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Virginia Beach was this year’s
National Reunion location.
It was a lovely setting along the looong Boardwalk. Many members took advantage of taking walks and rides, also enjoying the sunrises and sunsets from their windows.
Charlie Hornsby and Dave Harris organized a

great all-day tour to Norfolk’s Naval Museum,
the historic Battleship Wisconsin, moored
here, and the City. It was very interesting and
educational as well. The lunch at the Naval
Base was a nice treat.
Tom and Frieda Kane attended their first
reunion, and new members Jim and Doris
Anderson also were first attendees—they won
the raffle for a free stay at the hotel.
Two scholarships were awarded this year, but
the scholarship program has been discontinued by membership vote.
It is apparent that Reunions Hosts are needed in
order to continue with this venture. Please, everyone consider hosting one; maybe with two or three
hosts—to make the job a little lighter. It is not a
thankless undertaking. Everyone appreciates the
hosts’ work.
In the spirit of benefiting the Association, again, we
would like to point out Gene Darmstedter’s letter
about volunteerism on page11.
Have a great summer, fall.

The Newsletter will now appear three (3) times a year:
February, June and October.
Many members can also
read/print the newsletter online. Those members without
computer access will receive
a copy in the mail.

Thank you!!

In This Issue:
•

“SNOWBIRDS”
please read p. 4

•

Q & A about the Association’s legal
status

•

THE COMMUNICATOR
IS NOW ON-LINE;
see p.3 for information/ instructions

•

We have a new Recorder for the
meetings

Send us more :

•

Recalling your military service for our
Your Story column

•

.Anniversaries, etc.

Editors’ Note:

Be well and stay well.

Walt & Melitta
New Newsletter
publication dates

Co-Hosts: Edith & Charles Hornsby,
Gloria & Dave Harris.

Please READ
the newsletter carefully– and let your
spouses read it, too.
We have had some complaints about not being
aware of some information in the Newsletter;
either being omitted or misleading.
Be sure to send all information: new members,
address changes, ill members, members who
passed away, to Jimmy Dykes directly.
Otherwise, it becomes very confusing for him and
the editors. See page 2

We apologize for any errors—
particularly names misspelled,
e-mails mixed up, etc.; no malice
intended.
Please, check your updated e-mail
lists, rosters and newsletter when
they are published, and send any
corrections to the Secretary.
P.S.

Please no FORWARDS, unless
it’s Newsletter related. Our
mailbox runneth over.
Thanks
Note: Please note the new ID# and password
for the COMMUNICATOR online: page 3

President’s Message… The View From Here

Scholarship Winners 2008

Dear Tried and Truers’,
Again, we had our National Reunion in Virginia
Beach, and it was a very productive as well as enjoyable get-together.
Many topics were discussed, sometimes disagreements seemed difficult to overcome, but we are still
working together on various issues benefiting the
Association. We do need more participation on various projects: recruiting new, especially younger,
members; hosts for reunions, are the two major areas to be worked on. I know, there are many helpful
members, who could step in and make a difference.
Please volunteer. It’s everybody’s organization.
Hope to see you all at the next reunion in May 2009
in Mesa, Arizona.
T&T

This year two (2) students won the
award.
Derek R. Delamatre
of Huron, OH, will be attending
the University of Akron, Ohio.
Alex Rogers
of Caledonia, MI, will be attending the University of Michigan.
By coincidence, both students are the
grandsons of David Rogers.
Congratulations to both and much
success in the future.

Bob Sentell, President

Administrative Notices/News
Attention
Please, send any administrative news— items pertaining to memberships, change of addresses (incl. e-mail), illnesses, deaths notices

only to :

Secretary/Treasurer: James A. Dykes
3200 Castlewood Circle,
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557
Tel.: 530-644-4635
E-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

The Financial Report is on
pg. 15 & 16
with the minutes of the Director’s
& General Membership Meetings.

Looking For a Few Good Men!!!

“HISTORIAN AND PUBLIC
INFORMATION OFFICE”

Be a Volunteer—Make a Difference!

Historian & Public Information Director
Jim O’Kelley resigned.

We need comrades to step forward and consider volunteering
for different tasks.
Host a reunion! Lend a helping hand—or two—with
various other tasks.
The Association depends on the participation of the
members to keep it a viable organization.
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We need a new Director
to fill this position.
Please volunteer.
Contact: Secretary Jimmy Dykes
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Welcome New Members

THE COMMUNICATOR IS NOW ONLINE

James K. & Barbara A. Johnson,
8200 Middleton Rd., Garner, NC 27529-9033
Tel.: 919-979-4425; Wire Co. CXR & RPTR
Eli & Aylvia Sizian,
106 Lily Pond Ave., Staten Island, NY 10305
Tel.: 718-447-1394; MOC 54-55; Message Ctr.– Motor
Messenger
Harvey F. & Dorothy Weatherly
5215 Rose Lane, Beaumont, TX 7708-2909
Tel.: 409-898-0256; HQ Co 54-56
Ralph Edwards
13515 Plantation Way, Moreno Valley, CA 92555;
Tel.: 951-247-2458; 97th SVC 61-63

Members, Associates, Families and Friends;

A great big WELCOME
We hope to see you at the
National and/or Mini-reunions!

