
1  

 

The Communicator 
  Issued to members of the 97th Signal 
Battalion Association as an informational 
guide to activities of the Association, and 
to further the comradeship between 
active members; not only for now but 
also in the future. 

Active members receive this publication 
with membership. Inactive members may 
obtain copies by sending $2.50 per copy 
to the Secretary. 

Communication:             
Secretary/Treasurer:                                           
James A. Dykes,                                         
1167 Oak Knoll Court,                     
Folsom, CA 95630                                
Tel.: (916) 984-4634                                         
E-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 

Newsletter Co-editors                       
Walt & Melitta Fort                        
1048 Buckingham Dr.                                   
Allentown, PA 18103-9785                                       
Tel: (610)740-0808                             
E-mail: wmf97@rcn.com 

Visit our Website:         
https://www.97thsigbn.org 

Jay Horvitz, Webmaster                        
see page 2                                          
 3124 N. Twelve Oaks                                         Peoria
 Peoria, IL 61604                                          
E-mail: jmhorvitz@comcast.net

  

The Reunion 2011  
Rapid City, SD                                             

May 16—21  2011                                            
See pp. 5—11  

We hope for a great turn-out                    

97th Signal Battalion Association                                                             
For Those Who  Served 1942 to 1993 

 Newsletter                          
publication dates:                                            

The Newsletter will  appear three 
(3) times a year:                              
February, June and October.  

Deadline for news etc.                       
1 Feb. ,1. June, 1 Oct.                    

Many members can also 
read/print the newsletter on-line. 
Those members without computer 
access will receive a paper copy. 

Note: Please note the               
new ID# and password for  the  
COMMUNICATOR online:             
page 2 

 

   

                           It is time for me to give up the gavel and turn it over to 
my successor  André Arceneaux after a personally rewarding term in 
office. I’d like to thank all of our Board members, especially Jim Dykes 
who has been my conscience and always kept me up-to-date on what 
was happening during the two years of my tenure.  

While I am thanking various members of the organization for their hard 
work in helping establish a truly viable organization, I would like to thank 

the following individuals - not in any order of importance - but as they come to my mind. Walt 
and Melitta Fort  for the work they do on the Communicator, Gene Darmstedter and his crew of 
locators for getting new members into the Association; God knows we need fresh blood. My 
predecessor Bob Sentell, for all the effort he puts into reunion planning. George Case, for the 
outstanding job he has done as Quartermaster.  Many of you know that our always cheerful CP 
Room hostess Rosie Roberts has been very ill and did not come to the Branson reunion. We 
missed her smiling face. I want to take this opportunity to let her know that our thoughts and 
prayers are with her and hope that she will get better soon. Undoubtedly, there are many other 
members who should be thanked and commended for their contributions to the Association,  
but I wouldn’t have enough room to list them all.  

Remember the Jim Austin Award; I still require nominations, but have not received any to date.  

At this time there is a need for members to step up and volunteer for the vacant positions of 
Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer and two Board Members. Anyone who is interested in fill-
ing those vacancies, please contact Jim Dykes so that we may enter your names on the Ballot. 

I may be beating a dead horse, but the time has come for the younger members to become 
active in the operations of the Association; you are the future of our organization. Without you 
we will not thrive but wane and cease to exist as an active and proud organization. It’s not a 
time consuming task—meetings are just once a year at the National Reunion. 

To the incoming President, Officers and Board of Directors, my best wishes for your leadership 
in upholding our vibrant organization. 

Meir I. Horvitz  

T&T 

Published three times per year:  
Issue 1, Feb. 2011 

COMMUNICATOR 

President’s Message…   
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      Attention 
                                                 
Please, send any                                   
administrative news 
items pertaining to mem-
berships, change of ad-
dresses (incl. e-mail),           

illnesses, deaths notices...  

only to :                                                                 
Secretary/Treasurer: James Dykes            
1167 Oak Knoll Court,                                                                                                                
Folsom, CA 95630                                    
Tel.: 916-984-4634                              
E-mail:                                            
97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

Please, No Jokes and other Spam!!!                                             

 

Please READ                                                                                                                                                             
the newsletter carefully– and let your spouses 

read it, too. 

  We have had some complaints about 
not being aware of some information submitted                                                                   
in the Newsletter; either being omitted or            
misleading.  

We apologize for any errors—particularly names 
misspelled, e-mails mixed up, etc.; no malice 
intended.                                                                
Please, check your updated e-mail lists, rosters 
and newsletter when they are published.                                           

Send all information: new members, address 
changes, ill members, members who passed 
away, to the                                                        
Secretary, Jimmy Dykes directly.                                         

 

 

The Communicator 
ONLINE                                                   

 

How to read the NEWSLETTER  
http://www.97thsigbn.org 
 

 

Jay Horvitz,                                                                                
Webmaster e-mail: jmhorvitz@comcast.net 
                    
  
 

Administrative Notices/News 

 
 
We had a few hacked messages sent to 
us, and want to make you aware of this kind of 
activity on your computers as well. Please be 
very careful about forwarding messages. If you 
don’t know  where it came from, please ignore 
and delete it.                                                                                                           

Thanks ; The Editors 

97th Signal Battalion Association     
2010 Financial Report 

 

Balance January 1, 2010 $11,629.86 
Total Credits   $14,007.50 
                   
Total     $25,637.36 
Total Debits            $12,828.10 
Balance Jan. 1, 2011           $12,809.26 
 
Benevolence Fund of $1,650 is included in the 
balance 
 
J. Dykes 
Sec/Treasurer 
01-20-11 
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        Eugene Darmstedter is the Association 
Membership Chairman. He asks that each of us 
reach back in our  memory bank and come up with 
some names from those days when we were in   
Germany. It’s important to find more of our 
younger guys who served from 1965 and later.           
We have to use any type of search available  to us. 
You may send names to Eugene via: 
E-mail: marygene@roadrunner.com                                                                  
US Mail: Eugene Darmstedter                                                                         
4 Sunrise Drive                                                                                        
Blasdell, NY 14219                                                                                        

Please use the form below with additional information. Members are requested to supply as much information as possible. 
A last known address, city or state will help.  No nicknames, please. 

