. Just ask a Best
Buy sales associate about it.
Big Lots: Be sure to shop on Veteran’s Day every year to take advantage of their military discount.
Buckle: The Buckle military discount requires online verification. Once verified, you’ll get 10% off all purchases.
Cabela’s: 5% military discount except on firearms at your local Cabela’s.
Charlotte Russe: 10% discount with ID. Thanks to reader Katie for letting me know about this one.
Dell Computers: Dell offers a variety of military programs.
Dick’s Sporting Goods: The next time you are shopping at Dick’s, ask about their 10% discount for vets.
Varies from store to store.
Eddie Bauer: Eddie Bauer offers a 10% discount for active and retired military personnel.
Finishline: The folks at Finishline offer a 10% discount to vets and active military.
Footaction: Vets and active military can save an awesome 20% off w/ proper ID. Family members can
get the discount as well.
Home Depot: All year long military personnel, active or retired, can get a 10% discount at the Home Depot.
Just gotta ask for it and show proof. Depending on Location.
Kelly’s Auto Parts: Thanks to Zee for this one. Kelly’s offers a 10% discount all the time for all vets and
active service members
“Stopped in this weekend and was granted a 10% discount with proof of Active or Veteran status.” Thanks
for your service Jason.
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Lowe’s: Thanks to a couple vets for setting me straight on Lowe’s. They will give a flat military discount of
10% to all active and retired military personnel, including family members., For all other vets they give a discount on Veteran’s Day, 4th of July, and Memorial Day. It is also worth noting, from the Lowe’s website, that
“immediate family member(s) of someone with a valid military ID Card” is also eligible for the 10% discount.
Maurices: Show your ID and get a 10% discount on your apparel purchase at Maurices.
Michaels: Show your military ID at Michaels and get a flat 10% off. I have read of some exclusions that vary
from store to store so ask a sales associate at Michaels.
Nike Store: Nike offers a 10% in-store discount to vets, active service, as well as those in the reserves. Their
families too.
Old Navy: Keep and eye out and ask about Military Monday’s at Old Navy where active and retired military
personnel get a 10-15% discount.
O’Reilly Auto Parts: According to the their website, they offer an “in-store only” discount of 10-15% off with
valid ID.
Payless Shoes: Shop at any of their retail locations and get a 10% military discount. Just show your ID and
collect your savings.
Pottery Barn: Most Pottery Barn locations offer a 10% discount for vets.
Radio Shack: Thanks to reader Dawn for letting me know about the Radio Shack military discount. They’ll
give a flat 10% discount to active and retired military.
Sports Authority: Turns out Sports Authority also offers a discount. Thanks to reader Jason for this one.
Walgreens: Varies from store to store, but most Walgreens offer a military discount, be sure to ask.
Williams-Sonoma: Flat 10% discount with proper ID or proof of service.
Zales Jewelry: 10% off discount for active and retired military.

This is only a partial listing. Enter “ESTABLISHMENTS PROVIDING MILITARY DISCOUNTS” in
your favorite search engine on your internet browser and you can get several more. Including
Travel, Vacation, Beauty, Health and Wellness and Educational, Jewelry, Children, and Movie
discounts in addition to many others
For possible additional discount “deals” visit

https://dealhack.com/blog/military-discounts-guide.
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DIRECTORY
Arlington National Cemetery: (877) 907-8585 http://
www.arlingtoncemetery.mil
Armed Forces Retirement Home: (800) 422-9988; http://
www.afrh.gov
Army & Air Force Exchange Service:
www.shopmyexchange.com
Army Echoes: http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/
echoes Editor’s email address: ArmyEchoes@mail.mil
Army Echoes Blog: http://soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/
blog
Army Emergency Relief: (866) 878-6378; http://
www.aerhq.org
Army Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/USArmy Army
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/soldiersmediacenter/
Army Homepage: http://www.army.mil
Army Live Blog: http://armylive.dodlive.mil/ Army mobile
phone apps: http://www.army.mil/mobile/
Army Retirement Services: http://soldierforlife.army.mil/
retirement Army Stand To!: http://www.army.mil/standto/
Army Lodging Program: (877) 711-8326; http://
www.pal.army.mil Reservations: http://
www.ihgarmyhotels.com
Army Twitter: https://twitter.com/USArmy/ Army YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/usarmy
Casualty Assistance Checklist for Retired Soldiers: http://
soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/docs/Post/
CasualtyAssistanceChecklist.pdf Chief of Staff, Army
Retired Soldier Council: http://soldierforlife.army.mil/
retirement/
Retiree Council Combat-Related Special Compensation:
(866) 281-3254 opt.4; https://www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/
CRSC
Commissary: http://www.commissaries.com

Funeral Honors (Military): Army Coordinator: (502) 6138218 https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/mfh/

ID Card Facilities: (800) 538-9552; Nearest facility:
www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl

Legal Assistance Locator (Military): http://
legalassistance.law.af.mil/ content/locator.php
Long Term Care Insurance: (800) 582-3337 http://
www.ltcfeds.com/
MyArmyBenefits: http://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/ Help
Desk: (888) 721-2769 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST Monday Friday);
Resource Locator: http://myarmybenefits.us.army.mil/
Home/
Benefit_ Library/Resource_Locator.html
Reserve Component Retirements (888) 276-9472 https://
www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Reserve%20Component%
20Retirements
RC Application for Retired Pay: Human Resources
Command; ATTN: AHRC-PDR-RCR; 1600 Spearhead
Division Ave.; Dept 482; Ft Knox, KY 40122-5402; (888)
276-9472; download the application from: https://
www.hrc.army.mil/Default.aspx?ID=13664
Soldiers Magazine: http://soldiers.dodlive.mil/
Space-Available Travel: http://www.amc.af.mil/amctravel/
index.asp
Soldier for Life on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
CSASoldierForLife Soldier for Life on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/csa
Soldier4Life Soldier for Life on Linked In:
www.linkedin.com/groups?
home=&gid=6627257&trk=anet_ug_h

Concurrent Retired & Disability Pay: (800) 321-1080, http://
Soldier for Life Transition Assistance Program: (800) 325www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/disability/crdp.html
4715; https://www.sfl-tap.army.mil/
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau: (855) 411-2372
Survivor Benefit Plan: http://soldierforlife.army.mil/
http://www.consumerfinance.gov/
retirement/sbp
Death — Report a Retired Soldier’s Death: Call HQDA
Uniformed Services Former Spouse Protection Act: http://
Casualty Operations Center, (800) 626-3317; from
soldierforlife.army.mil/retirement/usfspa
overseas, call (502) 613-3317 collect. https://
U. S. Army Retired Lapel Button and Badge: Type “Soldier
www.hrc.army.mil/TAGD/Reporting%20A%20Death DS
for Life” into the search box at https://
Logon: https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/
www.shopmyexchange.com
identitymanagement/
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DIRECTORY– CONTINUED
Veterans Service Records — Replace DD Form 214,
awards:

TRICARE Network Pharmacy: (877) 363-1303; http://

Retired 4/1/1996 or later: Visit http://soldierforlife.army.mil/
retirement/ , Click on “Army White Pages” at the bottom,
then log in. Next click on “Click Here to Access Your Army
Record.”

TRICARE Retiree Dental Plan: (888) 838-8737; http://

Retired 3/31/1996 or earlier: Call Human Resources Command at (888) 276- 9472 or visit http://vetrecs.archives.gov
National Personnel Records Center (Military Personnel
Records); 1 Archive Drive. St. Louis, MO 63138-1002

Armed Forces Recreation Centers http://

DFAS (800) 321-1080 (M-F, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. EST) http://

Edelweiss Resort, Bavaria: 011-49-8821-9440 http://
www.edelweisslodgeandresort.com

www.dfas.mil/ myPay (888) 332-7411; https://
mypay.dfas.mil/mypay.aspx Retiree/Annuitant web page
http://www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary.html

Social Security (800) 772-1213 http://
www.socialsecurity.gov; If overseas, contact the American
Embassy/consulate, or visit http://www.socialsecurity.gov/
foreign/phones.html .

Medicare (800) 633-4227 http://www.medicare.gov

www.express-scripts.com
www.TRDP.org

US Family Health Plan:http://www.usfhp.com/
www.armymwr.com
Hale Koa Hotel, Hawaii: (800) 367-6027; http://
halekoa.com

Shades of Green, Florida: (888) 593-2242; (407) 824-3665
http://www.shadesofgreen.org/reservations.htm
Dragon Hill, Korea: 011-822-790-0016 http://
www.dragonhilllodge.com

Veterans Affairs (VA) Information http://www.va.gov
Burial & Memorial Benefits: http://www.cem.va.gov/

TRICARE http://www.tricare.mil Health Beneficiary Coun- (877) 907-8199
seling Assistance Coordinator: http://www.tricare.mil/
Benefits and Services: (800) 827-1000 (Retired Solbcacdcao, or nearest military treatment facility

TRICARE North: (877) 874-2273; http://www.hnfs.com ;

diers overseas should contact the American Embassy/
consulate); TDD (800) 829-4833 http://benefits.va.gov/
benefits/

CT, DC, DE, IL, IN, KY, MA, MD, ME, MI, NC, NH, NJ, NY,
OH, PA, RI, VT, VA, WI, WV, some ZIPs in IA, MO, TN
GI Bill: (888) 442-4551; http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/