From: Jon Kilburn

As some of you know, I have set up the last two editions of The
Communicator online, in a secure area of the 97th Signal Battalion
Association website, www.triedandtrue.org .
We have converted those issues to a PDF format, so they can be
easily viewed, printed, and/or saved with Adobe’s Acrobat Reader.
These two issues and any following issues will have color pictures
and graphics, where available. There is a link on the page for
downloading the latest version of Adobe’s Acrobat Reader, if you
don’t already have it loaded on your computer.
You may forward this message to all of the Association members,
Associates and their families.
The access is Username & Password protected to keep the information from getting into the hands of spammers. As added security,
there is a link to it online… you have to go directly to the link below
and use the Username & Password in lower case, exactly as shown
below; so either bookmark the page, or better yet, keep a copy of
this message for reference:

http://www.triedandtrue.org/communicator/
New ID: comunic8tr
New Password: pswd97th4u

Where in the World…
Finding 97th Army Buddies

Jon Kilburn,
Webmaster e-mail: webmaster@triedandtrue.org
or: jon@kilburn.org
www.triedandtrue.org

Eugene Darmstedter is the Association Membership Chairman. He asks that each of us to reach back in our memory
bank and come up with some names from those days when we
were in Germany. It’s important to find more of our younger
guys who served from 1965 and later. We have to use any type
of search available to us. You may send names to Eugene via:
E-mail: Marygene38@cs.com
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter
4 Sunrise Drive
Blasdell, NY 14219
Tel: (716) 822-2380
Locator Team
Anyone interested in becoming a Locator Team member, please contact Gene
Darmstedter. He will appreciate any help he can get. Haroland (Pat) Patterson
is the newest Member of the Locator Team.

Jon updated the 97th SIG BN. Website. Great Job!!!
P.S. The feedback from members has been great!
Anyone remember these men?

At the suggestion of Gene Darmstedter, we have a new column—
finding comrades in a more informal way.
Names are published below, and members may supply first
name, MI (sort of hard to do), or city & state they were from. Any
additional bits of information would be helpful. Do you know?...

Joseph Norwillo; Rolando Lugo;
John Albano; Kathren Ziemer;
Benjamin Morrison; Roy A. Nichols;
Larry Bretz; Thomas Addy

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible.
A last known address, city or state will help. No nicknames, please.
LAST NAME, MI.
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FIRST NAME

ADDRESS

DOB

ASN
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Membership News & Services
All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER:
New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make
corrections/changes in your member roster.
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter.
Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the
subsequent newsletter.
When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the
Active Roster up to date at all times.
Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on to
your last retreat.
Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;
e-mail 97th business only: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

Where is my Newsletter?
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.
Reasons:

•

I did not pay my dues!

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!! Dues to be paid January of each year.
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter.

•

Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP,
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address.
Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.
Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT
TO YOUR NEW ADRESS—even if you notify them of the change.
We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!

Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:
SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADRESS

STREET
CITY
STATE/ZIP
DATE: FROM

TO

REMARKS:
CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY!
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REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP
PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES
As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.
Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable 1 January of the dues year. To participate in the decision-making
processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues.

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________
SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________
97TH SERVICE: FROM__________TO_________ COMPANY/PLATOON________________________

My Dues are enclosed for the years:
2008_______2009_______2010_______2011_______2012_______

The Association also offers a LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______
Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each.
LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____

Important
Don’t forget to

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association
Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:
James Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557

ADDRESS CHANGE

Cut along dotted line

NAME:
OLD ADDRESS:
NEW ADDRESS:
EFFECTIVE DATE:
OTHER INFORMATION:
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TEL.#

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

renew your membership!
To receive the ROSTER and
COMMUNICATOR you have to be
up to date with your dues.
Also, please check e-mail and other
addresses; it’s vital we get the
CORRECT information.

ill members…
These members are ill,
and would appreciate cards,
phone calls, etc. We hope,
many are on the way to recovery, and/or are well again!!!
Bill Carr
Joyce Bury
Linda Sentell
(above three members are cancer
patients)
Max Knouse
Martha Fenner
If a member hears of another ill
member, please also notify Jimmy
Dykes to contact, so that he may
send get well wishes on behalf of
the Association.
Let’s all get/stay well and
keep in touch!!!

...keep in touch
Request :
We know that the families of the ill members are
often overwhelmed with caring for their spouse or a
friend. We think the membership would like to know
how they are doing, and we would like to publish an
update every now and then in the newsletter.
Our President’s wife, Linda Sentell, underwent cancer surgery May 27th.’08. Luckily,
it’s in the first stage, and the prognosis is
very good.
9562 W. Pleasant Street,
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759

Oops, a mistake—
Elsa Highsmith, Nov. 5, 2007, was the
wife of Milton Highsmith – not Phil Smith

Blast from the Past

Taps
Ed O’Mara, May 22, 2007 (unfortunately
news was delayed)
Charles Wedekind, March 17, 2008
John F. Krotec, Feb. 14, 2008

Remembering our
Comrades who have
taken their
Last Retreat
We also would like to remember our
members’ spouses:

This is a photo of Frank Richard Tronson, born January, 29, 1928 in Tacoma,
Washington. He lived most of his life in
Valier, Montana. He was in the 97th Sig
BN in the 1950’s, assigned to Baumholder Det., Germany.

Donald M. Tronson, Nephew.
1st SGT , retired. Mailing address PO
BOX 587, Shelby MT 59474; Tel. 406424-7909; e-mail dltronson@juno.com
Any info. or pictures would be appreciated.