LAST NAME, MI. FIRST NAME ADDRESS DOB ASN 

     

     

     

 

New Member: 
           
Leroy Garmatz,                          
1351 149th Ave.                         
Verdi, MN 56164;                                       
Crypto Repair 58-59                             

 

More New Members   ?                                        

 

  Welcome New Members                                          

Where in the World…                                               
Finding 97th Army Buddies 

In Search of…. 
Major James Joseph O’Harra:                                                         
Date of Birth: May 27 1920;                                                          
Date of Death: March 23 1997                                                             
I first knew Major O’Harra on 1946 when we were both 
Lieutenants in Böblingen, Germany. We were both in the 
US Constabulary. I believe  he was the Squadron Signal 
Officer and at that time I was the Squadron Adjutant.                          
The unit was the 72nd Constabulary Squadron. In late 
1947, I was assigned to Headquarters, 15th Constabulary 
Group located in Füssen, Germany, so I lost contact with 
Major O’Harra.                                                                                      
I am bit uncertain on this, but I believe that He received 
his   initial commission from an enlisted status during the 
latter part of the war before the Constabulary was 
formed. We became the best of friends. Our families, who 
were among the first to come to occupied Germany, also 
became close friends. Our paths crossed a number of 
times later; in Japan, and in the US at various military 
stations. After retiring around 1965 from the military ser-
vice we lost contact with the O’Harra family. By searching 
the Arlington Graveside Web, I was able to confirm his 
and his wife’s Death.                                                                          
I the began a search for his son and located him. My pri-
mary goal in seeking this information from you is to fill in 
the son’s information about his father during the period 
when he was a member of the 97th SIG. BN. during the 
war and the US Constabulary period. I have been unable 
to find his name on any of the website history records.                        

My E-mail: charlestodd@mediacombb.net                                           

FOUND: Charles “Sonny” Deford 
Jr. Baltimore, MD. 97th SIG. BN. 
1961-63. He was a fantastic artist 
and cartoonist with a great sense of 
humor. He was a gutsy little guy. He 
once went AWOL for a month, to 
dance and drink, and all the while 
sleeping in the barracks of the MP’s who were look-
ing for him. 
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Taps 
         These members are ill, and 
would appreciate cards, phone 
calls, e-mails, etc.                    
We hope, many are on the way to 
recovery, and/or are well again!!!                                                          

John Kilburn                                        
Richard  Kurlovich                      
Manual Ortiz                      
David  Secor                          
Richard Holliday                        
George Zentner        

If a member hears of another  
ill member, please notify                    
Jimmy Dykes who will contact                   
Andy Whitton, so that he may 
send get well wishes on behalf 
of the Association. 
 

  

Remembering our  
Comrades who have 

taken their                           
Last Retreat                             

Bill Tokar,  2009                                                 
Walter Gust, Nov. 2010                         
Emerick Miller , Dec. 2010                           
Benjamin Smith,  Dec. 2010               
Farley Childress, Nov. 3  2010                           
 

We also would like remember our 
Members’ spouses who passed 
away:                                                        
Annie H. Frederick July 22, 2010; 
wife of Fred Frederick 

                                                          
Please notify J. Dykes                                                

ill members…          ...keep in touch 

Request : 

   We know that the families of 
the ill members are often over-
whelmed with caring for their 
spouse or a friend.  

   We think, the membership 
would like to know how they are 
doing, and we would like to  
publish an update every now 
and then in the newsletter. 

  

Rosie Roberts                        
Our longtime official CP room 
hostess and all–around helper 
has health problem, and cannot 
attend any reunions. Let her 
know, you are thinking of her. 
  

Let’s all get/stay well and                          
keep in touch!!! 

 

 My Story by George Zentner 
        Born and raised in Lucernemines, Ind. Co., 
PA, 20 Dec. 1927. Blonde, blue-eyed and chubby 
until I was getting ready for school. Then came 
the “big haircut!” The local barber allowed an un-
cle to use the spare chair to cut friend’s and fami-
lies’ hair. Unfortunately he was an “alky”. At age 
4 ½  I looked like a Dutch child with blonde long 
curly hair. But that all changed suddenly when 
some men taunted my uncle to do more to my 
hair! He then cut a “U” on top of my head.  

Mother became furious when she saw my 
“haircut”. Back it was to the barbershop and be-
came the first BALDY for that year; his son , 
aged 6, then got the same treatment to every-
one’s glee!! 
Years passed and in my Jr. HS year I found myself in 
Cleveland, OH where my sister worked in a Defense 
Plant.  

Imagine moving from a 300 student 4-year HS to a 
3,000 student 4-year HS! I got “kicked-up” to the Var-
sity ball squad after a coach saw me passing for 50 
yards. kicking and passing 50 yd. avg.  