TRICARE South: (800) 444-5445; http://www.humana-

Health Care Benefits: (877) 222-8387; http://
military.com/ AL, AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, OK, SC, TN (except www.va.gov/health
35 TN ZIP codes near Ft Campbell), and TX (except the
Insurance: SGLI/VGLI: (800) 419-1473; All other insurextreme SW El Paso area)
ance: (800) 669-8477 Sister Service Publications for ReTRICARE West: (877) 988-9378; https://
tired Service Members Air Force Afterburner: http://
www.uhcmilitarywest.com/; AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, IA
www.Retirees.af.mil/afterburner/ Coast Guard Evening Col(except 82 Iowa ZIP codes near Rock Island, IL) KS, MO
ors: http://www.uscg.mil/ppc/retnews/ Marine Corps Sem(except the St. Louis area), MN, MT, ND, NE, NM, NV, OR, per Fi: https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/ then click Career/
SD, SW TX, UT, WA, WY
Retired Marines, then Semper Fidelis Newsletter Navy
TRICARE Overseas: (888) 777-8343; http://www.tricare- Shift Colors: http://www.navy.mil/ then click Links/Shift Colors
overseas.com
TRICARE for Life: (866) 773-0404; TDD (866) 7730405) http://tricare.mil/Plans/HealthPlans/TFL.aspx

TRICARE Pharmacy Home Delivery: (877) 363-1296;
http://www.express-scripts.com/TRICARE/homedelivery/

ONCE A SOLDIER, ALWAYS A SOLDIER . . . A SOLDIER FOR LIFE
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There are additions, changes and corrections of street addresses, telephone numbers and email
addresses all of the time. If you have changed any of these or if you find a typographical error on
the annual roster please let us know so that we may update the roster. The only way the roster
stays accurate is if you inform us of any changes or errors. Please send your corrections to the attention of the Secretary/Treasurer:
Robert Renaud, 67 Power SAtreet, Uxbridge, MA 01569
Address, telephone number and email changes
and corrections are printed in each issue

EMAIL

Please check and make the necessary
corrections on your copy of the roster.

SNAIL MAIL

New

PHONE NUMBER

Members

Cut out this form and mail it to the Secretary/Treasurer

Name:
Old Street/Email Address:
New Street/Email Address:

Effective Date:

Tel. No.
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Donald K. Adams
Gilbert L. MacDonald
John J. Truffa
Paul W. Muuss
Harvey L. Spencer
Edward R. O’Mara
Emilio F. Bandiero
Eugene L. Darmstedter
Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.
Robert A. Sentell
Meir I. Horvitz
André Arceneaux, Sr.
Johnnie Albritton
Gary Craig

President (2018-2020)
George A. Case
102 S. 18th Street
Clear Lake, IA 50428
Tel.: 641-357-7569
geocase@cltel.net

Vice President (2018-20120)
Don Mattingly
10535 Dowen Road
Wadesville, IN 47638
Tel:812-319-5552
mattingly1959@gmail.com

Secretary Treasurer

Robert Renaud
67 Power Street
Uxbridge, MA 02569
Tel. 508-278-325
robertrenaud67@gmail.com

Daniel Hogan (2018-2020)
5101 Abbott Avenue S
Minneapolis, MN 55410
Tel.: 612-968-6169
djhcpa.hogan@gmail.com

Frank Hanley (2019-2021)
9765 AuburnN Road
Chardon, OH 44024
Tel: 440-285-9751

Walt Fort (2018-2020)
1048 Buckingham Drive
Allentown, PA 18103
Tel.: 610-740-0808
wmf97@rcn.com

Robert Renaud (2019-2021)
67 Power Street
Uxbridge, MA
Tel:. 508-278-3257
robertrenaud67@gmail.com

Max Knouse (2019-2021)
916 Charnell Drive #103
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Tel: 757-965-9274
max.knouse@att.net

Ken Fawley (2019-2021)
6936 E South Barbee Drive
Pierston, IN 46562
Tel: 574-594-2822
fawleykc@mediacombb.net

Max Knouse (2019-2021)
916 Charnell Drive #103
Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Tel: 757-965-9274
max.knouse@att.net

Newsletter Editor
Meir I. Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Meir I. Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534-7957
Tel. 707-207-3273

Walt Fort
1048 Buckingham Drive
Allentown, PA 18103
Tel: 610-740-0808

Meir Horvitz
3414 Glen Ellen Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534-7957
Tel. 707-207-3273

David Harris
3608 Dupont Circle
Virginia Beach, VA 23455
Tel: 757-464-0513
dch397th@aol.com

Reunion & Hospitality
Coordinator
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Request for Membership
Payment /Renewal of Dues
As required by the By-Laws of the 97th Signal Battalion Association,
I hereby request that I be admitted as an Active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
Dues are twenty dollars ($20,00) per year, payable January 1 of the Dues year.
To participate in the decision making process of the association, members must be current in their
dues.

Personal Information:
Member’s Name:

Spouses Name:

Address 1:
Address 2:
City:

State:

Zip:

Phone (e.g. 707-207-3273):
Email (example@domain.com):
How did you hear about the association?
Other (Please specify)

⎕ Friend

⎕ Website

I Served in the 97th Signal Battalion From:

⎕

Till

Company
How would you prefer to receive the Newsletter?

⎕ Email; ⎕ Postal (Snail) Mail

DUES:
My Dues are enclosed for the following years:
⎕ 2019

⎕ 2020

⎕ 2021

⎕ 2022

⎕ 2023

⎕ 2024

⎕ 2025

Please make checks Payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association
Mail Payment along with completed form to:
Robert Renaud

Secretary
67 Power Street
Uxbridge, MA
robertrenaud67@gmail.com
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