1958 97th Soccer team
Can anyone identify these fellows?
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We have gained many new
members in the past few years,
and the reunions will be growing
steadily; we need more helping
hands.
Please consider being a HOST
for a reunion in the years ahead.
It’s never too early!
If two or three members get
together to hold a reunion, it
would be so much easier for everyone. The more the merrier; it’s
less of a burden just for one host,
and can be lots of fun, too.

By helping with some of the tasks—
like serving on the reunion committee—members will feel more
involved in the future of the Association!
See below for
information/guidelines.

The Association has established a “BENEVOLENCE FUND”.
This fund is used for any of our members who are unable to attend our
reunions because of financial considerations.

National Reunion
May3—May 9 2009
Best Western
Dobson Ranch Inn
Mesa, Arizona

Should any of our comrades wish to
attend the reunions, please contact
our Benevolence Fund Coordinators:
Gilbert L. MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or
Robert A. Sentell (St. Helen, MI). Any
information regarding this plan is
treated as “Confidential”, and not
made available to the general membership.

More Information in the

If any member is aware of another
member being in need of such assistance, please notify one of the Fund
Coordinators.

October Communicator
Anyone interested in hosting
a Reunion for 2010 or 2011?
Please bring your proposals
to the 2009 Reunion

If a member who needs such service,
can arrive in the reunion city, we will
assist with the lodging and banquet.

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 97th
is Alive and Well”.

Dave Harris and Bob Sentell developed a package of detailed guidelines and forms to be sent to Convention
Centers/Hotels stating the requirements, etc. for our reunions. This is a very valuable tool for anyone who considers hosting a National Reunion; it minimizes the stress of dealing with various offices and people.

Please contact Bob Sentell (co-ordinator for reunions) for this material.

What’s Your Name?

ACTIVE MEMBER

Arrangements have been made to procure permanent name
tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags have black
lettering on a yellow background with the 97th Crest on the
upper left, and crossed signal flags on the upper right.

John A. Doe
SPOUSE/GUEST
Jane A. Doe

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by filling out order form below and sending it to
George Case - see Supply Depot page .

MEMBER’S NAME
COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH
SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME
“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… :
# of TAGS:

Issue 2, June 2008

X $10.00

$

Add $2.00 up to
two tags f. S&H

$

ENCLOSED

$
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97th Signal Battalion 20th National Reunion May 2008 Virginia Beach

President Bob Sentell addressing the Members at the Banquet

Gene Darmstedter
receiving the Jim Austin
Achievement Award in
appreciation for his
dedicated work for the
97th Signal Battalion
Association

Congratulations!

A humorous moment at the
Award ceremony

AT
THE
BANQUET

Vice-president Meir Horvitz announcing
the 97th Association Scholarship Winners
Page 8

Bob Sentell giving the raffle prize to new
member
James & Doris Anderson—a
free stay at the hotel

The Communicator

Row 1 L-R: J. Dykes, D. Schneider, A. Arceneaux, L. Goertzen, M. Horvitz, K. Fawley, D. Harris, E. Miller, E.
Darmstedter, R. Brandoli,
Row 2 L-R: W. Fort, A. Whitton, C. Carney, G. Case, P. Smith, W. Pinchback, R. Sentell, J. Goodfellow, W. Riggle,
Row 3 L-R: G. Lindenmuth, C. Lisenby, J. Albritton, E. Schlegel, B. Sevier, H. Spencer, R. Holliday, H. Burt, C.
Hornsby, T. Greene
Missing: R. Torres, S. Fenner, T. Kane, R. Kurlevich, J. Anderson

TOUR of NAVAL MUSEUM

Mighty King Neptune

Battleship USS Wisconsin
now moored at Nauticus Museum in Norfolk
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Those guns are real!!!
The Communicator

Charlie & Edith Hornsby

Meir Horvitz

Bob & Linda Sentell

David & Gloria Harris

Eugene & Mary Darmstedter

James Dykes

THE 97TH
PHOTO GALLERY

James & Doris Anderson

Jeanette & Randy Maust

Avery Harris

Bill & Romayne Pinchback
Page 10

Rosie Roberts
Billy & Janis Sevier
The Communicator

Leo & Mavis Goertzen

Johnnie& Jane Albritton

Tom & Fran Greene

Helga & Phil Smith

Andrew & Maureen
Whitton

Ed & Lois Schlegel

Harold & Nancy Burt
Dee Radke & Rosie Roberts

Ralph & Debra Davidson

Patrick & Linda Baker

John & Dot Goodfellow

Tom & Frieda Kane

First—Time Attendees

MORE “PR0M” PICTURES
Cecil & Hildegard Lisenby

Roque & Ida Torres
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AT THE BANQUET

Ray & Ersilia Brandoli

Bill & Shirley Riggle

Emerick & Louise Miller

Richard Holliday & Gail Smalley
The Communicator

Don & Marge & Schneider

André & Jean Arceneaux

Steve & Martha Fenner

Richard Kurolvech &
Marie Nemeth

MORE 97TH
GALLERY PICTURES

Harvey Spencer

Charles Carney

Walt & Melitta Fort

Gary Lindenmuth &
Marilyn Secco

Ken Fawley’s Sister &
Brother-in-law Pat & Joy
Kelley did not attend the
Banquet
(no photo)
George & Edie Case
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Ken & Caroline Fawley
The Communicator