After I returned to earth, I managed to go to the “big 
boys” practice area. Wrong move! I kicked too much, 
and as I was trying to get out of bed in the morning I 
almost fell due to the pain in my knee. That was only 
the first of the problems playing sports: My left knee 
camping in Ft. Lewis, WA; the my right arm caught 
between a Jeep and a German telephone pole 
(“WARBIRD” Radio Relay site (97th Sig Bn,1949)     
So much for being a pitcher.                                                           
By the way, I started working in Cleveland and joined 
the Ohio State Guard late 1943. It helped me in Basic 
Training. My brother returned home after 3 years in 

ETO in December 1945. I enlisted in the Army In January 1946. My 
brother was mad because he expected me to work while he was playing 
around.                                                                                                        
I had my basic training in Ft. Lewis, WA and then joined the Engineer 
CO. that was forming there for training. We moved the Co. to Ft Belvoir, 
VA in 1947. I had an invite to join the Baseball team, but my Infantry 
Capt. Said no; we are shorthanded and have to prepare lots of heavy 
equipment for shipping.                                                                          
Two weeks later, the reenlistment MSgt asked if I was going to re-up? 
NO!! I was discharged a month later , in time for baseball season in my 
hometown area. My uncle was Mgr.- Player, another was coach, and my 
brother was one too many Zentners.                                                          
I was the last to come back home, and work was already taken. So I          
re-upped in the Army. I was sent to Sub-mining School in Ft. Scott, CA. 
After “graduating” we all got orders to the Panama Canal Zone.                                  
      Cont’d on page 12 
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      The Association has           
established a “BENEVOLENCE 
FUND”. This fund is used for any 
of our members who are unable 
to attend our reunions because of 
financial considerations. 

   Should any of our comrades 
wish to attend the reunions, 
please contact our Benevolence 
Fund Coordinators: Gilbert L. 
MacDonald (El Paso, TX) or 
Robert A. Sentell  (St. Helen, MI). 
Any information regarding this 
plan is treated as “Confidential”, 
and not made available to the 
general membership. 

   If any member is aware of an-
other member being in need of 
such assistance, please notify 
one of the Fund Coordinators. 

If a member who needs such 
service, can arrive in the reunion 
city, we will assist with the lodging 
and banquet. 

The Motto is: “ The Spirit of the 
97th is Alive and Well”. 

                                  Thank you!!! 

National Reunion                                          
May 16–21, 2011                                     

Grand Gateway Hotel                         
Rapid City, SD  

 

Intrepid Host Bob Sentell  

 
Detailed  Itinerary next pages 

 

                         

 

 
                                                                          

                                                                                                          

 

What’s Your Name? 

   Arrangements have been made to procure permanent 
name tags for members, spouses and guests. The tags 
have black lettering on a yellow background with the 
97th Crest on the upper left, and crossed signal flags on 
the upper right. 

ACTIVE MEMBER 

John A. Doe 

SPOUSE/GUEST 

Jane A.  Doe 

Members wishing to purchase Name Tags may do so by filling out order form below and 
sending it to:  George Case  -  see Supply Depot pages ; Also, if members want to                
purchase any other supplies, order ahead of time for free delivery at the reunion. 

MEMBER’S NAME  

COMPANY/YRS. SERVED IN THE 97TH  

SPOUSE’S/GUEST’S/FRIEND’S NAME  

“TRIED AND TRUE” - unless otherwise requested… : 

# of TAGS:                           X $10.00 $ Add $2.00 up to 
two tags f. S&H  $ 

  ENCLOSED $  

         We need  more           
helping hands with 
the reunions: hosting 
duties in the CP 
room, etc.                                                        
Please consider being             
a HOST for a reunion in the 
years ahead. It’s never too 
early!                                                        

 If two or three members 
get together to hold a reun-
ion, it would be so much 
easier for everyone. The 
more the merrier; it’s less of 
a burden just for one host, 
and can be lots of fun, too. 

By helping with some of the 
tasks—like serving on the 
reunion committee—
members will feel more  
involved in the future of the 
Association! 
Get in touch with                
Bob Sentell for  
Guidelines. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

L O O K         
         

  

 

Anyone interested in                  
hosting the                                                     

Reunion in 2012?                                                                      
Please bring your             

proposals                                   
to the 2011 Reunion.   
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FUNCTION SELF SPOUSE GUEST(S)  COST TOTAL 

Registration Fee                         X $10.00 $ 

Banquet/Entertainment      X 30.00 $ 

Mt. Rushmore Tour     X $79.55 $ 

Black Hills Gold Factory Tour     X 30.00; less 
if 30 or more 

 

       

2010 Membership Fee, if not paid yet      $10.00           

CP Room Donation  NOTE: Hospitality Room donations will be used to stock the CP 
Room  -  NO Association fees may be used for bartender’s expenses; We depend on 
everyone’s donations.  

$  

Please state choice of favorite drinks (avoids waste) →  

Enclosed check for     $ 

Register Early! 
 PLEASE return your Form and Remittance                    

below                                              
No later than May 1, 2011                                

Mail to:                                               
Jim Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer                 

1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630 

 

Make Checks payable to: 97th Sig.Bn.Assn. 

MEMBER NAME___________________________________                             SPOUSE______________________ 

GUEST(S)_____________________________________________________________________________________                                  

STREET________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN____________________________________ STATE______ ZIP CODE_______________                           

TEL.____________________________         E-MAIL________________________________ 

ARRIVE/DEPART:____________________________________________________________    

 Room Rate:                                                             
$ 76.00 + Tax per night; discounted room rates          
apply three days prior & three days past the           
reunion.               