Melitta & Avery checking the horizon
Gary & Marilyn on
a lovey-dovey ride
along the beach

Seagulls have
interesting
perches to view
the scene

Glorious sunrise on the beach
In the CP
Room
Some ladies are
hard at work,
and others are
just having a
good time
catching up on
things.
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Charlie the “Papparazzo”
Scenes from the Banquet
Arceneauxs dancing almost
cheek to cheek

Steve Fenner & Melitta Fort
shaking their “booties”

Tom & Fran are always the Swingers

The Hornsbys demonstrating the Swing Dance

George &
Edie
Case enjoying
the bus
ride

Some of the “Photo Guys” enjoying a wonderful meal with
classy piano accompaniment
Some of the dye-hard golf players.
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Board of Directors Meeting,
May 9, 2008
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Present:
Robert Sentell—President
Meir Horvitz—Vice President
James Dykes—Secretary/Treasurer
Johnnie Albritton—Board Member

William Pinchback—Board Member
William Riggle—Board Member
Harvey Spencer—Board Member
Andrew Whitton—Board Member

President Robert Sentell called the meeting to order at 8:30 am
The minutes of the May 11, 2007 Board of Directors Meeting were read—motion for approval was made by Harvey “Bud” Spencer and seconded.
Minutes Approved.
The Treasurer’s report was a financial statement, with a balance of $15,244.81 on January 1, 2008.
Vice-President Meir Horvitz discussed his review of the Association’s 2007 financial records.
President Robert Sentell explained the purpose of the Benevolence Fund.
Status report on Jon Kilburn’s condition was given.
Motion by Vice-President Meir Horvitz to remove all old and obsolete office equipment ftrom the Association’s records was seconded and approved.
Motion by Vice-President Meir Horvitz to discontinue the Scholarship Program was seconded and approved for presentation to the General Membership (in attendance) for final approval.
Motion by Vice-President Meir Horvitz, requiring that any action pertaining to the General Membership, e.g. raffles, funds,, etc. must be brought to
the Board of Directors for presentation to the General Membership for a vote. The The motion was seconded and approved.
2009 National Reunion presentation was given by James Dykes.
10:10 am Motion to adjourn was seconded ; Meeting adjourned.
J. Dykes
Secretary/Treasurer

General Membership Meeting
May 9, 2008
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Meeting was called to order at 11;05 am by President Robert Sentell.
Opening remarks by President Robert Sentell
Election of Officers (2 Board of Directors)
Candidates :Dexter Gillis - incumbent
William Riggle - incumbent
Roque Torres
Vote Certifiers -Billy Sevier, Johnnie Albritton
Dexter Gillis and William Riggle were elected to serve two-year terms (2008-2010)
The 2007 General Membership Meeting minutes were read by Harvey Spencer. A motion to approve was seconded and the minutes were approved.
The Treasurer’s Report given by Vice-President Meir Horvitz, was a financial statement, with a balance of $15,244.81 on January 1, 2008.
A progress report on Max Knouse was given by Charlie Hornsby.
A motion by Charlie Hornsby to discontinue the present method of selecting national reunion sites (by region) and return to the original method
(national). To become effective with the 2010 National Reunion was seconded and approved.
2009 National Reunion site presentation by President Robert Sentell.
A motion by Harvey “Bud” Spencer that the Mini-Reunions be recognized as unofficial events (no Association business to be conducted) with the
stipulation that liability insurance be obtained, seconded by Andrew Whitton and approved.
A motion by André Arceneaux to discontinue the Scholarship Program was seconded and unanimously approved.
12:00 pm a motion to adjourn was seconded and approved; meeting adjourned.
J. Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer
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97th Signal Battalion Association
Financial Status Report
January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2007

Account Balance January 1, 2007 (Checking)
Scholarship CD. Check (587-1564)
TOTAL

$12,816.32
$ 1,921.34
$14,737.66

Scholarship Fund ($ ,921.34)
Benevolence Fund ($1,500.00)
All included in the TOTAL
Account Balance January 1, 2008 (Checking)

$15,244.81

Scholarship Fund ($2,019.34)
Benevolence Fund ($1,500.00)
Advance Payments ($650.00)
All included in TOTAL
MEMBERSHIP as of 4-25-08
Life Members
Members who pay annually
Total Membership

194
226
420

J. Dykes

97th Signal Battalion Association
2008 National Reunion
Financial Report
CONTRIBUTIONS
Hospitality Room (CP)
Banquet
Registration Fees
Tours
Sale of Raffle Tickets
TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS

$ 01,418.00
$ 01,836.00
$ 00,670.00
$ 02,352.00
$ 00,290.00
$ 06,566.00

EXPENSES
Hospitality Room (CP stock)
Bartender
TOTAL

$ 00,695.26
$ 00,200.00
$ 00,895.26

Banquet
Entertainment (Band)
TOTAL

$ 02,185.00
$ 00,400.00
$ 02,585.00

Tours (Sightseeing)

$ 02,352,00

Miscellaneous
Coffee & Donuts
Plaque
Liability Insurance
TOTAL

$ 00,112,65
$ 00,050.09
$ 00,184.56
$ 00,347.30

Total Contributions
Total Expenses
BALANCE = +

$ 06,566.00
$ 06,179.56
$ 00,386.44

J. Dykes
97th Signal Battalion Financial Status April 10 through May 8. 2008
Balance 4/10/08
Total Credits
Debits
BALANCE
Issue 2, June 2008

$ 21,652.81
$ 01,370.50
$ 00,878.55
$ 22,144.76

J. Dykes Sec./Trea
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Your Story...
We have had a few contributions in the Newsletter—from some of our members about their military service—
especially those who have been in Germany during WWII.

If possible, we would like to do mostly oral interviews (at the
reunions would be a good opportunity), but have a
mail-in form for written responses because some members are
not able to attend the reunions.

Why did you join, and how old were you?
What was your occupation at the time?
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional
training?
What and where was/were your assignments)?
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of
the world?
When, where, how long?
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that
generation)
When did you come home?
What did you do after you returned home?
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your
future?

On the right is the format for the interviews, and serves as a
guideline for members to think about when they are being interviewed (It was formerly called Story Time).

Any additional information is welcome. We also would like
pictures in uniform and a recent photograph (original
prints if possible for better reproduction).

It is so important to hear about members’ experiences which
shaped their lives. Most have a great reservoir of stories that
would be interesting to the group.
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope,
it will be a regular feature with many willing subjects. We invite
any comments/suggestions.

97th always Tried and True
in my Book
My Story by Charles Carney
I joined the Army
on 3 June1956, when I was commissioned as a Reserve Officer
upon graduation from St. Peter’s
College, Jersey City, NJ. I was
twenty-one at the time, and with my
youthful appearance, I could hardly
pass for eighteen.
My orders called for me to report for Active Duty in December 1956, so I took a job with the Prudential Insurance Company in Newark, NJ as a Group Insurance
Trainee. In December I left the Prudential on a two-year
military leave of absence and reported to Fort Monmouth,
NJ for the nine-week Basic Signal Officer Course.
Why was I in the 97th Sig BN? Luck of the draw, I guess.
When I was told I was going to Germany at the end of the
Basic Course at Fort Monmouth, I was also told I would
learn my unit assignment when I arrived at Rhein/Main Air
Force Base in Frankfurt. The morning after I arrived in
Germany, I was told that I was going to the 97th Signal
Battalion in the Stuttgart Sub-Area (USAREUR jargon).
They took me to the Hauptbahnhof in Frankfurt and put
me on a train to Stuttgart with another Second Lieutenant
named Yukio Kuniyuki. At Stuttgart, we were driven to the
Panzer Kaserne in an Army Staff car. At Panzer Kaserne,
we were met by Chief warrant Officer York, who told us
two things: One, the Battalion was in the field participating
in Exercise LION NOIR, and Two, he was informed only
one hour ago that we were assigned!
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So, here I was, a grass green kid wearing 2nd
Lieutenant bars with a lot to learn. But I had some good
teachers in Wire Operations Company (WOC), like CPT
Bill Corbett, the CEO, Lts. John Del Colliano and Dave
Troth, the veteran LT. Rolf Schumann and a group of
NCO’s who impressed me with their dedication to the
Company and their determination to make every member a productive one, regardless of rank. I was originally assigned to the Carrier platoon, but that didn’t last
long. Seventh Army needed a Signal Officer on the CMI
(Command Maintenance Inspection) team and I got the
assignment. The good part was that it gave me a
chance to travel around West-Germany, to make presentations, answer questions and assert myself. After
eight months, I returned to WOC, where I was assigned
to the Teletype Platoon. The CEO was now CPT Jim
Callaghan, a former Infantry Officer with a different
style of command. Just when I was getting used to how
he operated, he was transferred, and CPT Bob Casanova replaced him. I was now a First Lieutenant, and
CPT Casanova put me in command of the Teletype
Platoon, a job I grew to love in my waning days of active duty. I was very fortunate to have a great platoon
with strong NCOs and some top soldiers, both volunteers (RA) and draftees (US).
My assignment also proved the “small Army” theory. When I fist joined WOC, one of the Lts. (Dave
Troth) was also a graduate of St. Peter’s College. We
knew each other from ROTC days. The next year ,
turned Army, also another Lt. (Ed Wilhelm) joined us.
Ed and I both graduated from St. Peter’s Prep! Lt. Jud
Barton, an “old salt” turned Army, also hailed from Jersey City, NJ.
Cont’d on p. 18
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More from the Past
Cont’ d from pg. 17
On active duty, I served only in Ft. Monmouth as a student
and Panzer Kaserne, Germany with the 97th. Since the 97th
was big and spread out over West-Germany, duty as the pay
officer was usually an Odyssey. Sometimes, the 160th Signal
Group would provide a plane and at other times I’d be driven
in a three quarter ton truck by SFC Kashner (aka “the Rock”).
Thuis unique NCO knew where every soldier in WOC was
located. He also taught me how to start this balky truck, a skill
I was destined to use for many years in the National Guard.
Years later, as a NJ National Guard Officer, I trained or
attended courses/seminars in Fort Dix (NJ), Fort Drum (NY),
Fort Stuart (GA), Fort Indian Town Gap (PA), Fort Knox (KY),
Fort Pickett (VA), Fort Gordon (GA) and Fort Leavenworth
(KS) -where I graduated from the Resident/Non-Resident
Course of The Command and General Staff College in 1973.
In November, 1958 I rotated back to the US for relief from
active duty, and to a Reserve status. But I still had some unfinished business in Germany—a woman I met in Stuttgart,
whom I couldn’t forget after I left Germany. I flew back in April
of 1959, married her, brought her to the USA and lived happily with her until she passed away eight years ago.
Anne became a Reserve Officer’s wife! In addition to my
job at the Prudential, I had a Reserve commitment. I joined
the NJ Army National Guard and served in several units, usually as the Signal Officer, until I retired in 1984 as a Lieutenant Colonel and the Signal Officer for the NJ State Area Command. At the Prudential, I started as an Insurance Technician, but when the computer made its appearance, I switched
to Data Processing, became a Programmer, then a Systems
Analyst.