NOTE: make reservations                                                
Tel. direct: 605-342-08853 / toll free: 886-742-1300                                           
online: www.grandgatewayhotel.com                                                                          
Identify yourself as a member of the                                 
97th Sig. Bn. Assn.,                                                    
Group Reservation # 92288                                            
Cut-off date: April 16, 2011 

 97th Signal Battalion Association Twenty-Third  Annual Reunion 

May 16 through May  21,  2011 

Grand Gateway Hotel    

1721 N. La Crosse Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 

Airlines serving 
Rapid City : 
American, Delta, 
United, Allegiant;                           

Hotel provides 
Shuttle Service            
to & from                      
the Airport.                
CALL:                           
605-342-8853 
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Banquet Menu 
 

A. Rib Eye  

B. Chicken Breast  Grilled  

         with Apple & Almond Sauce  

C. Salmon with Lemon Touggourt Sauce 
 

 

General Daily Agenda—Please Check the Bulletin Board for Information 

 

Monday  May 16  Arrivals/check-in 

 

Tuesday May 17  Arrivals/check-in; CP Room opens 

 

Wednesday May 18 Arrivals/check-in ; Mount Rushmore Tour 

 

Thursday May 19 Black Hills Tour 

 

Friday May 20  Members’ Meetings/ Banquet 

 

Saturday May 21  Good Bye;  See you again next year 

 

 

Ladies & Gentlemen’s Pictures will be taken at the Banquet 
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2011 Reunion Rapid City SD 

Grand Gateway Hotel,                                                                             
1721 N. Lacrosse St. 

Rapid City, SD 

Tel. 605 342-8853  Toll Free 886-742-1300 

Wednesday, May 18th:  
7:30 am: Breakfast at Fort Hays (“Dances with Wolves” Movie Set)                                                                        

8:50 am: Board Bus for all day narrated tour with stops at:                                                                                      
 Mount Rushmore Crazy Horse Mountain & Memorial 

Sylvan Lake - man-made located at bottom of Harvey  

Peak Custer State Park – lot of wildlife (Buffalo, Burrows, Antelope, Elk, and Bighorn Sheep) 

State Game Lodge—Pay for own lunch 

Tour Iron Mountain Rd. through scenic tunnels & Pigtail Bridge. 

Pour Needles Highway—Scenic tunnels & Overlooks 

5:30 pm: Return to “Dances with Wolves “ Film set 

6:30 -  8:15 pm Chuck wagon Supper & Music Show; Return to Hotel 

COST: $79.55—Covers all admission fees, breakfast, dinner & show (does not include lunch)  

 
Thursday, May 19th 
8:00 am Board Bus 

8:30 am Depart for the Black Hills Gold Factory Tour; see gold pieces being made—at a reduced 
price 

10:00 am Depart Gold Factory for Wall drug store 

11:00 am Arrive at favorite roadside attraction—Famous Wall Drug Store –Tour. Lunch on your 
own. 

2:00 pm Depart for Badlands National Park—spend appr. 2 hrs. in the Badlands 

4:00 pm Arrive at Hotel 

This trip will be prorated by number of people signing up; appr. $30.00 
 
  

Tours Agenda 
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Continued next page 

 

TOURS 

Weather in SD: 
Spring weather (April-May)  
in Rapid City consist of mostly  
sunny days, but it can also be 
a rainy season. Temperatures 
range from the 40’s to the 80’s 
and spring flowers are out in 
full bloom. Evening tempera-
tures can dip into the 30’s and 
40’s. Bring a Jacket for eve-ning activities. 
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AGENDA 
Board of Directors Meeting 

9:00  a.m. - 10:30 Friday, May 20, 2011,   
 
A. Call to Order        Meir Horvitz 
B. Administrative Remarks       Meir Horvitz                       
C. Old Business        Meir Horvitz                            
D. Reading of the Minutes        James Dykes  
E. Financial Report        James Dykes 
F. Committee Reports: Membership/Reunion              Jim Dykes & Bob Sentell 
G. New Business        Meir Horvitz 
H. Election of Board of Directors (Discussion) 
I. Comments for the Good of the Association 
J. Motion to Adjourn & Seconded      Meir Horvitz 

 

General Membership Meeting 
11:00 a.m. Friday, May 20, 2011 

 
A. Call to Order        Meir Horvitz 
B. Invocation        Andrew  Whitton 
C. Pledge Of Allegiance       Andrew  Whitton  
D. Administrative Remarks       Meir Horvitz 
E. Introduction of New Members & First-Time Attendees  Meir Horvitz 
F. Recognition of Members who attended all 23 Reunions  Meir Horvitz 
G. Election of Officers: Vice-President, Sec./Treas. (2) Board of Directors;  
H. Seating of Newly Elected Board of Directors 
I. Reading of the Minutes       James Dykes 
J. Financial Report        James Dykes 
K. Committee Reports: Membership/Reunion            Eugene Darmstedter/Bob Sentell 
L. Old Business        Meir Horvitz 
M. New Business        Meir Horvitz 
N. Comments for the Good of the Association    Meir Horvitz 

O. Motion to adjourn & seconded      Meir Horvitz   

Group Picture taken after the Meeting 
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Another long story for short… 

Sperry Gyro Corp. was hiring Techs for the new FPS-
35 installation in Thomasville, AL.. I was hired in 
June 1959, and retired in 1983.                                    

1.  FPS-35 installation was sold off to USAF in 1959-
1960. I became a Factory Rep. to JTF, Eglin AFB, FL 
1960–1961. 

2. I was then Factory Rep. To McClellan AFB, 
CA1961-1967. Then I was sent to Pt. Magu, CA and 
worked on the USAF Drone program  1967-1969.; 
also 3 months in VN in 1969. 