The Prudential was able to link all eight of its home offices
together with an elaborate Data Transmission System which I
understood and used frequently. At the invitation of the General manager, I transferred into the Information Systems training area. I became an instructor, not only for technical
courses but also joined with another instructor to present a
course designed to teach technical people how to develop a
computer system, and the explain in business language how
that system would work for the insurance technicians who
would use the system—a great challenge and a much
needed course.

In conclusion, I also had the pleasure of swearing in
my son as a commissioned officer in the US Army
when he graduated from Norwich University. He’s now
a Colonel in the Active Army.

Thank you, 97th Signal Battalion, for playing a significant
role in my life.
In my book, you will always be
Tried and True.
LTC (Ret.) Charles Carney.

Charles with Reilly

Men’s Bookshelf
The Editor just finished two interesting books;

Eagles Over Berlin by Kati Fabian;
an account about the Berlin Airlift after the war.

Enemies are Human by Reinhold Pabel;
A German POW is able to break out, get to US via Canada,
and establish a new life, until he is found

What are you reading ???
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German Phrase of the Month:
“Lachen ist gesund” — Laughter is healthy!
...and here is something to really laugh about from
teachers in Albuquerque
Dear School: Please excuse John from being absent on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 32, 32, and also 33. My
son is under the doctor’s care and should not take
fizical ed. Please execute him.
Please excuse Joyce for a few days. Yesterday she
fell off a tree and misplaced her hip.

“Send in your favorite phrase!!!
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A recollection of the London Blitz of 1940-1941
By Robert Gore
I was born at the beginning of World War II, so my earliest memories are from about 1943 onwards. My family, parents,
two sisters and myself, lived in a Northern suburb of London which, like many other cities and towns in England, was heavily
bombed. The sound of the bombs, some far away, some near enough to shake the house and rattle the windows, could be
heard most nights. My sisters and I slept in a Morrison Shelter (named after the designer) which was a low steel cage, which
also doubled as a dining table. We also frequently spent long periods in this shelter during the day, whenever the air raid
warning sounded, and until the All Clear siren went off.
During the days, if the sky was clear, the white contrails from high altitude fighter aircraft filled the sky with crazy patterns as
they sought to shoot down attacking bombers and their fighter escorts. In the summer of 1944 we also experienced the V1
Rockets which had a very distinctive sound. It was a pilot-less aircraft with a one ton explosive warhead that flew until it ran
out of fluid, then went into a dive and exploded on impact. Up to a 100 a day came over from the launch sites in Europe.
We were told that when the engine cut out and the deathly silence started, we should count, and if we could count to 20, we
would be alright. Leaving out a few numbers certainly speeded up the process. That was one heck of a way for a 4-year old
to learn to count! The V2 was even worse because that was a true rocket. Fired up to a very high altitude, it was accurate
and came down so fast, the first thing you knew it was when it exploded.
Rationing, which started in1939, was a constant feature of life during World War II in England, and even at our young age,
we were aware that everything was in short supply or just not available. The country was effectively under siege by large
packs of U-Boats, and merchant ships bringing in food, oil petrol and other vital materials were being attacked and suffered
huge losses. Over half the British merchant ships at the beginning of the war had been sunk by the end of it.
Typical weekly rations per person were:
Candy 2 oz., Butter 4 oz., Ham 4 oz., Sugar 12 oz.,
Cheese 1 oz. eventually increased to 8 oz.,
Meat 4 oz.
From January 1941 no fresh or tinned fruit was
imported because shipping space was so badly
needed for war materials. Even eggs were hard to
get because poultry feed was imported, and that
was not considered a priority cargo; so we had tins
of powdered eggs. Turning powdered eggs into
something edible was, my mother told me long after
the war, a work of art.
From June 1944 up to D-Day there were endless
convoys of troops. Wherever we looked, as far as
our eyes could see, there were soldiers, trucks, and
tanks—some on the move, others just parked
alongside the road. All very exciting for a young
boy. Then one day we went outside and all the
roads were empty. There was nothing to be seen.
All the military equipment that had been fascinating
to a young boy was gone; there was nothing but
silence.
After D-Day, my abiding memories are of the enormous military ambulances we saw whenever we
went out. And wherever we went, the mournful
sound of the Last Post (Taps) was a sound constantly heard.

We hope this account by Robert Gore wil inspire
others to relate similar experiences.
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97th Ladies
The 97th Ladies lunches at the reunions are really

a great time to gather and just have a lovely time.

Anyone willing to organize the next one in 2009?

As the co-editor, I would like to appeal to our
97th Ladies to give a helping hand or two, i.e.
being the “Welcome Committee” for new member spouses, reunion registrations, “Keep-intouch” with ailing members, etc.

We could plan a 97th Ladies Day at the reunions with volunteers who live in the area, and can work
with the Reunion host to plan and host an “Adventure”.
But it can only succeed if ladies volunteer to be hostesses. Let co-editor Melitta know well ahead of
time, so it can be published in the Communicator.
Having something in common like this creates a bond of friendship. It also would be a nice way to
welcome “new member“ spouses to the Association.

PLEASE NOTE:
At the reunions, there will always be a room set aside with refreshments for the
ladies to gather while the Fellows are in their meetings.
At the last reunion in Virginia Beach, several ladies started a spontaneous
crochet group, and thought it would be a great idea to continue, as well as giving instructions to novices. Helga Smith, Hildegard Lisenby and Romaine Pinchback are able
and willing to lead the way.

Book Nook
Ladies,
The editor’s suggestion:

Since we moved to Pennsylvania, we took
the opportunity to visit the Pearl S. Buck
Museum, and I remembered how much I
like her writing.
“The Living Reed” and “Peony” are two
of her books I recommend.

What are you reading? Please,
share with the rest of us.
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Betty, the Intrepid
“Warrior”
This is a picture with a note
Betty Cherry sent to Charlie
Hornsby in February 17th, 08;
I got hit pretty hard again by the
Tornado, and I don’t know if I’ll
make the next reunion. As soon
as I get the repairs done, and
there are many, I am going to
relocate… 3 times in 5 years is
enough. My neighbors, about 6
of them, lost everything, so I
shouldn’t complain. I had to keep my sense of humor as I was in the
bathtub with a comforter and 4 pillows and a helmet; and thought to
myself, this has to really look funny. Because I had my purse with me
and my very small camera in it, I pulled it out and snapped this picture just seconds before it hit. Think I look scared?
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Earlier Medical Information researched
by Roland Martin

Roland Martin’s PC Corner
Tried and Truers,
As many of you remember, I have been
forwarding tips and answering questions regarding
computers via e-mail since August 1998. (We’ve had
as many as 168 members on my lists at our peak).
Plus, we’ve had the PC Corner Column in the Communicator since December 2001.
Well, the time seems to have come when I must give
up the practice. Nothing is forever, and this seems
like an appropriate time to continue with my more
leisurely pursuits. It just seems to me that more and
more of you are becoming “computer experts”, and
no longer have a real need for any more “extra” advice.
Believe me, I have truly enjoyed this “career”, and I
cease with sweet regrets. For most, the “tip e-mails”
have been the only channel of communication between us. For other, we had the reunions (which I
sincerely hope to continue to attend), and the Thursday night chats (which I certainly wish more of you
would participate in), plus many, many personal telephone conversations we’ve had along the way; hopefully these will not stop.

Thank you, Roland for the great work you did for
all members.
The Ed’s

Telephone numbers and websites you need to know:
1. For information relating to TFL:
Telephone: 1-866-773-0404 (TDD: 1-866-773-0405)
Web site: www.tricare4u.com
This information also appears on the Explanation of
Benefits form sent by Tricare.
2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Management
Facility (TMA) for any questions concerning military
health care: Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil
3. For prescription drug questions:
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779
(TDD: 1-877-540-6261)
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903,
Phoenix, AZ 85082-0903
More detailed information has been published in earlier
editions of the Communicator.
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at either
the web sites, from their old Communicator copies, or
even from me.

P.S.: I would be remiss if there was not a note added
here in deep appreciation for all the work many of did during our campaign to get the Tricare for Life Medicare
Supplement enacted.
That was truly a great accomplishment.

I’d like to leave you with the following tips to help with your computer problems:
How to Make Certain Programs Open at Start Up
You can get any program to open up when Windows starts, just add a shortcut for the program to the
startup folder in your start menu. Here is how:
1. Click on “Start” then click on “Programs” or “All Programs”
2. Locate the Startup folder in your programs menu. Right click on it, and click “Open”.
3. Leave the Startup folder open on your desktop, and click on “Start” again.
4. Click on “Programs and find the program you want to open automatically.
5. Using your right mouse button, drag the program shortcut from your start menu to the startup folder and release the mouse button.
6. A small menu will appear, click on “Copy Here” (or “create shortcut here) and the close the Startup window.
7. When you reboot the computer, your program will open automatically.

Another tip in the October issue.
Farewell! And please keep in touch. T&T Roland
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OFFICERS, SECRETARY/TREASURER and DIRECTORS

Past Presidents

As of June 1, 2007

Donald K. Adams

President
Robert A. Sentell (2007-2009)
9562 W. Pleasant Street
St. Helen, MI 48656-9759
Tel. (989)389-3149

Gilbert L. MacDonald
John J. Truffa
Paul W. Muuss

Vice-President (2007-2009)
Meir I. Horvitz
4954 Pigeon Plum Circle
Melbourne, FL 32940
Tel.: (321)426-4935

Harvey L. Spencer
Edward R. O’Mara
Emilio F. Bandiero
Eugene L. Darmstedter

Secretary/Treasurer
James A. Dykes
3200 Castlewood Circle
Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557
Tel.: (530)644-4635

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Chaplains

Johnnie M. Albritton (2007-2009)

Andrew Whitton (2007-2010)