3. I was sent to WSMR, NM on the phased Array Ra-
dar (HAPDAR) site 1969-1973. It was the first opera-
tional Phased Array Radar!!!. 

4. Then I was transferred to the Sperry Flight System 
in Phoenix, AZ for R&D of the “Pave Duece program 
remote control of FSAT—Full Scale After-Burner Tar-
get.; modified F-102/F100 D/F-106/F-4 & F-5, etc. 
from 1973—1981. 

5. I transferred back to NY Sperry Corp. and was 
sent tp Clearwater, FL; the Sperry Microwave Div. 
1981-1983. I retired to join the Melpar Corp. 

6. I then was sent to work on the TR-1 Reconn Sys-
tem in 1983. I volunteered to go to the UK as Field 
Engineer  for the RAF at Alconbury, USAF Sqdn from 
NATO. They were the best three  years of my work-
ing career. I even helped start an American-style 
Football in Cambridge, UK “CAMBCATS from 1983-
1986. 

I visited the Panzer Kaserne in 1984; some of the 
waitresses remembered me…after I mentioned some 
names. 

I returned to Melpar in VA; it was downsized in April 
1987, and I returned to my family in Lynn  Haven, FL. 

7. I was contacted by my former Sperry Tech -who 
had become an engineer– to help him with modifying 
the F-100 a/c for drone operations for the TRACOR 
Corp.I was there for one year on Mojave, CA, and 
then sent to Long Island, NY as a Field Engineer on 
the TRACOM Test Equipment for the USAF B-1 
Bomber Airborne System. 

TRACOR Corp. downsized this company completely 
in 1990, and I was given 1 month severance pay. ...I 
went to England for a six-week VACATION. 

 

I decided to “pack it all in” and retired for good at age 63+.             

My wife Lucy, passed on in 1993. I later joined  Widowed 
Persons Service, where I met the Area Coordinator/Artist 
Ruth. She has been my partner since 1994. 

 
George Zentner Story cont’d from page 4 

 

Whoa, two of us had re-upped for ETO unassigned. 
Than the War Dept. contacted us again to say it was cor-
rect and gave orders for W. Germany. In 1948 I ended 
up in the 97th Constabulary Bn, then to the Sig. School 
in Ansbach.                                                                           
Sports and on-site assignments used up most of the 
1948-1952 time I was with the 97th Sig Bn.                       
I returned CONUS in Feb. 1952, and was assigned to 
Camp Polk, LA., the land of “clay everywhere” and 
muddy when it rained which was quite often.                                                                                        
Personnel asked around our barracks if anyone wanted 
to volunteer to transfer to Ft. Bliss, TX for AAA & Missile 
School. My reply was very swift..”I’ll go!” (Anything to get 
out of this awful camp).                                                               
The Texas 108° heat hit me and pushed me back in 
doors. I said to myself “What did I get myself into here?” 
Six months later I really got to like this dry temperature 
and sunny days.  

 

SYNOPSIS: (1952-1958) 
1. Ist GM BN Instructor on Nike Operations           

1952-53 

2.  Student in Nike AJAX System 1953-54 

3. Stayed as Instructor on the same system;            
July 1954 promoted to T-Sgt; November 1954             
promoted to WO-W1 

4. Detailed to become Asst. Security Officer for Bldg-
60; Detailed as Tng Aids Shop Officer 1955-56. 

5. Was “invited by Personnel” to become 548th AAA & 
Missile Bn FCS Maint. Officer; NIKE-AJAX Pkg-13 
1957 

Was shipped out to Loring AFB, ME April 1957 and re-
quested release from active duty February 1958. 

I was then transferred to Ft. Devens, MA                      
April 28, 1958 for discharge and then returned to El 
Paso, TX, the home of my wife’s family. 

I hired on with a friend’s TV Repair shop until the 548th 
Bn came to Ft. Bliss for annual firings. In strolled Lt. Col. 
Kuhn and his Missile WO. “We are taking George out to 
lunch” they told the boss. 

What they had in mind was not lunch but a visit with the 
region’s Philco Supervisor, who handed me some papers 
and told me to fill them out. I was an instructor again, this 
time as a “Civvy”. 

Unfortunately RCA beat them out for the 1969+ contract. 
I was added to a list of men to go to an OH site. However 
Philco wouldn’t pay for my move—you haven’t been with 
us for a full year. I said “Bye!” 
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 We have had a few contributions in the Newsletter from some of our members about 
their military service, especially those who have been in Germany during WWII. 
   It is so important to hear about members’ experiences which shaped their lives. Most have a 
great reservoir of stories that would be interesting to the group. 
We have published several of those accounts so far, and hope, it will be a regular feature with 
many willing subjects. We invite any comments/suggestions. 
If possible, we would like to do oral interviews (at the reunions would be a good opportunity),  
but we have a mail-in form for written responses because some members are not able to at-
tend the  reunions. 
   Below is the format for the interviews, and serves as a guideline for members to think about 
when they are being interviewed (It was formerly called Story Time).                                  

 

Guide— line Questions 
Why did you join, and how old were you?                                                                                
What was your occupation at the time?                                                                                                
Where did you have your basic training, and other additional training?                                                         
What and where was/were your assignments)?                                                                                    
Why were you in the 97th Sig Bn?                                                                                                                
What was your experience in Europe and/or other parts of the world?                                                          
When, where, how long?                                                                                                                            
Where were you at the end of the war? (if you are of that generation)                                                          
When did you come home?                                                                                                                        
What did you do after you returned home?                                                                                
Looking back, what impact did this experience have on your future?                                                            
    
Any additional information is welcome. We also would like pictures in uniform and a recent  
photograph (original prints if possible for better reproduction; we will return them as soon as 
possible.). 
 

We really would like to publish Your Story; Please consider it! 
 

Page 13 Newsletter Title 
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      “Grow old with me, the  best is yet to be.”   Robert Browning                     
      

Many members are reaching or have reached                                                                 
the 25 or 50+landmark, or are newlyweds!                                                                   

We would like to acknowledge                                                                            
that important milestone.                                                                                 

Please let us know who is “eligible”. 
P.S. A wedding picture & a recent photo                                                                                        of 
the couple would be great!                                                                                                           We 

will return them if they are originals. 

Anniversaries/ Weddings 

 

Dodie and Jack                 
Schneider                      

Fort Wayne, In.                 
celebrated their           
54th Anniversary                  

June 2010                 

December 31, 1960                        
Mike & Gisela (Gigi) Koen 

50 yrs. Later                  
December 31, 2010 

Congratulations 
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 At the Branson Reunion last May, it was a thrill to have ten 
members of the 97th Signal Battalion photo Platoon in attendance. 
As always, 91- year old Emerick Miller attended, and first time at-
tendee Ben Smith enjoyed seeing his old buddies of yesteryear. It 
was with deep sadness that we learned that both Emerick & Ben, 
passed away last year in December. 

Remembering                                                                            
Emerick Miller & Benjamin Smith & Farley Childress 

From 1957-59, Ben was proud to be a 
“Official U.S. Army Photographer” He loved 
being stationed in Germany and had the 
good fortune in meeting a German family in 
the Black Forest town of  Schwenningen 
where he learned much about the language 
and culture of the region. Always there for 
friends in a time of need, he will be in our 
thoughts at future gatherings. 

Back in 1956-58, Emerick was very instrumental in 
making the photo platoon a very well run production 
team. He made sure that deadlines were met & qual-
ity was maintained right up to his last day before 
heading home to the States for his next assignment. 
Shortly after he left, we missed his fair discipline of 
young troops and in this new year, we will miss his 
company and sense of humor. 

Farley Childress was a M/SGT.  who served in WWII 
& Korea. He was stationed in Böblingen with the 97th 
Sig. Bn., Wire CO. from 1952-55. After retiring from 
the Army, Farley graduated from Bluefield College 
with an B.A.. He was a substitute teacher for both the 
Roanoke City and County schools until the age of 85.  
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OFFICERS,  SECRETARY/TREASURER  and  DIRECTORS 
As of June 1, 2009                                                                                                                          

 
President                                                                                                                                                

Meir I. Horvitz (2010-2011)                                                                                                   
3414 Glen Ellen Drive                                                                                                                      

Fairfield, CA 94534-7957                                                                                                              
Tel. (707)207-3273  

 

Vice-President (2010-2011)                                                                                          
André Arceneaux                                                                                                                         

306 State St.                                                                                                                               
Lafayette, LA 70506-4217                                                                                                        

Tel. (337-233-6345)                                                                                                                

Secretary/Treasurer                                                                                                           
James A. Dykes                                                                                                                           

1167 Oak Knoll Court                                                                                                                                         
Folsom, CA 95630                                                                                                                     
Tel.: (916)984-4634 

 

Past Presidents 
Donald K. Adams 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 

 John J. Truffa 

Paul W. Muuss 

Harvey L. Spencer 

Edward R. O’Mara 

Emilio F. Bandiero 

Eugene L. Darmstedter 

Charles R. Hornsby, Jr.             

Robert A. Sentell 

 
Hartwell Lawrence (2010-2012) 

365 Orion CT, Merritt Island                                                                                                 
A TRP RAD RPR 49-52 Fl 32952-3031 

Tel.: 321-453-1857 
Jerry Dyson (2010-2012) 

654 Girard Str. 
Washington, DC 

Tel. (202) 265-6225 
Leo Goertzen (2010-2011) 

1805 E. St. 
Aurora, NE 68818-2831 

Tel. (402)694-2932 
 

 
Max W. Knouse (2010-2011) 

114 Locust St. SW  
    Vienna, VA 22180-5708                                       

Tel.: (703) 242-2308 
George A. Case (2010 –2012) 

102 S. 18th Street 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 
Tel. (641) 357-7569 

Stephen G. Fenner (2010-2012)                                                                      
2120 Hivley St. 

Sarasota, FL 34231-6820 
Tel. (941)924-4583 

 

 

Chaplains 
Andrew Whitton 

70 Blanchard Road 

Marlton, NJ 08053 

Tel. (856) 983-7587 

 

Bernard L. Carter 

2519 Deerfield Drive 

Petersburg, VA 23805 

Tel. (804) 732-0732 

 
Sales & Promotions 

Supply Sergeant                                    
George A. Case 

102 S. 18th Street 
Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel. 641-357-7569 
 

Recorder 
Avery Harris  

3103 Wildwood Dr. 
Huntsville, AL 35801  

Tel. (256)-539-8897 (cell) 
 
 

 
Reunion & Hospitality  

Coordinator 
Robert A. Sentell 

9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 

Tel. (989) 389-3149 

                                                              
Newsletter 

Walt & Melitta Fort 

1048 Buckingham Drive 

Allentown, PA 18103 
Tel. (610) 740-0808 

 

Benevolence 
 

Gilbert L. MacDonald 
4704 Roundrock Drive 

El Paso, TX 79924 
Tel. (915) 821-6475 

 
 

Robert A. Sentell 
9562 W. Pleasant St. 
St. Helen, MI 48656 
Tel. (989) 389-3149 

 

Historian &  
Public Information             

Director 
 

Open  
Position 

?            
Anybody               

willing to volunteer 

BOARD of  DIRECTORS 
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REQUEST for MEMBERSHIP 

PAYMENT/RENEWAL of DUES 

As required by the 97th SIGNAL BATTALION ASSOCIATION By-Laws,                                                           
I hereby request that I be admitted as an active Member in the 97th Signal Battalion Association.                                    