2404 Bradford Drive 6D

70 Blanchard Road

Wilson, NC 27896-1786

Marlton, NJ 08053-2943

Andrew Whitton

Tel.: (252) 243-6584

Tel. (856) 983-7587

70 Blanchard Road
Marlton, NJ 08053

Harvey L. Spencer (2007-2010))

William J. Riggle (2006-2008)

1875 Crestmont Drive

4064 Pipeline Road

Redding. CA 96002-0114

Blaine, WA 98230-9745

Tel. (530) 221-7949

Tel. (360) 392-8991

Dexter C. Gillis (2006-2008)

William P. Pinchback (2007-2009)

6 Cottage Street

7906 Desen Drive

Marblehead, MA 01945-3028

Lanham, MD 20706-3550

Tel. (781)632-5942

Tel. (301)552-3596

Tel. (609) 983-7587

Bernard L. Carter
2519 Deerfield Drive
Petersburg, VA 23805
Tel. (804) 861-4918

Benevolence

Historian & Public Information

Supply Sergeant

Reunion & Hospitality
Coordinator

George A. Case

Robert A. Sentell

Gilbert L. MacDonald

Director

102 S. 18th Street

9562 W. Pleasant St.

4704 Roundrock Drive

Clear Lake, IA 50428

St. Helen, MI 48656

El Paso, TX 79924

Tel. 641-357-7569

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (915) 821-6475

Recorder

Newsletter

Sales & Promotions

Avery Harris
3103 Wildwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
Tel. (256)-539-8897 (cell)

Walt & Melitta Fort

Open Position

Robert A. Sentell
9562 W. Pleasant St.

1048 Buckingham Drive

St. Helen, MI 48656

Allentown, PA 18103

Tel. (989) 389-3149

Tel. (610) 740-0808
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Changes/Additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members
There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send
your corrections to Secretary :

James Dykes, 3200 Castlewood Circle, Pollock Pines, CA 95726-9557;
e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net

E-mail Additions/Changes
*NEW MEMBERS
** LIFETIME MEMBERS *** CHANGE

* Ralph Edwards

redwards65023
@roadrunner.com

*Harvey Weatherly

hfdotweatherly@aol.com

* Eli Sizian

esizian@yahoo.com

* James Johnson

jkennethj@chilitech.com

*** Henry Lewis, Jr.

henrylewis303@comcast.net

*** Robert Rimsa

rerimsa@se.rr.com

*** Roland Martin

r2j7mart@knology.net

*** Eric Read

readgrace@q.com
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Address, telephone & e-mail changes & corrections are printed in each issue.
Please check and make entries in your rosters.

Clark G. Berrier, Jr., 541 School Lne,
Mt Joy, PA 17552-2945
Henry S. Lewis, Jr., 303 Minor Ridge Rd,
Charlottesville, VA 22901;Tel.: 434-973-6944
James C. Dunne; 15 Pleasant St. Apt. #2E,
Harwich Port, MA 02646-1809
Louis B. & Edna H. Felder, 10877 Park Rd. 37
# 163, Lake Hills , TX 78063-7008
Robert M. Hetrick, 603 Mattern Orchard Dr.,
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
Ilene M. Hoffer, 55 Old Middletown Rd.#55,
Nanuet, NY 10954-3209
David A. Prior, 4460 Greenwich CT, Apt. C11,
Saint Louis, MO 63108-2552
Michael C. Gintoli, 404 Victoria Dr.,
Port Orange, FL 32129
Robert L. Galvin, 91 Hancock St.,
Dorchester, MA 02125-2111
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97TH Signal Battalion SUPPLY DEPOT
ITEMS

COST PER ITEM

QUANTITY

7th Army Decals

3 for $2.00

7th Army Shoulder Patches

$3.50 each

Signal Corps flag pins (Officer Brass

$6.50 each

97th Sig BnUnit Crest

$7.00 each

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys

$5.00

White 97th CAP

$9.00

Tan CAP – embroidered / extra options—unit/year/state

$15.00/ $10.00 additional

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel

$20.00

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey

$22.00

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve

$35.00

Size

Golf/Polo shirt, black/orange/steel

$26.00

Size/color

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey

$36.00

size

“Böblingen” Tote bags

$8.00

License Plate Frame

$7.50

Name Tags (see pg. 7 for order form)

$10.00 each

Size/color
Size/color

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation

SUBTOTAL
Check next Page & the
97th Web pages for
Pictures of Products

Mail to: Supply Sergeant

TOTAL

George Case

S&H
$7.00

on all orders

102 S. 18th Street, Clear Lake, IA 50428

Note: Many items fit in
regular envelopes,
unless ordering several
or heavy items.

Tel.: 641-357-7569
.

TOTAL

Cut out order form below - also copy for own records

Items Ordered

Cost

Name

Tel./e-mail

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Regular T-shirt grey/steel/orange $20.00
Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00

Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00

CAPS
White Cap $9.00
Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/
Options $10.00
Blue Cap $5.00

Fleece Vest
sleeveless, dk. grey
$42.00

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue
long/short sleeved $35.00

SUPPLY DEPOT

Böblingen Tote Bag $8.00
7th Army Shoulder Patch $3.50
97th Unit Crest 7.00 each
“Tried and True inscription

License Plates $ 7.50 each
plus postage

Signal Corps Flag Pins $2.75
7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00
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