Dues are ten dollars ($10) per year, payable January 1 of the dues year.                                                    
To participate in the decision-making processes of the Association, Members must be current in their dues. 

 

MEMBER’S NAME_____________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE’S NAME______________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE_________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NO._______________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________ 

97TH SERVICE:   FROM__________TO_________   COMPANY/PLATOON________________________ 

 

My Dues are enclosed for the years: 

2011_______2012_______2013_______2014_______2015_______ 

 

The Association also offers a LIFETIME  MEMBERSHIP of $125.00_______ 

Lifetime dues may be paid in five (5) consecutive monthly payments of $25.00 each. 

LIFETIME dues payments: 1.______2.______3.______4._____5._____ 

 

Please make checks payable to: 97th Signal Battalion Association                                                                       

Mail payment with completed form to the Association Secretary:                                                                                  

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630  
       

 

Important 
Don’t forget to                                             

renew your membership!                   
To receive the ROSTER and              

COMMUNICATOR you have to be  
up to date with your dues. 

Also, please check e-mail and other 
addresses; it’s vital we get the                

CORRECT information. 

Cut out form below and send to Secretay ADDRESS CHANGE  

NAME: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OLD ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE:_____________  TEL.: #________________E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________ 
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 All Members: Entries for the Membership ROSTER: 
 New e-mail addresses and address changes/ corrections are published as they become available. Make 
corrections/changes in your member roster.                                                                                                      
Add new member addresses to your roster as they are published in the newsletter. 

Note: Sometimes these additions or changes are received after the cut-off date; they will be published in the 
subsequent newsletter.  

     When you change your address, telephone # (indicate if unlisted/unpublished), your e-mail or any pertinent 
item, please inform the Secretary/Treasurer of these changes. We try very hard to keep the Active Roster up 
to date at all times. 

Also, please instruct a family member or friend to inform the Association when you pass on                        
to your last retreat. 

Jimmy Dykes, Keeper of the Roster;  

e-mail 97th business only: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net  

Where is my Newsletter?                                    
We hear quite often from members who have not received their Newsletter.  

Reasons:  

• I did not pay my dues! 

Please, remember to keep your membership up to date!!!  Dues to be paid January of each year.                            
This guarantees your receipt of the Newsletter. 

• Most of the time it is from our “Snowbirds” who neglect to give notice of having two addresses.  

ATTENTION “SNOWBIRDS”  
All 97th Members heading south or other directions for the winter are reminded to advise us of ANY address change; ASAP, 
even if it is only a TEMPORARY address. 

Any changes are to be sent to James Dykes in enough time for mailing.  

Note: Because the 97th Newsletter is sent as standard, non-profit bulk mail, THE POST OFFICE DOES NOT FORWARD IT 
TO YOUR NEW ADDRESS—even if you notify them of the change. 

We don’t want ANYONE to miss all the great things that are happening in the Association!                                                     
Use below form—print or type your address as it appears on YOUR mailing label and send it to:                               
SECRETARY/TREASURER : James A. Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630; Tel.: 916-984-4634 

Membership News & Services 

NAME: 

OLD ADDRESS NEW ADRESS 

STREET  

CITY  

STATE/ZIP  

 DATE:  FROM                         TO 

CUT OUT FORM AND SEND TO THE SECRETARY! 

REMARKS: 
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Address, telephone & e-mail changes & corrections 
are printed in each issue. 

Please check and make entries in your rosters. 

 Address changes: 

Ernest Barnhart, Mories Manor # 123, 174 Ballpark 
Rd., Vienna , MO 65582; Tel.: 573-422-3674;                      
Cell: 753-680-1868                                                                           
Wayne Davis, PO BOX 310655, Enterprise, AL 36331-
0655,                                                                                                   
John J. Repetto; 3377 Ridgemill Circle, Dacula GA 
30019-3223                                                                    
Archie Everett; 29 Eastbury Hill Dr. Middletown CT, 
06457-8753                                                               
Claude R. Harris; 5 Coyote Pass, Santa Fe, NM 
87058-1357                                                                       
Robert Rt Largen; 1528 Sleater Kinney Rd. SE, Lacey 
WA 98503-2538                                                        
Donald Mallard; 3433 N. Farm Rd. 127, Springfield, 
MO 65803-7652                                                      
Manuel Ortiz; 2120 East Long Street, Apt. #222,                  
Carson City, NV 89706; Tel.: 775-883-2759                
John R. Glouner; 600 102ND Ave. Naples, FL            
34108-3211; Tel.: 239-598-4325 

New Address: 

James F. Tippy;  
13524 Prosperity Rd. Johnston City, IL 52951-3101 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

There are additions/changes /corrections of addresses, telephone numbers and e -mail addresses all the 
time. If you have changed any of the above— or if we have made a typographical error— please send 
your corrections to Secretary :  

James Dykes, 1167 Oak Knoll Court, Folsom, CA 95630;                                                                         
e-mail: 97sigbnsectrea@pacbell.net 

Changes/Additions of Addresses etc. of Active Members 

 

E-mail Additions/Changes  

*** Larry Lamprecht larrylamprecht@yahoo.com 

*** Colette Gust colettegust@suddenlink.net 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

*NEW MEMBERS / FIRST-TIME E-mail                                                                             
** LIFETIME MEMBERS   *** CHANGE                    
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Telephone numbers and websites you need to 
know: 
1. For information relat ing to TFL:  Telephone: 1-866-773-

0404 (TDD: 1-866-773-0405)                                                       
Web site: www.tricare4u.com  This information also               
appears on the Explanation of Benefits form sent by                   
Tricare. 

2. 2. For information relating to Tricare Management Facility 
(TMA) for any questions concerning military health care:            
Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil 

3. For prescription drug questions:                                                   
Telephone: 1-866-363-8779    DD: 1-877-363-1303                    
Web site: www.express-scripts.com/tricare                                  
Mailing address: Express scripts, PO Box 60903, Phoe-
nix, AZ 85082-0903 

More detailed information has been published in earlier                
editions of the Communicator.                                                             
Anyone who needs more detailed info can get it at either the 
web sites, from their old Communicator copies, or even from 
me. 

P.S.: I would be remiss if there was not a note added here in 
deep appreciation for all the work many of did during our cam-
paign to get the Tricare for Life Medicare Supplement                
enacted.                                                                                               
That was truly a great accomplishment. 

Thank you all very much.  

T&T Roland 

 

 

Earlier Medical Information researched                  
by Roland Martin Roland Martin’s Computer Tips 

 

The Skoop on Skype  
 

This program allows you to chat with relatives                  
in Germany face to face . 

Go to 

Click on “Get Skype” button                                                                 
Click on “Get Skype for Windows”                                               
Click on “Download now”                                                                
Click on “Create an account”                                                                  
Fill in the info.  Then follow the prompts                              
When asked if you want to run or save, I always click on 
save.                                                                                 
Save it on the desktop                                                         
When it finishes downloading, you’ll have an icon on 
your desktop called                                                                         
“Skype Setup”                                                                                   
Click on that and Skype will be installed.                                 
Open the program and find a button that says “New”             
Click on this and in the next window you can enter an      
e-mail address or just a name, or a Skype name                          
(if you know it), and if that person has a Skype account, 
it will allow you to send a message to them letting them 
know that you want them to join your list of contacts.                                                               

Actually, you can search for anyone, using the Skype 
search tool.                                                                               
Simply click on Contacts and in the drop-down menu 
click on “Search for Skype users.                                                     
You can search by name, e-mail address or Skype name 
(if you know it).                                                                            
When you find one, just type them a message in the box 
provided and you should be hearing from them soon 
thereafter. 

 

T&T 

Roland                                                               

 

 

 

 

Don’t you love it when that happens to you? 
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ITEMS COST PER ITEM QUANTITY TOTAL 

7th Army Decals 3 for $2.00   

7th Army Shoulder Patches $3.50 each   

Signal Corps flag pins (Officer Brass) $7.00 each   

97th Sig BnUnit Crest $7.00 each   

CAPS—Blue “Circle ‘C’ Cowboys $5.00   

White 97th CAP $9.00   

Tan CAP – embroidered /   extra options—unit/year/state                                                                                                                                         $15.00/ $10.00 additional   

Regular T-shirt, orange/grey/steel $20.00  Size/color  

Long-sleeve T-shirt, orange/grey $22.00 Size/color  

Chambray Button-down, blue/long/short sleeve $35.00 Size  

Golf/Polo shirt, black/orange/steel $30.00 Size/color  

Fleece Vest, zipper/sleeveless, dk. grey $36.00  size  

“Böblingen” Tote bags  $8.00   

License Plate Frame $7.50    

Name Tags (see pg. 7 for order form) $10.00 each   

 

Make Checks payable to: 97th SIG BN ASSN.                                                                                   
Please: Enclose e-mail or Tel. # for order confirmation  

Mail to:  Supply Sergeant  
              

 

 

 

. 

SUBTOTAL  

S & H   

on all orders 
 

               $7.00 

TOTAL  

George Case                                                                          
102 S. 18th Street,  Clear Lake, IA 50428 

Tel.: 641-357-7569       

Check next Page & the 
97th Web pages for     
Pictures of Products 

 

97TH Signal Battalion  SUPPLY DEPOT 

Items Ordered Cost Name Tel./e-mail  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.    

Note: Many items fit in 
regular envelopes, 
unless ordering several 
or heavy items. 

Cut out order form below  - also copy for own records 
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SUPPLY DEPOT  

Böblingen Tote Bag  $8.00  

7th Army Decals  3 for $2.00 

Signal Corps Flag Pins $7.00 

CAPS 

White Cap $9.00                                             
Tan Cap-embroidered $15.00/                           

Options $10.00                                             
Blue Cap $5.00 

Fleece Vest                        
sleeveless,  dk. grey   

$42.00 

Regular T-shirt  grey/steel/orange  $20.00 

Long sleeve T-shirt orange/grey $22.00 Golf/Polo shirt orange/steel/black $26.00 

Chambray Button-down shirt, blue 
long/short sleeved  $35.00 

License Plates $ 7.50 each                    
plus postage 

 

7th Army Shoulder Patch $3.50 

97th Unit Crest 7.00 each 

“Tried and True inscription 

NOTE: 

Members who order items from                             
George Case at the                            
Supply Depot, may pick them 
up at the reunion; (saves post-
age).                         

Order early!!! 


